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Need

CALL TODAY
Usually 30 Minute Service

$40 to $1,340
Reliable
Finance

376 W. Hidalgo • Raymondville
689-6512

We want to make you a Loan!!
CASH?

3-TFN

by Victoria Perez, Journalism
student

Sports News
The 7th boys’ and girls’ bas-

ketball teams captured outstand-
ing victories over Port Isabel last
week. Both the 7th and 8th grade
boys’ and girls’ teams will play
their final game of the season this
week versus Rio Hondo.

Track season will officially
get underway next week with
practice at the high school sta-
dium. Practice will begin Mon-
day from 4:00-5:30 P.M. The first

MGMS News
middle school track meet will
take place Feb. 25 (Sat.) in Ray-
mondville.
Student News

The MGMS UIL Academic
team competed in their district
meet last Saturday in Progreso.
Overall, the team finished as the
district runner-up (2nd place),
bringing home a grand total of 66
trophies and ribbons. A special
rally will be held to recognize and
honor the UIL team members.

Students will be taking
benchmark exams next week to
help monitor academic progress.

Benchmark will be taken in the
areas of Math, Reading (for 6th
and 7th grade); Science and So-
cial Studies (8th grade).

8th grade students traveled to
Kingsville last week to participate
in a Health Professionals Confer-
ence. Students were involved in
numerous hands on activities that
included learning to stitch, emer-
gency medical response proce-
dures, and physical therapy tech-
niques. The conference was held
at the Texas A&M University-
Kingsville campus.

MGMS STUDENTS learned about surgical procedures and techniques.

MGMS 8TH STUDENTS attended a health professionals conference at Texas A&M Univer-
sity Kingsville. Students were involved in various hands on activities as part of the conference
and received information about careers in the health profession.
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LASARA ISD STUDENTS pose with their animals at the Wil-
lacy County Livestock Show. Shown, from left to right, are
Madison Gonzales (8th grade) and Delicia Guerra (8th grade).

ERICA NICOLE FUENTES (7th grader at Lasara ISD) poses
with her animal at the Willacy County Livestock Show.

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) The
Texas Historical Commission has
granted landmark status to the
Houston Astrodome amid plans
to redevelop the vacant stadium.

Commission members voted
Friday to recognize the Astro-
dome as a Texas antiquities land-
mark and to provide legal protec-
tions.

The Astrodome opened in
1965 and has been vacant for 18
years, falling into disrepair. The
enclosed stadium was declared
unfit for occupancy in 2009. Vot-
ers in 2013 rejected a $217 mil-
lion renovation package.

Harris County commission-
ers last year approved a $105 mil-
lion redevelopment project that
includes space for public and
other commercial use, plus park-

Texas Historical Commission names
Astrodome a landmark

ing.
County Judge Ed Emmett ex-

pressed appreciation Friday for
the landmark designation. He said
officials will work closely with the

Texas Historical Commission on
future Astrodome plans.

The Astrodome in 2014
joined the National Register of
Historic Places.

RICHMOND, Texas (AP)
Investigators say 17 men from
Colombia have been arrested
over dozens of home burglaries
targeting communities with resi-
dents of Asian, Pakistani and
Middle Eastern descent.

The Fort Bend County
Sheriff's Office on Thursday an-
nounced the arrests on burglary

17 Colombians charged in dozens of
Houston-area burglaries

charges related to about 120 cases
since last year. Investigators say
the thieves were stealing expen-
sive jewelry and purses during
late-night thefts.

Houston police also identified
multiple burglary cases with the
same characteristics.

Authorities developed infor-
mation about several suspects,

leading to recent 24-hour surveil-
lance and the arrests.

A sheriff's office statement
says four of the men are also be-
ing held for immigration-related
issues. Further details on those
cases weren't immediately re-
leased.

VICTORIA, Texas (AP) An
early-morning fire has destroyed
a Texas mosque that had been a
target of hatred in the past.

The Victoria Advocate re-

Texas mosque destroyed in early-
morning blaze; cause unknown

ports that a convenience store
clerk spotted smoke and flames
billowing from the Islamic Cen-
ter of Victoria at around 2 a.m.
Saturday and called the fire de-
partment.

Jeff Cowan, battalion chief for
the city’s fire department, says
firefighters and police officers
found the mosque completely
consumed in flames when they
arrived.

The blaze was extinguished
about four hours later. No injuries
have been reported.

Victoria Fire Marshal Tom
Legler has asked for help from

state and federal fire investigators
to determine what caused the
blaze.

The Islamic center’s presi-
dent, Shahid Hashmi, wouldn’t
speculate about whether it was
arson, but he says the building
was burglarized a week ago. The
paper reports that in July 2013, a
man admitted to painting “H8,”
a computer shorthand for “hate,”
on the outside of the building.

The mosque has a congrega-
tion of 100 members. Victoria is
about 115 miles southwest of
Houston.

DALLAS (AP) Emergency
responders have rescued two win-
dow washers after one side of
their scaffold gave way about 12
stories up along a Dallas sky-
scraper.

Both men were saved
Wednesday afternoon from out-
side the Prosperity Bank building
in North Dallas. The scaffold was
still dangling from the 15-story
building as the hour-long rescue
ended during cloudy conditions
with wind gusts topping 15 mph.

Authorities are trying to de-
termine what caused the scaffold
to give way.

Dallas Fire-Rescue teams
were able to reach one of the
stranded workers and pull him to
the roof. Live TV coverage
showed an emergency responder
reaching the other man, who was
lowered to the ground with the
help of a harness.

Medical personnel were ex-
amining both men. Their names
and further details about them
weren't immediately released.

Emergency crews
in Dallas rescue 2
high-rise window
washers

Gateway RV Park
Entertainment

DANCE: Saturday, Feb. 11- Roger Kenaston Band, 7
to 1 a.m., $5.00 per person. For more info contact Kay at
(612) 300-6027.

ENTERTAINMENT: Wednesday, Feb. 1 - Jeff Gor-
don - 7-9 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 8 - Helen Russell - 7 -9 p.m.
Public is invited. $7.00 per person. For more info con-

tact Betty at (319) 750-5220.

WASHINGTON (AP) The
chief of the Border Patrol has left
the agency that's in charge of se-
curing America's borders with
Mexico and Canada.

According to a U.S. official
and a former official, Border Pa-
trol agents have been told that
Mark Morgan is no longer on the
job. It's not immediately clear
whether Morgan resigned or was
asked to leave.

The U.S. official wasn't au-
thorized to discuss the move be-
fore a public announcement and
spoke on condition of anonymity.
The former official asked not to
be identified before a government
announcement.

Morgan's departure comes a
day after President Donald Trump
announced plans to build a wall
at the Mexican border and hire
5,000 Border Patrol agents.

Border Patrol
chief out day after
Trump border
fence decree


