By: Carona S.B. No. 1636

(In the Senate - Filed March 10, 2009; March 20, 2009, read
first time and referred to Committee on Transportation and Homeland
Security; April 22, 2009, reported adversely, with favorable
Committee Substitute by the following vote: Yeas 8, Nays O;
April 22, 2009, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B. No. 1636 By: Carona

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to motor vehicle registration fees.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 502.160, Transportation Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 502.160. FEE: MOTORCYCLE OR MOPED. The fee for a
registration year for registration of a motorcycle or moped is $30.

SECTION 2. The heading to Section 502.161, Transportation
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 502.161. FEE: VEHICLES THAT WEIGH 6,000 POUNDS OR LESS
[RPASSENGER CAR, MUNICIPAL BUS  PRIVATE BUS]

SECTION 3. Subsection (a), Section 502.161, Transportation
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The fee for a registration year for registration of a
vehicle with a gross weight of [

passeHge%—e&e—e&m&a&e&p&i%ﬁﬁ}—e%—a
private—bus—thatweighs] 6,000 pounds or less is $50.75, unless

otherwise provided in this chapter[

SECTION 4. The heading to Section 502.162, Transportation
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 502.162. FEE: VEHICLES THAT WEIGH MORE THAN 6,000
POUNDS [COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHTICTE QR TRUCK=TRACTQOR]

SECTION 5. Subsection (a), Section 502.162, Transportation
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The fee for a registration year for reglstratlon of a
vehicle with a gross weight of more than 6,000 pounds is [commerecial
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follows unless otherwise provided in this chapter:
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Weight Classification Fee Schedule
' ounds
6,001-10,000 $54.00
10,001-18,000 $110.00
18,001-25,999 $205.00
26,000-40,000 $340.00
40,001-54,999 $535.00
55,000-70,000 $740.00
70,001-80,000 $840.00
[Grossweignt Eee for each 100 poundsox
[inpounds fraectionof 100-pounds
% . . . .
Equippedwith Eq?%gpeé with
[1=65-006 $60-44 $6-55
[ 65-004=-8,0060 0495 o666
[8+661=1070060 0-665 o—F++
| o= 000 o5 0388
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[ +4-664=2450060 A 0-5%
[ 24+-663=31,0666 088 =310
[3+00+—andover 899 1-32]

SECTION 6. Section 502.165, Transportation Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 502.165. FEE: ROAD TRACTOR. The fee for a
registration year for registration of a road tractor is the fee
prescribed by [$25—ptus—an amount determined according to—the
wehiecle'ls] weight as certified by a public weigher or a license and
weight inspector of the Department of Public Safety under Section
502.161 or 502.162, as applicable. [—asfeollowss

: [vee for coen 100 povnde
Grossweightin ox

[ pounds fractionof 100-pounds
[1=4,000 s0-275

4,001=6,000 055

%a, 001 =8-000 066

[8+-001=10,-000 0-825

[10,001 and over 1-10]

SECTION 7. The heading to Section 502.166, Transportation
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 502.166. FEE: TRAILER, TRAVEL TRAILER, OR
SEMITRAILER.

SECTION 8. Section 502.166, Transportation Code, is amended
by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (a-1) to read as
follows:

(a) The fee for a registration year for registration of a
trailer, travel trailer, or semltraller with a [3

is—$25 plus—an
's] gross weight of 6,000

pounds or less is $45.00.

(a=1) The fee for a registration year for registration of a
trailer, travel trailer, or semitrailer with a gross weight of more
than 6,000 pounds 1is calculated by gross weight according to

Section 502.162. [andtire—eguipment—as—Ffollowss

[ Gxross—weight Eeefor each 100 -pounds—oxr
[inpounds fraection of 100 pounds
[ . 1 eitl
[preumatie tires solid tires
[1=6,000 $0-33 $0-44
e o0 =aann o044 8=55
[8-000—0,000 o955 o066
[165-0603=17,0060 o666 0-88
[ 17001 —and—over o=—+15 699 ]

SECTION 9. Subsections (a), (b), and (c), Sections 502.167,
Transportation Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) This section applies only to a truck-tractor or
commercial motor vehicle with a gross weight [menufaeturexr's rated
carryingeapacity] of more than 10,000 pounds [ene—+ten] that is used
or is to be used in combination w1th a semitrailer that has a gross
weight of more than 6,000 pounds.

(b) The [N9%Wi%hS%&Hé%Hg—%é%%i@ﬁ—%@%—&@%T—%he] fee for a
reglstratlon.year for registration of a truck-tractor or commercial
motor vehicle 1is calculated by gross weight accordlng to Sectlon
502.162. [-‘

(c) The [Ne%wé%hs%&néi&g—%ee%}eﬁ—ég2—4667—%he] fee for a

registration year for registration of a semitrailer used in the
manner described by Subsection (a), regardless of the date the
semitrailer is registered, is:

(1) $30, for a semitrailer being propelled by a power
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unit for which a permit under Section 623.011 has been issued; or
(2) $15, for a semitrailer being propelled by a power

unit for which a permit under Section 623.011 has not been issued.
SECTION 10. Section 502.168, Transportation Code, is

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 502.168. FEE: MOTOR BUS. The fee for a registration
year for registration of a motor bus 1is the fee prescribed by

Section 502.161 or 502.162, as applicable. [$25—plus—an amount

[Fee for ecach 100 pounds
[Gross weight ox
[inpounds fractionof 100 pounds
[1=6,000 5044
[6-001=8,000 0-495
[85001=10,000 0605
[10001=17.000 o715
[17001=24,000 Q.77
[24-001=31,000 088
[31,001 and over 0-99]
SECTION 11. Subsection (b), Section 502.1705,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The department may use money collected under this

section to provide for or enhance [pexrform—one—or—more—of—the
followingl] :

TITrrerrro oIt

roda
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HO)

[{3)—providing —for] automated on-premises and
off-premises [setf=sexrwice] registration; and
(2) services related to the titling of vehicles.
SECTION 12. The heading to Section 502.184, Transportation
Code, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 502.184. REPLACEMENT OF [LEO0STE—STOLEN—ORMUTILATED
LICENSEPRPLATEOR] REGISTRATION INSIGNIA.
SECTION 13. Subsections (a), (b), (e), and (f), Sections
502.184, Transportation Code, are amended to read as follows:
(a) The owner of a registered motor vehicle may obtain [fxem

%he—éepa%%men%—%h%e&gh—%he—eeuﬂ%y—assesse%=eeééee%e%—%e@éaeemen%

++++++ prates—woxr] a replacement registration insignia by:
(1) certifying [fHiling—with—theassesser=collector—a
statements
[{&—~showing +that one or woth of +ne license
stolen—ormutilateds—and

[{B)—st

prate—wo¥x] registration i

any other vehicle owne
statement;

ag] that the replacement [ne—license

ignia [fe-bexeplaced] will not be used on
operated by the person making the
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(2) paying a fee of $6 [$5] plus the fees required by
ot 1

Section [Se erpre—=02 17“(3) ana| 502.1705(a) for [each——set—of
replacement—license—plates—o¥r] each replacement registration
insignia, except as provided by other law [Subsection{b)—fec)r—ox
++-]; and

(3) returning [£o—+the ——assesser—-collector] each
replaced [ptate—e¥r] registration insignia in the owner's
possession.

(b) No fee is required under this section if the replacement
fee for a license plate has been paid under Section 502.1841 [fex
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platesissuedunder Sections 504.308 and 504 315(e)and (£)]. [The

: : 1 - . o lized 1 ! .
[ Licenseplates—issuedunders Feesr

[Seetion 504411 S22

[Section 504409 $9]

(e) A county assessor-collector may not issue [xepltacement
license plates—or] a replacement registration insignia without
complylng with this section.

(f) A county assessor-collector shall retain $2.50 of each
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fee collected under this section and shall report and send the
remainder to the department [as—preovidedbySections—502-102—and
5602-165].

SECTION 14. Subchapter D, Chapter 502, Transportation Code,
is amended by adding Section 502.1841 to read as follows:

Sec. 502.1841. REPLACEMENT LICENSE PLATES. (a) The owner
of a registered motor vehicle may obtain replacement license plates
for the vehicle by:

(1) certifying that the replacement plates will not be
used on any other vehicle owned or operated by the person making the
statement;

(2) paying a fee of $6 plus the fee required by Section
502.1705(a) for each set of replacement license plates, unless
otherwise specified by law; and

(3) returning to the department each license plate in
the owner's possession for which a replacement license plate is
obtained.

(b) Replacement license plates may not be issued except as
provided by this section.

(c) A county assessor-collector shall retain $2.50 of each
fee collected under this section and forward the remainder of the
fee to the department.

(d) The fee required by this section applies to the issuance
of license plates for a transferred used vehicle for which the
registration and license plates were not transferred under
Subchapter I.

SECTION 15. Subsection (d), Section 504.101,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(d) The department may not issue a replacement set of
personalized license plates to the same person before the sixth
anniversary of the date of issuance unless the applicant for
issuance of replacement plates pays the [ar—additienalt] fee
required by Section 502.1841 [e£$30].

SECTION 1l6. Section 504.501, Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 504.501. CLASSIC MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAVEL TRATILERS.
(a) The department shall issue specialty license plates for a

motor vehicle that is at least 25 years old. The license plates
must include the word "Classic" [wexds—'ClassiecAute 1 Classic
Motorevele ' or "Classie Tyryek'™] or a similar designation, as
appropriate.

(b) A person eligible for the license plates may instead use
license plates that were issued by this state in the same year as
the model year of the vehicle and are approved by the department if
the plates are approved for the vehicle before January 1, 2011. The
department may require the attachment of a registration insignia to
the license plate in a manner that does not affect the display of
information originally on the license plate.

(c) There is no [Fhe] fee for issuance or approval of
license plates under this section [4+s—$35].
SECTION 17. Subsection (c), Section 504.505,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(c) There is no [The—dnitial] fee for issuance of the
license plates [+s—$8]. The license plates may be renewed without
payment of a fee.

SECTION 18. Subsection (b), Section 504.507,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) There is no [Fhe] fee for issuance of the license plates

[+5—$8]. The department shall:

(1) [aFse] collect any [additienalt] fee that a county
imposes under this chapter for registration of a forestry vehicle;
and

(2) send the fee +to the appropriate county for

disposition.

SECTION 19. Subsection (b), Section 504.508,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) There is no [Fhe] fee for issuance of the license plates
[+s—$35].

SECTION 20. Section 504.509, Transportation Code, is
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amended to read as follows:

Sec. 504.509. VEHICLES CARRYING MOBILE AMATEUR RADIO
EQUIPMENT. [+2>] The department shall issue specialty license
plates for a person who holds an amateur radio station license
issued by the Federal Communications Commission and who operates
receiving and transmitting mobile amateur radio equipment. The
license plates shall include the person's amateur call letters as
assigned by the Federal Communications Commission. A person may
register more than one vehicle equipped with mobile amateur radio
equipment under this section, and the department shall issue
license plates that include the same amateur call letters for each
vehicle.
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SECTION 21. Subsection (b), Section 504.510,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) The fee for issuance of the license plates is $6 [$36].

SECTION 22. Subsection (a), Section 504.801,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The department may create new specialty license plates
on its own initiative or on receipt of an application from a
potential sponsor. A new specialty license plate created under
this section must comply with each requirement of Section 504.702
unless the 1license 1is created by the department on its own
initiative. The department may permit a specialty license plate
created under this section to be personalized. The redesign of an
existing specialty license plate at the request of a sponsor shall
be treated like the issuance of a new specialty license plate,
except that the department may require a nonrefundable design fee
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the license plate].
SECTION 23. The following provisions of the Transportation

Code are repealed:

(1 Section 502.007;
Subsection (b), Section 502.161;
Section 502.170;
Subsection (c¢), Section 502.1705;
Section 502.187;
Subsection (c), Section 502.201;
Section 502.453;
Subsection (b), Section 504.409; and
Section 504.5011.
SECTION 24. This Act takes effect September 1, 2011.
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