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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

March 22, 2019

The Honorable Dan Patrick
Lieutenant Governor of Texas
Capitol Station

PO Box 12068

Austin, Texas 78711

Re:  Responsibility of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Pursuant to
Article XVI, Section 59(d), Texas Constitution.

Senate Bill (SB) 528, as Filed by Senator Kel Seliger-relating to the limitation on the
maintenance and operation tax of the North Plains Groundwater Conservation District.

Dear Governor Patrick;

The following comments are provided pursuant to the Constitutional requirements referenced
above. Under those requirements, the TCEQ must submit, to the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor and Speaker of the House of Representatives, the TCEQ’s recommendations on
specific legislation affecting water districts. We recommend that these comments be considered
in the evaluation of the proposed legislation.

The bill provides changes to the North Plains Groundwater Conservation District (GCD), Chapter
§8887, Special District Local Laws Code. The bill removes Section §8887.151, that provided a
maximum ad valorem taxation rate of five cents on each $100 of assessed valuation on property
in the district that was subject to taxation for operations and maintenance expenses. The district
continues to retain all rights, powers, privileges and duties provided by the Texas Water Code,
Chapter 36, including the authority to levy an ad valorem tax.

Sincerely,

iynh Nygren, Dir to%\’—\
ater Availability DiVision

cc:  The Honorable Charles Perry, Chairman, Senate Committee on Water and Rural Affairs
Senator Kel Seliger, Texas Senate

P.O.Box 13087 <+ Austin, Texas 78711-3087 + 512-239-1000 °* tceq.texas.gov

How is our customer service? tceg.texas.gov/customersurvey

printed on recycled paper . |



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
TEXAS SENATE
STATE OF TEXAS

SB 528
Bill Number

TO: ) The Honorable Governor of Texas

SUBJECT: A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation District

This is to transmit to you and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality copies of a bill relatingto  a
conservation and reclamation district and copies of the notice of intention to introduce the bill. One copy is
for your files and one for you to forward to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, under Section
59(d), Article XVI, Constitution of the State of Texas.

2/4/2019 C?éa% (jﬂ(/

. (%4
Date transmitted to Secretary of the Senate

Governor's Office

TO: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

SUBJECT: A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation District

This is to forward to you a copy of a bill relating to conservation and reclamation district and a copy of the
notice of intention to introduce the bill.

February 22, 2019 W M
(g

Date transmitted to Govertior

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

TO: The Honorable President of the Senate
The Honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives
The Honorable Governor of Texas

SUBJECT: A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation District

Attached are recommendations of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in compliance with
Section 59(d), Article XVI, Constitution of the State of Texas.

eyas Commission on Envi

nmental Quality
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By: Seliger S.B. No. 528

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the limitation on the maintenance and operation tax of
the North Plains Groundwater Conservation District.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 8887.151, Special District Local Laws
Code, as effective April 1, 2019, is ;epealed.

SECTION 2. (a) The legal notice of the intention to
introduce this Act, setting forth the general substance of this
Act, has been published as provided by law, and the notice and a
copy of this Act have been furnished to all persons, agencies,
officials, or entities to which they are required to be furnished
under Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, and Chapter 313,
Government Code.

(b) The governor, one of the required recipients, has
submitted the notice and Act to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality.

(c) The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has filed
its recommendations relating to this Act with the governor, the
lieutenant governor, and the speaker of the house of
representatives within the required time.

(d) All requirements of the constitution and laws of this
state and the rules and procedures of the legislature with respect
to the notice, introduction, and passage of this Act are fulfilled

and accomplished.

86R6853 AAF-D 1



S.B. No. 528

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2019.
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NOTICE OF NORTH PLAINS

Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF TEXAS } NOTICE OF NORTH PLAINS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRCT'S

COUNTY OF POTTER }

8s INTENT TO APPLY FOR PASSAGE OF A LOCAL LAW

North Plains Groundwater Conservation District, 603 East First Street, Dumas,
Texas 79029 ("District™} heraby gives notice of its intent to apply to the 86th
Legislature of the State of Texas, currently in Regular Session, to amend the

Heather Contreras, being duly sworn, says: District's Enabling Act, Tex, Special District Local Laws Cade Title 6, Subtitle H,
Chapter 8887, be deleting therefrom:

That she is Legal Clerk of the Amarilio Globe-News, a "Sec. 8687.151, LIMITATION ON MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION TAX. To pay

daily newspaper of general circulation, printed and the maintenance and operating expenses of the district, including the maintenance

published in Amarilio, Potter County, Texas; that the of its instaliations and activities, the district may impose ad valorem taxes annually at

publication, a copy of which is attached hereto, was

a rate not to exceed five cents on each $100 of assesssed vaiuation on property in
the district subject to taxation. (Acts 54th Leg., Ch. 498, Sec. 2 {part).”

pubiished in the said newspaper on the following dates:

January 21, 2019

That said newspaper was regularly issued and cifculated
on those gates. o

N Al

LegarClenc \Zrh
Subscribed to and sworn to me this 2 y of January

o

00004439

\

"\

4 My Commission Expires
(& 00082021
0 No. 12334976

16039060

NORTH PLAINS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION

DISTRICT

PO BOX 785
DUMAS, TX 79029



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF TEXAS l[ Uig 209

COUNTY OF DALLAM

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally
appeared Kelly Nash, who being by me duly sworn, deposes and
says that she is a representative of the Dalhart Texan; that said
newspaper is regularly published in Dallam County, Texas, and is
generally circulated within the following counties Dallam and
Hartley, Texas; that the attached notice was published in said
newspaper on the following date:

January 22, 2019

Yol M\QQ)

Kelly I\fash,hjblic Notice Representative
e

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ‘94 day of
dyws ar N , 2019, to certify which

witness my hand ghd seal of office.

SNl Q. Prrre

Notary Riiblicth and for the State of Texas
(sign name)

1%, BEVERLY 4o BRown
A )‘\ SNotary Public

i tate of Texas
%}m e My Comm Exp. 0611972020




www.highplainsobserver.com

Affidavit of Publisher

State of Texas
County of Moore

Before me, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for said
County and State this day personally appeared Gina Gillispie known to
be, and who being by me duly sworn on oath deposes and says that
she is the Editor and Publisher of the High Plains Observer, a news
site published in said Hansford/Moore/Ochiltree/Hutchinson
Counties, State of Texas, and has been in uninterrupted online

publication that a copy of attached Citation: LEGAL NOTICE:
Notice Of North Plains Groundwater Conservation
District's Intent To Apply For Passage Of A Local Law

was published on said news site on the following day(s) to wit:
January 21-28, and news site(s) of which is hereto attached.

(Spearman, Dumas, Perryton, Hutchinson County)

By: Editor The High Plains Observer

Gina Gillispie

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this

Notary Public, Hansford County

PO Box 366*Spearman*Texas+79081+806-659-5341bgillispie@ptsi.net
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Notice Of North Plains Groundwater Conservation

District's Intent To Apply For Passage Of A Local Law

NOTICE OF NORTH PLAINS GROUNDWATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT'S INTENT TO APPLY FOR
PASSAGE OF A LOCAL LAW

Horth Plans Groundwater Conservation District, 603 Fast First Street, Dumas,
Texas 73029 ("District™) hereby gives natice of its intent to apply to the B6™
Legislature of the State of Texas, currently in Reguidr Session, 19 amend the
District's Enabing Act, Tex. Special District Local Laws Code Title 6, Subtitic H,
Chagter 8887, by deleting therefrom:

"Sec. BYB7.151. LIMITATION ON MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION TAX. To pay
the maintenance and operating expenses of the district, inchuding the maintenance
of its instaliations and activities, the district may impose ag valorem taxes annually
at a rate not to exceed five cents on each $100 of assessed valuation on property
in the district subject to taxation, (Adts 54th Leg., R_S., Ch. 498, Sec, 2 {part).”

Manday, January 21, 2013

v 0B YL
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- AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HANSFORD

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared
Ernie Bowen, who being by me duly sworn, deposes and says that he is
the Asst. Editor of The Hansford County Reporter-Statesman; that said

newspaper is generally circulated in Spearman, Texas; that the Notice of
rth Plains Groundwater Conservation District’s Intent to A for

Passage of a Local Law notice was published in said newspaper on the
following date: January 24, 2019

Ernie Bowen, Asst. Editor

Subscribed and sworn to before me this the __ Slet day of %@%

20_14__ to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.
Notary Public in and for the State of Texas .

t

{printed name of Notary Public)

My Commission Expires: ()6-0%-2(
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NOTICE OF NORTH PLAINS GROUNDWATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT'S INTENY TO APPLY FOR
PASSAGE OF A LOCAL LAW

"SeC, 8667151, LIMITATION ON MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION TAX. Topey
the maintenance and operating expenses of the district, inCluding the maintenance
of its installations and activitles, Ihe district sy impose ad valorer taxes annually
a8 rate oot t exceed five cenls on sach $100 of sssessad wakistion on property
in the district subject o taation. (Acts S&h Leg., R S., Ch. 498, Sec. 2 {pent}.”




AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF OCHILTREE
Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day person-
ally appeared MARY DUDLEY. known o me. who being
first duly sworn, an fier oath deposes und says that she is the
PUBLISHER of The Perryion Herald, 2 semi-weekly newspaper
of general cireulation, which has been regifarty and continnous!y
ptibtished in said county, for more than one vear next preceding
the daie of the lirst publication of the sttached notice: that a copy

of the within and foregoing notice

NOTICE OF NORTH PLAINS GROUNDWATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT'S INTENT TO
APPLY FOR PASSAGE OF A LOCAL LAW

was published iy said newspaper s such publication being on the
tollowing date(ss:

THURSDAY. JANUARY 24, 2019

and a newspaper copy of which is hereto attached,
TNy W Aopedley
L g ES

Subscried and sworn io before e ts the 31 day of Juntary, 219,

{HSEALN
\_,fs,f"pwc; O f“%«fez_y{;\
Notary Public.
Ochiftres County, Texas
MEAGAN ROGERS
Notary Pdkc, State of Teras

/ Nosary iD¥ 10877074
Hy Carmmission Expes 10-26-2020 Printer's bee 3 578







EXHIBIT “"A” TO AFFIDAVIT OF KRISTEN BLACKWELL




NOTICE OF NORTH PLAINS GROUNDWATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT'S INTENT TO APPLY FOR
PASSAGE OF A LOCAL LAW

North Plains Groundwater Conservation District, 603 East First Street, Dumas,
Texas 79029 (“District”) hereby gives notice of its intent to apply to the 86t
Legislature of the State of Texas, currently in Regular Session, to amend the
District’s Enabling Act, Tex. Special District Local Laws Code Title 6, Subtitle H,

Chapter 8887, by deleting therefrom:

"Sec. 8887.151. LIMITATION ON MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION TAX. To pay
the maintenance and operating expenses of the district, including the maintenance
of its installations and activities, the district may impose ad valorem taxes annuaily
at a rate not to exceed five cents on each $100 of assessed valuation on property
in the district subject to taxation. (Acts 54th Leg., R.S., Ch. 498, Sec. 2 (part).”

Dated this 15th day of January, 2019.
NORTH PLAINS GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

o Tty Lios

. POSTED F. Keith Good,)General Counsgl 3

‘Qmmm‘[ ,5_ %g/ﬁ
(AT [ [T O'cLdCK M.

COUNTY®ELERK
HARFUEY G Y, TEXAS
8y

LN {




STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF MOORE §
AFFIDAVIT OF KRISTEN BLACKWELL

Before me, the undersigned notary, on this day, personally appeared
KRISTEN BLACKWELL, a person whose identity is known to me. After I
administered an oath to her, upon her oath, she said:

"My name is KRISTEN BLACKWELL. I am over the age of eighteen years.
I am of sound mind and competent of making this Affidavit. I have personal
knowledge of the facts stated in this Affidavit, and they are true and correct.

“On January 18, 2019, at 1:19 p.m., the Office of the County Clerk in Hartley
County, Texas posted the Notice of North Plains Groundwater Conservation
District’s Intent to Apply for Passage of a Local Law in the County Courthouse
where Notices are generally posted, a file-endorsed copy of said Notice is attached
hereto as Exhibit [A] and is incorporated herein for all purposes.

"On January 18, 2019, at 1:25 p.m., I posted a Notice of North Plains
Groundwater Conservation District’s Intent to Apply for Passage of a Local Law
which was identical to Exhibit [A] attached hereto and is incorporated herein for
all purposes at the U.S. Post Office, 705 Rock Island Street, Channing, Hartley
County, Texas 79018.

“On January 18, 2019, at 1:32 p.m., I posted a Notice of North Plains
Groundwater Conservation District’s Intent to Apply for Passage of a Local Law
which was identical to Exhibit [A] attached hereto and is incorporated herein for
all purposes at Rockin” 3K Mercantile, 1200 Rock Istand Street, Channing, Hartley
County, Texas 79018.

“On January 18, 2019, at 2:02 p.m., I posted a Notice of North Plains
Groundwater Conservation District’s Intent to Apply for Passage of a Local Law
which was identical to Exhibit [A] attached hereto and is incorporated herein for
all purposes at the Hartley County Appraisal District, 1011 4* Street, Hartley,
Hartley County, Texas 79022.

“On January 18, 2019, at 2:04 p.m., I posted a Notice of North Plains
Groundwater Conservation District’s Intent to Apply for Passage of a Local Law
which was identical to Exhibit [A] attached hereto and is incorporated herein for
all purposes at the U.S. Post Office, 210 White, Hartley, Hartley County, Texas
79022,




“On January 18, 2019, at 2:07 p.m., I posted a Notice of North Plains
Groundwater Conservation District’s Intent to Apply for Passage of a Local Law
which was identical to Exhibit [A] is attached hereto and incorporated herein for
all purposes at the Hitchin’ Post, 711 U.S. Highway 87, Hartley, Hartley County,
Texas 79022.”

Further Affiant sayeth not.

e P

,KR}!STEN BLACKWELL

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME by KRISTEN BLACKWELL
on January 30, 2019.

.

Notary Public in ang for

the State of Texas
| NG
. . NGOG
My commission expires: /2 //9 / FOII— g“q},.-;‘;i"?usz:g-..o"g
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