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By: Minjarez H.B. No. 3017

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to toll collections and the imposition of administrative
fees and civil penalties for past-due tolls; eliminating certain
criminal offenses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

ARTICLE 1. PAYMENT OF TOLLS

SECTION 1.01. The heading to Subchapter C, Chapter 372,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER C. TOLL INVOICES AND PAYMENT [MNONRAYMENT OF TOITS];

REMEDIES FOR NONPAYMENT

SECTION 1.02. Section 372.101, Transportation Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 372.101. APPLICABILITY. Sections 372.102, 372.103,

372.104, and 372.105 do [Fhis—subchapter—does] not apply to a county

acting under Chapter 284.

SECTION 1.03. Subchapter C, Chapter 372, Transportation
Code, 1is amended by adding Sections 372.1011, 372.1012, and
372.1013 to read as follows:

Sec. 372.1011. TOLL NOT PAID AT TIME OF USE; INVOICE. (a)

As an alternative to requiring payment of a toll at the time a

vehicle uses a toll project, a toll project entity shall use video

recordings, photography, electronic data, transponders, or other

tolling methods, including automated enforcement technology, to

permit the registered owner of the vehicle to pay the toll at a

85R6230 JTS-D 1
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H.B. No. 3017

later date.

(b) A toll project entity shall send, using the address as

shown in vehicle registration records or obtained through other

reliable means, an invoice to the registered owner of a vehicle for

which a toll is not paid at the time the toll is incurred.

(c) Information collected for the purposes of collecting

toll payment, including contact, payment, and other account

information and trip data, is confidential and not subject to

disclosure under Chapter 552, Government Code.

Sec. 372.1012. INVOICE REQUIREMENTS; PAYMENT DUE DATE. An

invoice containing an assessment for the use of a toll project must:

(1) require payment not later than the 30th day after

the date the invoice is mailed; and

(2) conspicuously state:

(A) the amount due;

(B) the date by which the amount due must be paid;

and

(C) that failure to pay the amount due in the

required period:

(i) will result in the assessment of an

administrative fee; and

(ii) may result in liability for a civil

penalty.
Sec. 372.1013. PAYMENT OF TOLL INVOICE; CIVIL PENALTY FOR

FAILURE TO PAY AMOUNT OF INVOICE WITHIN 30 DAYS. (a) A person who

receives an invoice from a toll project entity for the use of a toll

project shall, not later than the due date specified in the invoice:
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H.B. No. 3017

(1) pay the amount owed as stated in the invoice; or

(2) send a written request to the entity for a review

of the toll assessments contained in the invoice.

(b) If a person fails to comply with Subsection (a), the

toll project entity may add an administrative fee, not to exceed $6,

to the amount the person owes. A toll project entity:

(1) must set the administrative fee by rule in an

amount that does not exceed the cost of collecting the toll; and

(2) may not charge a person more than $48 in

administrative fees in a 12-month period.

(c) A person who receives two or more invoices for unpaid

tolls and who has not paid the amount due within 30 days of the date

of the invoice is subject to a civil penalty of $25. Only one civil

penalty may be assessed in a six-month period. An appropriate

district or county attorney may sue to collect the civil penalty and

the underlying toll and administrative fee.

(d) The court in which a person is found liable for a civil

penalty under Subsection (c) shall collect the civil penalty,

unpaid tolls, administrative fees, and any additional court costs

and forward the amounts to the appropriate toll project entity.

ARTICLE 2. CONFORMING CHANGES
SECTION 2.01. Section 102.0213, Government Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 102.0213. COURT COSTS ON CONVICTION: TRANSPORTATION
CODE. A person convicted of an offense shall pay the following
under the Transportation Code, in addition to all other costs:

(1) court cost on conviction of a misdemeanor under


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=102.0213&Date=3/6/2017
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Subtitle c, Title 7, Transportation Code (Sec. 542.403,
Transportation Code) . . . $3;
(2) cost for impoundment of vehicle (Sec. 601.263,
Transportation Code) . . . $15 per day; and
(3) a civil [amrd—ecximinalt] enforcement cost on a

finding of liability for a civil penalty in connection with an

assessed [eonviction of an offense of  or yelated +o the

nonpayment—eof—=a] toll 1in certain counties (Sec. 284.2031,
Transportation Code) . . . $1.

SECTION 2.02. The heading to Section 228.054,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 228.054. TOLL PAYMENT REQUIRED [EAFLURE OR REFUSALTO

PAY TOIL] ; EMERGENCY VEHICLES EXEMPT [OEEENSE].

SECTION 2.03. Section 228.054(a), Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (e) [ex—Seetion

228-0545], the operator of a wvehicle, other than an authorized
emergency vehicle, as defined by Section 541.201, that is driven or
towed through a toll collection facility shall pay the proper toll.
The exemption from payment of a toll for an authorized emergency
vehicle applies regardless of whether the vehicle is:

(1) responding to an emergency;

(2) displaying a flashing light; or

(3) marked as an emergency vehicle.

SECTION 2.04. The heading to Section 228.055,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 228.055. EXCEPTIONS FOR LEASED OR TRANSFERRED VEHICLE



http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TN&Value=228.054&Date=3/6/2017
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[ADMINTISTRAT VE PREE . NOTICE - OFFENSE] .
SECTION 2.05. Sections 228.055(d), (d4-1), (e), and (1),
Transportation Code, are amended to read as follows:

(d) It 1is an exception to liability of a vehicle's

registered owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [£he

appricationof Subsection{a)or{e)] if the registered owner of the

vehicle is a lessor of the vehicle and not later than the 30th day

after the date the invoice containing an assessment of the toll

[rotice—-ofnonpayment] is mailed provides to the department:

(1) a copy of the rental, lease, or other contract

document covering the vehicle on the date the toll was incurred [ef

notice issyedunder Section 228.0545], with the name and address of

the lessee clearly legible; or

(2) electronic data, in a format agreed on by the
department and the lessor, other than a photocopy or scan of a
rental or lease contract, that contains the information required

under Sections 521.460(c) (1), (2), and (3) covering the vehicle on
the date the toll was incurred [ef—+the nonpayment—under Section

(d=1) If the 1lessor provides the required information

within the period prescribed under Subsection (d), the department

may send an invoice [a—notice—-of nonpayment] to the lessee at the

address provided under Subsection (d) by first class mail before



http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TN&Value=228.055&Date=3/6/2017
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the 30th day after the date of receipt of the required information

from the lessor. [FheJlesseeof the vehicle for which the proper

(e) It 1is an exception to liability of a wvehicle's

registered owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [£he

1icationof-Subsection{a)rox—+{e)r] if the registered owner of the

PP
vehicle transferred ownership of the vehicle to another person

before the toll was incurred [ewvent—of nonpayment—undex—Section

28054 oce
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] ] 17 17 . il ] 1 . . . ;
ynder Section228-0545], submitted written notice of the transfer

to the department in accordance with Section 501.147, and, before
the 30th day after the date the invoice [netice of nonpayment] is
mailed, provides to the department the name and address of the
person to whom the vehicle was transferred. If the former owner of
the vehicle provides the required information within the period

prescribed, the department may send an invoice [a—netice—sof

nonpayment] to the person to whom ownership of the vehicle was
transferred at the address provided by the former owner by first
class mail before the 30th day after the date of receipt of the

required information from the former owner. The department may

send all subsequent invoices [rotices—eofnonpayment] associated
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with the vehicle to the person to whom ownership of the vehicle was
transferred at the address provided by the former owner or an
alternate address provided by the subsequent owner or derived

through other reliable means. [The-subseguent owner of the wvehicle

for whie Rl et aWatk’d +~11 waco nnt
+—oF Wit T T o T WTtto o

n
4

(i) The department may contract, in accordance with Section
2107.003, Government Code, with a person to collect the unpaid toll

and any applicable administrative fee before referring the matter

to a court for collection of a civil penalty under Section 372.1013

[\'71 +h v 1o ~4
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SECTION 2.06. Section 228.056, Transportation Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 228.056. PROOF OF LIABILITY FOR TOLL; DEFENSE FOR

STOLEN VEHICLE [PRESUMPTIONS PRIMA FACTIE EVIDENCE+ DEFENSES]. (a)

qt
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Proof [Frm

228,055

—p¥eof] that a [£he] vehicle was driven or towed through a
[£he] toll collection facility without payment of the proper toll
may be shown by a video recording, photograph, electronic
recording, or other appropriate evidence, 1including evidence

obtained by automated enforcement technology.
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(b) In determining liability for an incurred toll [£he

roooocil
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(1) it 1is presumed that the invoice containing the

assessment for the toll [retice—-ofnonpayment] was received on the
fifth day after the date of mailing;

(2) a computer record of the Texas Department of Motor
Vehicles of the registered owner of the vehicle is prima facie

evidence of its contents and that the person identified in the

record as the vehicle's registered owner [defendant] was the

registered owner of the vehicle when the toll was incurred

(3) a copy of a [+ke] rental, lease, or other contract
document, or the electronic data provided to the department under

Section 228.055(d), covering the vehicle on the date the toll was

incurred [of—+the wunderlving event of nonpayment—under Section

28
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Seection228-0545] is prima facie evidence of its contents and that

the person identified in the document [defendant] was the lessee of

the vehicle when the toll was incurred [uvnderlying—event—of
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owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [prosecution under Seection

229 055 (c)

—d=1)—ox—{e)] that the [moetex] vehicle [in—guestion]

was stolen before the toll was incurred [failure—to—pay—theproper
toll oecer

gr¥red] and had not been recovered before the toll was

incurred [failureto pay—oceurred], but only if the theft was
reported to the appropriate law enforcement authority before the
earlier of:

(1) the time the toll was incurred [fhe—eocecurrence—of
the failure topay]; or

(2) eight hours after the discovery of the theft.

SECTION 2.07. Section 228.059, Transportation Code, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 228.059. TOLL COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT BY OTHER
ENTITY [+—OEEENSE]. An entity operating a toll lane pursuant to
Section 228.007(b) has, with regard to toll collection and

enforcement for that toll lane, the same powers and duties as the

department under this chapter. [Apersonwhofailstopayatollorx

seetions] The entity may use revenues for improvement, extension,

expansion, or maintenance of the toll lane.
SECTION 2.08. The heading to Section 284.070,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 284.070. TOLL PAYMENT REQUIRED; EMERGENCY VEHICLES



http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TN&Value=228.055&Date=3/6/2017
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EXEMPT [ NONRAYMENT OF POLL . QREENSE] .
SECTION 2.09. Sections 284.070(a) and (d), Transportation

Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person who [cemmits—aneoffense ifthe persont

[+35>] operates a vehicle on a county project shalll[+

ases—te] pay a toll imposed under

Section 284.069.
(d) In a county with a population over 2.8 million,

liability for a civil penalty under Section 372.1013 [an—effense

nder—this seection] may be determined [pxeoseeuted] in any precinct

in the county in which the toll was incurred [effense —was

committed].
SECTION 2.10. The heading to Section 284.0701,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 284.0701. INVOICE; EXCEPTIONS FOR LEASED OR

TRANSFERRED VEHICLE [ABMINESTRATIVE COSTS+ NOTICE OFEENSE] .

SECTION 2.11. Sections 284.0701(a), (b), (d4), (d-1), and
(e), Transportation Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) If a county does not collect a toll at the time the toll

is incurred by a vehicle [In—the—event—of an—offense—commitied]

under Section 284.070, the county shall assess the toll on and send

an invoice containing the assessment to the vehicle's registered

owner [en—dissuance of o written notice of nonpayment,the

10
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to—excecos 5200 | The county shall send the invoice [a—wxitten

notice of nonpayment] to the registered owner of the vehicle at that

owner's address as shown in the vehicle registration records of the
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles by first-class mail not later

than the 30th day after the date the toll was incurred [ef—%the

(d) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)

[ex—<e)] if the registered owner of the vehicle is a lessor of the

vehicle and not later than the 30th day after the date an invoice

containing an assessment of a toll [+he—neoticeof nonpayment]| is

mailed provides to the authority:

(1) a copy of the rental, lease, or other contract

document covering the vehicle on the date the toll was incurred [e£f

the nonpaymentunder Section284-070], with the name and address of

the lessee clearly legible; or

(2) electronic data, other than a photocopy or scan of
a rental or lease contract, that contains the information required
under Sections 521.460(c) (1), (2), and (3) covering the vehicle on

the date the toll was incurred [ef—the—nonpayment—under—Section
284-070].

(d-1) If the 1lessor provides the required information
within the period prescribed under Subsection (d), the authority

may send an invoice containing an assessment of the incurred toll [=a

11
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notice of nonpayment] to the lessee at the address provided under
Subsection (d) by first class mail before the 30th day after the
date of receipt of the required information from the lessor. [The

laoccnan Anf +hn voh1o01a Fary tvhaeoh +1h A Ny 77 17
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H

(e) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (a)

or Section 372.1011 [4e)] if the registered owner of the vehicle

transferred ownership of the vehicle to another person before the

time the toll was incurred [event—ef—nonpayment—undexr—Section
284-070—ocecurred], submitted written notice of the transfer to the

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles in accordance with Section
501.147, and before the 30th day after the date the invoice

containing an assessment of the incurred toll [netice—of

nonpayment] is mailed, provides to the county the name and address
of the person to whom the vehicle was transferred. If the former

owner of the vehicle provides the required information within the

period prescribed, the county may send an invoice [a—metice—-of

nonpayment] to the person to whom ownership of the vehicle was
transferred at the address provided by the former owner by

first-class mail before the 30th day after the date of receipt of

the required information from the former owner. [ Fhe—subseguent

12
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SECTION 2.12. Section 284.0702, Transportation Code, 1is

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 284.0702. PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE; DEFENSE OF STOLEN

VEHICLE. (a) Proof [Fathe prosecutionof an offense under Section

284-070o¥ 2840701, proof] that a [£he] vehicle was driven or towed
through a [+#ke] toll collection facility without payment of the

proper toll may be shown by a video recording, photograph,
electronic recording, or other appropriate evidence, including
evidence obtained by automated enforcement technology.

(b) In determining liability for an incurred toll [£he

(1) a computer record of the department of the
registered owner of the vehicle is prima facie evidence of its

contents and that the person identified in the record [defendant]

was the registered owner of the vehicle when the toll was incurred

(2) a copy of the rental, lease, or other contract

document, or the electronic data provided to the authority under

13
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Section 284.0701(d), covering the vehicle on the date a toll was

incurrod Jeb—fhe whReerlvirng ovent ol poaravmernt undey Socbion
284-070] is prima facie evidence of its contents and that the person

identified in the document [defendant] was the lessee of the

vehicle when the toll was incurred [uwnadexrtying—event—ofnonpayment
under Section 284070 occurred] .

(c) It is a defense to liability of a vehicle's registered

owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [prosecutionunder Section
2840701} —Fd=1)—oexr—+{e)] that the vehicle in question was stolen

before the time the toll was incurred [foilure—to—pay—thePpropexr

o1l oceur¥red] and had not been recovered before the time the toll

was incurred [failure to pay eoceurred], but only if the theft was

reported to the appropriate law enforcement authority before the

qtr

earlier of:

(1) the time the toll was incurred [eeceuvrrenceof the
failure to pav]; or

(2) eight hours after the discovery of the theft.

SECTION 2.13. The heading to Subchapter D, Chapter 284,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER D. MISCELLANEOUS TOLL COLLECTION PROVISTIONS
]

SECTION 2.14. The heading to Section 284.2031,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 284.2031. CIVIL [ANDCRIMINAL] ENFORCEMENT COST.
SECTION 2.15. Section 284.2031(a), Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) A county may impose, in addition to other costs, $1 as a

14
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court cost on the imposition of a civil penalty associated with an

invoice for a toll incurred [conviction toadefendant convictedof

an—-offense] under Section [284-0740+] 284.0701[+ex284-203] in an
action brought by the county or district attorney.

SECTION 2.16. Section 284.2032(a), Transportation Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) A county with a population of 3.3 million or more may
impose, in addition to other costs, $1 as an administrative cost

associated with collecting an incurred [a] toll or charge for each

toll or charge incurred [event eof nonpayment of o reguired toll or

charge—imposed] under Section 284.069.
SECTION 2.17. The heading to Section 366.178,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 366.178. TOLL PAYMENT REQUIRED; EMERGENCY VEHICLES

EXEMPT; DEFENSES FOR STOLEN OR LEASED VEHICLE [EAILURE OR REFUSAL

O PAV rrlr\TT]
+ Aoty | .

SECTION 2.18. Sections 366.178(b-2), (f), (£-1), (g), (h),
(i), (i-1), and (k), Transportation Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(b-2) If the authority does not collect the proper toll at
the time a vehicle is driven or towed through a toll assessment

facility, the authority shall assess the incurred toll on and send

an invoice containing the assessment by first class mail to the

registered owner of the vehicle. The invoice may include one or more

tolls assessed by the authority for use of the project by the
[renpaying] vehicle [and-must—specifythe date by whichthe toll or
1] ] Lq  ded 1 ] : o3y e
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. ; ol ] {4 tolle ineluded in the inved

1 ] he 25tk d . he d he i . . led].
(f) Except as provided by Subsection (f-1), [in—%the

osecution—of s wiclation for nonpavwment, proof that a [+he]

pr
vehicle passed through a toll assessment facility and that the
amount included in the invoice [thethird notice of nonpayment] was

not paid before the date specified in the invoice [netiece],

together with proof that the person to whom the invoice was mailed

[defendant] was the registered owner or the driver of the vehicle
when the [wmpaid] toll was incurred [assessed], establishes
liability of the invoice recipient [the—nonpayment—of —the
¥registered—ownexr]. The proof may be by testimony of a peace officer

or authority employee, video surveillance, or any other reasonable

evidence, including a copy of the rental, lease, or other contract
document or the electronic data provided to the authority under

Subsection (i) that shows the invoice recipient [defendant] was the

lessee of the vehicle when the [wapaid] toll was incurred
[assessed].

(f-1) Liability of [Nenpaeymentby] the registered owner of a

[#he] vehicle for tolls incurred by the vehicle may be established

by:

(1) a copy of a written agreement Dbetween the
authority and the registered owner for the payment of unpaid tolls
and administrative fees; and

(2) evidence that the registered owner is in default
under the agreement.

(g) The court of the local jurisdiction in which a [+hke
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wapaid] toll was incurred [assessed] may assess and collect the

amounts owed under a written agreement between the authority and

the registered owner [£fime] in addition to any court costs. The

court may collect and forward to the authority the amounts owed

under the agreement [ propexiy assessed gRpai-d tolls
] - ’ ] ] 1 1] . . :

[(1\ +hao ~n
L7 -

(h) It is a defense to liability of a vehicle's registered

owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [nonpayment—undexr—this

seetion] that the motor vehicle in question was stolen before the

time the toll was incurred [failuretopaythe propertolloccurred]

and was not recovered by the time the toll was incurred [ef—the

failure—to—pay], but only if the theft was reported to the

appropriate law enforcement authority before the earlier of:

qr
op
)

(1) the time the toll was incurred [eecurrence of
failure topav]; or
(2) eight hours after the discovery of the theft.

(i) A registered owner who is the lessor of a vehicle for
which an invoice is mailed under Subsection (b-2) or (b-3) is not
liable if, not later than the 30th day after the date the invoice is
mailed, the registered owner provides to the authority:

(1) a copy of the rental, lease, or other contract
document covering the vehicle on the date the [wmpaid] toll was
incurred [assessed], with the name and address of the lessee

clearly legible; or

17
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(2) electronic data, other than a photocopy or scan of

a rental or lease contract, that contains the information required

under Sections 521.460(c) (1), (2), and (3) covering the vehicle on

the date the [wmpaid] toll was incurred [assessed] under this
section.

(i-1) If the lessor timely provides the required
information under Subsection (i), the lessee of the vehicle on the
date the [wmpaid] toll was incurred [assessed] is considered to be
the registered owner of the vehicle for purposes of this section,
and the authority shall follow the procedures provided by this
section as if the lessee were the registered owner of the vehicle,
including sending an invoice to the lessee by first-class mail not
later than the 30th day after the date of the receipt of the
information from the lessor.

(k) As authorized under Section 322.008(d)(2), Business &
Commerce Code, an authority may provide information, including an
invoice [e¥x—mnotiece], required under this section to be sent first
class mail instead as an electronic record:

(1) if the recipient of the information agrees to the
transmission of the information as an electronic record; and
(2) on terms acceptable to the recipient.

SECTION 2.19. The heading to Section 370.177,

Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 370.177. TOLL PAYMENT REQUIRED; INVOICE; EMERGENCY

VEHICLES EXEMPT; DEFENSES FOR STOLEN, TRANSFERRED, OR LEASED

VEHICLE [Z%

ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTY] .

18
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SECTION 2.20. Sections 370.177(a), (b), (c), (e), (e-1),

(f), (i), and (j), Transportation Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (a-1), the operator of

a vehicle, other than an authorized emergency vehicle as defined by

Section 541.201, that is driven or towed through a toll collection

facility of a turnpike project shall pay the proper toll. [The

szoaha1o0la wha Avaszac Ay + Ao
\4 T == wWiITo— ST v =4 w

oavrataor of o vzahi1ecla +hy b
oo TT— O+ v-etrTc— oSt

on
4

offancao A offanacan
ot tiot—= 3 1o

ine not +toexceed S250-] The exemption from
payment of a toll for an authorized emergency vehicle applies
regardless of whether the vehicle is:

(1) responding to an emergency;

(2) displaying a flashing light; or

(3) marked as an emergency vehicle.

(b) If a [Fa+the—event ot nonpavyrmentof Fhe proper] toll s
not paid at the time the toll is incurred by a vehicle [as—xeguired

by Subseetion+{ar)], the authority shall assess the incurred toll on

and send an invoice containing the assessment to [en—issuvance—-of—a

written—notice—of nonpayment,] the registered owner of the

administrative fee to recover the cost of collecting the unpaid
foll,—not—to—exceed——3$100-] The authority shall send the invoice

containing the toll assessment [a—wxrittenneotice—-ofnonpayment] to

19
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the registered owner of the vehicle at that owner's address as shown
in the vehicle registration records of the department by first

class mail not later than the 30th day after the date the toll was

incurreod [efthe alleges failure o pav and may Yeguire payment nos
sooner—thanthe 30th day after the date the notice wasmailed—The

. : hall 17 1 o dming : 5
for each event of nonpavmernt under Subsection {al].

(e) It is an exception to the 1liability of a vehicle's

registered owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [£he

appticationof Subseection{b)oxr—{a)] that the registered owner [ef

thewehiecle] is a lessor of the vehicle and not later than the 30th

day after the date the invoice [nrotice—ofnonpayment] is mailed

provides to the authority:

(1) a copy of the rental, lease, or other contract

document covering the vehicle on the date the toll was incurred [e£f

thenonpayment—underSubsection—{a)], with the name and address of

the lessee clearly legible; or

(2) electronic data, other than a photocopy or scan of
a rental or lease contract, that contains the information required
under Sections 521.460(c) (1), (2), and (3) covering the vehicle on

the date the toll was incurred [ef—thenonpayment—under—Subsection
=] .

(e=1) If the 1lessor provides the required information

within the period prescribed under Subsection (e), the authority

may send an invoice [a—neotice—-ofnonpayment] to the lessee at the

address provided under Subsection (e) by first class mail before

the 30th day after the date of receipt of the required information

20
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(f) It is an exception to the 1liability of a vehicle's

registered owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [£he

appticationof Subseection{b)oxr—{a)] that the registered owner [ef
thewvehiele] transferred ownership of the vehicle to another person

before the time the toll was incurred [event eof neonpayment undex

Hmhoaoact
(= =SS =

(D)

-
=

on () faVWalal
TT v Cr/

rred], submitted written notice of the transfer
to the department in accordance with Section 501.147, and before
the 30th day after the date the invoice containing an assessment of

the toll [netice—of nonpayment] 1s mailed, provides to the

authority the name and address of the person to whom the vehicle was

transferred. If the former owner of the vehicle provides the
required information within the period prescribed, the authority

may send an invoice containing an assessment of the toll [a—mnetice

of nonpayment] to the person to whom ownership of the vehicle was

transferred at the address provided by the former owner by first

class mail before the 30th day after the date of receipt of the

required information from the former owner. [Fhe—subseguent—owner

21
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(i) Proof [Ian—the prosecutionof an offense wunder +this
! ] that a [£he] wvehicle assed through a toll
, —

collection facility without payment of the proper toll together

with proof that the invoice recipient [defendant] was the

registered owner or the driver of the vehicle when the toll was

incurred [faituretopavy—ocecuxrred], establishes liability of the
invoice recipient [theneonpayment—of the registeredownexr]|. The

proof may be by testimony of a peace officer or authority employee,

video surveillance, or any other reasonable evidence, including:
(1) evidence obtained by automated enforcement
technology that the authority determines is necessary, including
automated enforcement technology described by Sections 228.058(a)
and (b); or
(2) a copy of the rental, lease, or other contract
document or the electronic data provided to the authority under

Subsection (e) that shows that the invoice recipient [+he

defendant] was the lessee of the vehicle when the toll was incurred
[wnderlyving eventof nonpavment occurred].
(j) It is a defense to liability of a vehicle's registered

owner for a toll incurred by the vehicle [pxreosecution undexr this
seetion] that the motor vehicle in question was stolen before the

toll was incurred [failuretopaythe proper—tollocecurred] and was
not recovered by the time the toll was incurred [ef—thefailure—teo

22


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TN&Value=228.058&Date=3/6/2017

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.B. No. 3017
pay¥], but only if the theft was reported to the appropriate law
enforcement authority before the earlier of:

(1) the time the toll was incurred [eeeuvrrence of the
faiture to pay ; or
(2) eight hours after the discovery of the theft.

SECTION 2.21. The heading to Section 372.105,
Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 372.105. INVOICES PROVIDED IN PERSON FOR USE OF TOLL

PROJECT [NONRAYMENT] BY VEHICLES NOT REGISTERED IN THIS STATE.
SECTION 2.22. Sections 372.105(a) and (b), Transportation
Code, are amended to read as follows:
(a) A toll project entity may, in lieu of mailing an invoice
[a—writtennotice—ofnonpayment], serve with an invoice [a—wxitten
notice—ofrnonpayment] in person an owner of a vehicle that is not

registered 1in this state, 1including the owner of a vehicle

registered in another state of the United States, the United

Mexican States, a state of the United Mexican States, or another

country or territory. An invoice [Anetice of nenpayment] may also

be served by an employee of a governmental entity operating an

international bridge at the time a vehicle with a record of
nonpayment seeks to enter or leave this state.

(b) An invoice [EBach written notice of nonpayment]| issued
under Subsection (a) must be paid not later than the 30th day after

the date the invoice is issued [shall inelude a warning that the

molrntco
oo co

1N +h o not Falia maszZ raococy
TIT TTIT TT T TrrCE T =4

2
== ey
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ARTICLE 3. REPEALERS
SECTION 3.01. The following sections of the Transportation
Code are repealed:
(1) Sections 228.054(b) and (c);
(2) Section 228.0545;
(3) Sections 228.055(a), (b), (c), (f), (g), and (h);
(4) Sections 284.0701(c), (f), and (9g);
(5) Sections 284.202, 284.203, 284.2031(b), 284.204,
284.205, 284.206, 284.207, 284.208, 284.209, 284.210, 284.211, and
284.212;
(6) Sections 366.178(b), (b-1), (b-4), (c), (4d),
(d-1), (d-2), and (e);
(7) Sections 370.177(d4), (g), and (h);
(8) Sections 372.105(c), (d), (e), and (f);
(9) Sections 372.106, 372.107, 372.108, 372.109,
372.110, 372.111, 372.112, 372.113, 372.114, and 372.115; and
(10) Section 502.011.
ARTICLE 4. TRANSITION; EFFECTIVE DATE
SECTION 4.01. The changes in law made by this Act apply only
to a toll incurred on or after the effective date of this Act. A
toll incurred before the effective date of this Act is governed by
the law in effect on the date the toll was incurred, and the former
law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 4.02. This Act takes effect January 1, 2018.
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