
By:AAGuillen (Senate SponsorA-AZaffirini) H.B.ANo.A1494
(In the SenateA-AReceived from the House AprilA26,A2019;

AprilA29,A2019, read first time and referred to Committee on
Administration; MayA3,A2019, reported favorably by the following
vote: Yeas 4, Nays 0; MayA3,A2019, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA Yea Nay AbsentA PNV
HughesAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
FallonAAAAAA A AXA AAA AAAAAA AAA
HuffmanAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA
JohnsonAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA
Men¯ndezAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA
NicholsAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA
ZaffiriniAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to surety bonds for deputy clerks and other employees of
county and district clerks.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTIONA1.AAThe heading to Section 51.309, Government Code,

is amended to read as follows:
Sec.A51.309.AADEPUTY CLERKS AND OTHER EMPLOYEES [CLERK].
SECTIONA2.AASection 51.309, Government Code, is amended by

amending Subsection (b) and adding Subsection (b-1) to read as
follows:

(b)AAExcept as provided by Subsection (c), the district clerk
shall obtain one or more [a] surety bonds in accordance with this
section [bond] to cover each [a] deputy clerk or other employee.
The district clerk shall obtain:

(1)AAan individual bond for each deputy clerk and other
employee in an amount for each bond that is equal to the district
clerk’s bond; or

(2)AAa schedule surety bond or a blanket surety bond to
cover all deputy clerks [more than one deputy] and all other
employees in a total amount that is equal to the district clerk ’s
bond [of the office].

(b-1)AAA deputy clerk and an employee must be covered by a
surety bond on the same conditions [and in the same amount] as the
district clerk. A [The] bond covering a deputy clerk or other
employee [the deputies and employees] shall be made payable to the
governor for the use and benefit of the district clerk.

SECTIONA3.AASections 82.002(a) and (c), Local Government
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a)AAExcept as provided by Subsection (b), [If] the county
clerk [has only a single deputy clerk, the county clerk] shall
execute one or more [a] surety bonds in accordance with this section
[bond] to cover each [the] deputy clerk or other employee. The
county clerk shall execute:

(1)AAan individual bond for each deputy clerk and other
employee in an amount for each bond that is equal to the county
clerk’s bond; or

(2)AAa schedule surety bond or a blanket surety bond to
cover all [the] deputy clerks[, if there is more than one,] and all
other employees in a total amount that is equal to the county
clerk’s bond [of the office].

(c)AAA [The] bond covering a deputy clerk or other [an]
employee must be conditioned in the same manner as the county
clerk’s bond [and must be for the same amount as the bond for the
county clerk]. A [The] bond covering a deputy clerk or other
employee must be made payable to the county for the use and benefit
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http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=51.309&Date=5/3/2019
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=51.309&Date=5/3/2019
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=LG&Value=82.002&Date=5/3/2019


of the county clerk.
SECTIONA4.AAThis Act takes effect September 1, 2019.

* * * * *
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