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By: Rodriguez, Zaffirini S.B. No. 847

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to prohibiting a waiting period requirement for coverage
under the child health plan program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 62.154, Health and Safety Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 62.154. WAITING PERIOD PROHIBITED; CROWD OUT. (a) The

|:‘T‘/\ +ho avtront ~navmat+t+ad 19 Ay Ma+t 1A YVYT ~AF +hn CAana1 91 CAacaryatxs ot
To—th xtentpermittedunder Title XXT of the Social SecurityAet
{42 U 5. Section 139738 et seg.),—as—amended,—and anvy—othex

appticablte—taw—or—regutations,—the] child health plan may not
[mgst] include a waiting period, but the child health plan [ané] may

include copayments and other provisions intended to discourage:

(1) employers and other persons from electing to
discontinue offering coverage for children under employee or other
group health benefit plans; and

(2) individuals with access to adequate health benefit
plan coverage, other than coverage under the child health plan,
from electing not to obtain or to discontinue that coverage for a
child.

(b) A child may enroll in the child health plan program at

any time, without regard to any open enrollment period established

under the enrollment procedures, [is—mneot—subject +to o waiting
periodadoptedunder Subsection{al)] if:
(1) the family lost coverage for the child as a result
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S.B. No. 847
of:

(A) termination of employment because of a layoff
or business closing;

(B) termination of continuation coverage under
the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 (Pub.
L. No. 99-272);

(C) change in marital status of a parent of the
child;

(D) termination of the child's Medicaid
eligibility because:

(i) the child's family's earnings or
resources increased; or

(ii) the child reached an age at which
Medicaid coverage is not available; or

(E) a similar circumstance resulting in the
involuntary loss of coverage;

(2) the family terminated health Dbenefits plan
coverage for the child because the cost to the child's family for
the coverage exceeded 10 percent of the family's net income;

(3) the child has access to group-based health
benefits plan coverage and is required to participate in the health
insurance premium payment reimbursement program administered by
the commission; or

(4) the commission has determined that other grounds

exist for a good cause exception.
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SECTION 2. If before implementing any provision of this Act

a state agency determines that a waiver or authorization from a
federal agency is necessary for implementation of that provision,
the agency affected by the provision shall request the waiver or
authorization and may delay implementing that provision until the
waiver or authorization is granted.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2015.



