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May 8, 2015

TO: Honorable Charles Perry, Chair, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs
 
FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board
 
IN RE: HB1466 by Bonnen, Dennis (Relating to Parks and Wildlife Department procedures for

the transfer of ownership of boats or outboard motors; providing penalties; creating a
criminal offense.), As Engrossed

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend portions of the Parks and Wildlife Code relating to transfer of ownership of
boats and boat motors.  The bill would allow the Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) to send
electronic applications for boat and boat motor registration renewal.  The bill would prohibit
authorized agents or local county tax assessors from issuing renewal certificates unless the tax
due on the vessel is paid.  The bill would also require that the recorded owner of a vessel notify
TPWD within 20 days of a sale, donation, gift, disposal, or any other change in ownership interest
or permanent removal from the state.  Under the provisions of the bill, a recorded owner who fails
to notify TPWD of a change in ownership interest would be subject to penalties and removal costs.

Based on information provided by TPWD, implementing the provisions of the bill would result in
minimal costs for programing.  Based on information provided by the Comptroller of Public
Accounts, the bill could increase revenue from administrative penalties by an indeterminate
insignificant amount.  

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts, 802 Parks and Wildlife Department
LBB Staff: UP, SZ, MWl
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