
BILL ANALYSIS
	Senate Research Center
	S.B. 171

	
	By: West

	
	Intergovernmental Relations

	
	6/25/2013

	
	Enrolled


AUTHOR'S / SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT
During the interim, the Senate Committee on Intergovernmental Relations was charged to analyze ways to better coordinate federal, state, and local housing resources for individuals impacted by natural disasters that have caused the loss of homes.  Those individuals impacted by a natural disaster often must cross multiple government agencies and nonprofit "front doors" in order to receive assistance, resulting in multiple forms, proofs of identification, and applications.  A single application would especially assist those individuals who have suffered a total loss of home and all possessions.  As the lead for emergency management in Texas, the Texas Division of Emergency Management should organize a workgroup of appropriate Texas Emergency Management Council agencies, along with local government officials, and nonprofit organizations to determine whether a single application to be used by all state departments following a natural disaster could be developed.  

S.B. 171 amends current law relating to the establishment of a workgroup to study the use by state agencies of a uniform application form following disasters.
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.
SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1.  Amends Section 418.013, Government Code, by adding Subsection (e), as follows:
(e) Requires the chief of the Texas Division of Emergency Management to establish a workgroup of appropriate emergency management council members, local government officials, and nonprofit organizations to determine if a uniform application form for assistance following a disaster may be developed for use by state agencies and by persons requesting assistance from state agencies.  Requires the workgroup to report its findings, including recommendations for any necessary statutory changes, to the legislature before September 1, 2014.  Provides that this subsection expires September 1, 2014.

SECTION 2.  Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2013.
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