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May 3, 2017

TO: Honorable Gary Elkins, Chair, House Committee on Government Transparency &
Operation

 
FROM: Ursula Parks, Director, Legislative Budget Board
 
IN RE: HB3491 by Meyer (Relating to limitations on the use of a biometric identifier by a

governmental body.), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend the Government Code to prohibit a governmental body from capturing or
possessing an individual's biometric identifier(s) as a prerequisite to providing a governmental
service to the individual unless the governmental body has certain statutory authority to do so.
The bill also expands the definition of "biometric identifier" to include any measurement of the
human body used to uniquely identify or authenticate a person's identity, including blood sample,
DNA sample, fingerprint, or retina scan, among others. It is assumed any costs associated with
implementing the bill could be absorbed within current resources.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2017.

Local Government Impact

According to the San Antonio Police Department, no fiscal impact to the Department is
anticipated.

Source Agencies: 302 Office of the Attorney General, 405 Department of Public Safety
LBB Staff: UP, SLE, AI, JAW, JGA, LBO
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