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BILL ANALYSIS 

 

 

 

H.B. 2498 

By: Zerwas 

Public Health 

Committee Report (Unamended) 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE  

 

It is becoming more common for emergency services personnel to cross state lines to provide 

services in nondeclared states of emergency, which is making interstate cooperation for 

emergency medical services licensing more urgent. State and national stakeholders have 

developed an EMS licensing compact under which member states would agree to honor other 

jurisdictions' licenses as long as the license is issued in another member state in a manner 

consistent with the compact. This compact is similar to other compacts that apply to nursing and 

state driver's licenses. H.B. 2498 seeks to provide for Texas entering the compact. 

 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT 

 

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly create a criminal offense, increase 

the punishment for an existing criminal offense or category of offenses, or change the eligibility 

of a person for community supervision, parole, or mandatory supervision. 

 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY  

 

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking 

authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution. 

 

ANALYSIS  

 

H.B. 2498 amends the Health and Safety Code to enact the EMS Personnel Licensure Interstate 

Compact and to enter the state into the compact. The bill establishes that the compact is intended 

to facilitate the day to day movement of emergency medical services personnel across state 

boundaries. The bill includes in the compact a provision establishing that a home state's license 

for an individual to practice as an emergency medical technician, an advanced emergency 

medical technician, paramedic, or a level in between an emergency medical technician and 

paramedic authorizes the individual to practice in another member state under certain conditions 

and sets out provisions relating to home state licensure. The bill sets out the conditions under 

which an individual may practice in another member state. 

 

H.B. 2498 sets out the relationship between the compact and the Emergency Management 

Assistance Compact. The bill sets out provisions relating to the licensing of veterans, service 

members separating from active duty, and their spouses. The bill includes in the compact a 

provision granting a home state the exclusive power to impose adverse action against an 

individual's license issued by the home state and sets out provisions relating to such adverse 

actions and additional powers invested in a member state's emergency medical services 

authority.  

 

H.B. 2498 includes in the compact a provision establishing the Interstate Commission for EMS 

Personnel Practice to facilitate the governance of the compact and sets out provisions relating to 

the commission's composition, duties and authority, operation, and financing. The bill includes 

in the compact a requirement that the commission provide for the development and maintenance 
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of a coordinated database and reporting system containing licensure, adverse action, and 

significant investigatory information on all licensed individuals in member states and sets out 

provisions relating to this database. The bill sets out provisions relating to the rulemaking 

authority of the commission; oversight, dispute resolution, and enforcement of the compact; 

implementation of the compact; withdrawal from the compact; amendments to the compact; and 

the construction and severability of the compact's provisions. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE  

 

September 1, 2015. 

 
 

 


