
Amend HBA2612 by adding the following appropriately numbered

Sections ____ & ____ and renumber the subsequent sections

accordingly.

SECTIONA____.ASubchapterAE, ChapterA17, Business & Commerce

Code, is amended by adding SectionA17.463 to read as follows:

Sec.A17.463.APRODUCTION, SALE, DISTRIBUTION, OR PROMOTION OF

CERTAIN SYNTHETIC SUBSTANCES.A(a)AThis section applies only to an

act described by SectionA17.46(b)(31).

(b)ASubject to SubsectionA(e) and except as otherwise

provided by this section, an act to which this section applies is

subject to action by a district or county attorney under

SectionsA17.47, 17.58, 17.60, and 17.61 to the same extent as the

act is subject to action by the consumer protection division under

those sections.

(c)AIf a district or county attorney, under the authority of

this section, accepts assurance of voluntary compliance under

SectionA17.58, the district or county attorney must file the

assurance of voluntary compliance in the district court in the

county in which the alleged violator resides or does business.

(d)AIf a district or county attorney, under the authority of

this section, executes and serves a civil investigative demand and

files a petition described by SectionA17.61(g), the petition must

be filed in the district court in the county where the parties

reside.

(e)AA district or county attorney may act under this section

so long as the consumer protection division does not intend to act

with respect to that matter. Further, consistent with

SectionA17.48(b) of this subchapter, the consumer protection

division shall, upon request and to the extent it has the resources

available, provide assistance to a district or county attorney in

any action taken under this subchapter. A district or county

attorney may institute a suit described by this section on or after

the 90th day after the date the attorney general receives the notice

required by sSectionA17.48 unless before the 90th day after the

date the notice is received the attorney general responds that it is

actively investigating or litigating at least one of the alleged

violations set forth in the notice. The consumer protection
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division shall notify the district or county attorney it no longer

intends to actively investigate or litigate an alleged violation

within a reasonable time of such determination.

(f)ANotwithstanding any other law, in an action brought by a

district or county attorney under this section, all settlements or

penalties collected by the district or county attorney shall be

divided between the state and the county in which the attorney

brought suit, with:

(1)A50Apercent of the amount collected paid to the

comptroller for deposit to the credit of the basic civil legal

services account established by SectionA51.943, Government Code;

and

(2)A50Apercent of the amount collected paid to the

county shall be deposited by the county in a segregated account and

the funds shall be used only for law enforcement, public health

programs, or drug abuse prevention programs.
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