BILL ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 450

By: Dukes

State Affairs

Committee Report (Substituted)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The Office of the State Climatologist at Texas A&M University serves as a clearinghouse for
climatic data and provides information about the state's climate to the public. The office works
with state and local governments, agencies, groups, and individuals to help them make the best
possible use of climate information for decision and policy making. Presently, the Office of the
State Climatologist is not established by statute and there is concern that, if this office were to be
eliminated, there would be no central office to provide important information to the state and its
residents regarding climatology. C.S.H.B. 450 seeks to ensure that residents of Texas continue to
have full access to such information through the designation of a state climatologist and the
operation of a state climate office.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking
authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.

ANALYSIS

C.S.H.B. 450 amends the Government Code to require the governor to appoint an officer or
employee of a state agency as the state climatologist from a list submitted by the speaker of the
house of representatives and the lieutenant governor. The bill establishes that in order to be
eligible for designation as the state climatologist an individual must have a graduate degree with
specialization in climate studies or a closely related field of study and extensive experience in
employing climate data for use by legislative, public, and private entities. The bill makes service
as the state climatologist by an officer or employee of a state agency an additional duty of the
individual's office or employment and requires the state climatologist to operate a state climate
office that meets or exceeds the standards and level of service required for recognition by the
American Association of State Climatologists or an appropriate successor organization.

EFFECTIVE DATE

On passage, or, if the bill does not receive the necessary vote, September 1, 2013.

COMPARISON OF ORIGINAL AND SUBSTITUTE

While C.S.H.B. 450 may differ from the original in minor or nonsubstantive ways, the following
comparison is organized and highlighted in a manner that indicates the substantial differences
between the introduced and committee substitute versions of the bill.

INTRODUCED HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
SECTION 1. Subtitle E, Title 4, SECTION 1. Subtitle E, Title 4,
83R 15640 13.73.10

Substitute Document Number: 83R 12085



Government Code, is amended by adding
Chapter 470 to read as follows:
CHAPTER 470.
CLIMATOLOGIST

STATE

Sec. 470.001. DEFINITION.

Sec. 470.002. DESIGNATION OF STATE
CLIMATOLOGIST.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect
immediately if it receives a vote of two-
thirds of all the members elected to each
house, as provided by Section 39, Article
I11, Texas Constitution. If this Act does not
receive the vote necessary for immediate
effect, this Act takes effect September 1,
2013.

83R 15640
Substitute Document Number: 83R 12085

Government Code, is amended by adding
Chapter 470 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 470, STATE
CLIMATOLOGIST ___ ANDIMNSTATE
CLIMATE OFFICE

Sec. 470.001. DEFINITION.

Sec. 470.002. DESIGNATION OF STATE
CLIMATOLOGIST.

Sec. 470.003. STATE CLIMATE OFFICE.
The state climatologist shall operate a state
climate office that meets or exceeds the
standards and level of service required for
recognition by the American Association of
State Climatologists or an appropriate
successor organization.

SECTION 2. Same as introduced version.

13.73.10



