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FISCAL NOTE, 81ST LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

April 8, 2009

TO: Honorable John Whitmire, Chair, Senate Committee on Criminal Justice 

FROM: John S. O'Brien, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB409 by Carona (Relating to fees charged by a justice of the peace for certain documents in 
a criminal case.), As Introduced

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend the Local Government Code to prohibit a justice of the peace from imposing a 
fee for the first copy of a document in a criminal case issued to a criminal defendant in the case, an 
attorney representing a criminal defendant in the case, or a prosecuting attorney.

If a justice of the peace has been imposing fees for the first copy of an applicable document, there 
would be a revenue loss. The amount would depend on how many copies are made and how much the 
justice of the peace has been charging. Otherwise, there would be no fiscal implications to units of 
local government.
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