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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Redueing and Preventing Pollution

April 10, 2015

The Honorable Joe Straus
Texas House of Representatives
Capitol Station

PO Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768-2010

Re: Responsibility of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Pursuant to
Article XVI, Section 59(d), Texas Constitution

House Bill (HB) 4144, as Filed by Representative Kyle Kacal - Relating to civil liability of
the board of directors of the Brazos Valley Groundwater Conservation District.

Dear Speaker Straus:

The following comments are provided pursuant to the Constitutional requirements referenced
above. Under those requirements, the TCEQ must submit, to the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor and Speaker of the House of Representatives, the TCEQ’s recommendations on
specific legislation affecting water districts. We recommend that these comments be considered
in the evaluation of the proposed legislation.

The bill amends the enabling statute for the Brazos Valley Groundwater Conservation District
(District), Chapter 8835, Special District Local Laws Code. The bill amends §8835.054 to
provide that a director is considered a District employee under Chapter 101, Civil Practice and
Remedies Code for liability purposes only.

Sincerely,

Kellye Rila, Director

Water Availability Division

ce:  'The Honorable Jim Keffer, Chairman, House Committee on Natural Resources
Representative Kyle Kacal, Texas House of Representatives
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
HOQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE OF TEXAS

HB 4144
Bill Number

TO: The Honorable Governor of Texas

SUBJECT: A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation District

This is to transmit to you and the Texas Commission on Envirenmental Quality copies of a bill relating o a
conservation and reclamation district and copies of the notice of intention to introduce the bill. One copy is
for your files and one for you to forward to the Texas Conunission on Environmental Quality, under Section
59(d), Article XVI, Constitution of the State of Texas.

3/25/2015 ooy

Date transmitted to Chief Clerk _
Governor's Office House of Representatives
TO: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

SUBJECT: A Bill Relating te a Conservation and Reclamation District

This is to forward fo you a copy of a bill relating fo conservation and reclamation district and a copy of the
notice of intenticn to introduce the bill.

03/27/2015

Date transmitted to

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

TO: The Honorable Speaker of the House
The Honorable President of the Senate

" The Honorable Governor of Texas
SUBJECT: A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation District

Attached are recommendations of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in compliance with
Section 59(d), Article XV, Constitution of the State of Texas.

fevas Commisdonon Envronmental Gually LT T T
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By: Kacal H .B. No. _4144

A BILL 10 BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to ¢ivil liability of the board of directors of the Brazos
Valley Groundwater Conservation District.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subchapter B, Chapter 8835, Special District
Liocal Laws Code, is amended by adding Section B8835.056 to read as
follows:

Sec. 8835.056. LIABILITY. Notwithstanding Section

101.001¢2), Civil Practice and Remedies Code, for 1liability

purposes only, a director is considered an employee under Chapter

101, Civil Practice and Remedies Code.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives
a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as
provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this
Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2015.
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