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By: Elkins H.B. No. 1131

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to prohibiting the use of photographic traffic signal
enforcement systems.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. The heading to Chapter 707, Transportation Code,
is amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 707. PROHIBITING PHOTOGRAPHIC TRAFFIC SIGNAL ENFORCEMENT

SYSTEMS [S¥STEM]
SECTION 2. Sections 707.001(3) and (4), Transportation
Code, are amended to read as follows:
(3) "Photographic traffic signal enforcement system"
means a device or system that:
(A) consists of a camera system and vehicle
sensor that:
(i) is installed to exclusively work in
conjunction with an electrically operated traffic-control signal;
and

(ii) [4B5] 1is ~capable of producing [=at

Jeast—+twe] recorded images that depict the license plate attached
to the front or the rear of a motor vehicle that is not operated in
compliance with the instructions of the traffic-control signal or

the operator of such a vehicle; or

(B) consists of a radar unit or sensor linked to:

(i) a camera or other recording device that
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produces or 1is capable of producing one or more photographs,

microphotographs, videotapes, or digital or other recorded images

of a motor vehicle's license plates or its operator; or

(ii) a device that is capable of reading a

motor vehicle's license plate or otherwise identifying a motor

vehicle.
(4) "Recorded image" means a photographic or digital
image that depicts the front or the rear of a motor vehicle or the

motor vehicle's operator.

SECTION 3. Sections 707.002, 707.003, and 707.004,
Transportation Code, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 707.002. USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC TRAFFIC SIGNAL

ENFORCEMENT SYSTEMS PROHIBITED. No traffic complaint, notice of

violation, or other form of civil or criminal charge or citation

shall be issued or filed in any court of this state for an alleged

violation of this title or of any other state, county, or municipal

law relating to the operation of a motor vehicle if the alleged

violation was detected through the use of a photographic traffic

signal enforcement system. [AUFHORITY IO PROVIDE FOR CIVILPENALTY
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Sec. 707.003. IMPOSITION OF COSTS FOR VIOLATION OF THIS

CHAPTER. Any state, county, municipality, or local authority that

issues a complaint, a notice of violation, or another form of civil

or criminal charge or citation arising from the wuse of a

photographic traffic signal enforcement system shall be liable for

the costs, including any reasonable attorney's fees, incurred by an

owner or operator of a motor vehicle who receives such complaint,

notice of violation, or other form of civil or criminal charge or

citation.
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SECTION 4. Sections 707.0021, 707.005, 707.006, 707.007,
707.008, 707.009, 707.010, 707.011, 707.012, 707.013, 707.014,
707.015, 707.01e, 707.017, 707.018, and 707.019, Transportation
Code, are repealed.

SECTION 5. The change in law made by this Act applies only
to a traffic violation that occurs on or after the effective date of
this Act. A violation committed before the effective date of this
Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the violation was
committed, and the former law is continued in effect for that
purpose. For purposes of this section, a violation was committed
before the effective date of this Act if any element of the
violation occurred before that date.

SECTION 6. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives
a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as
provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this
Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this

Act takes effect September 1, 2015.
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