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IN RE: HB16 by Leach (relating to the enforcement of the rights of a living unborn child after an

abortion; creating a civil cause of action; providing a civil penalty; creating a criminal
offense.), Committee Report 1st House, Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would create a civil cause of action against a physician in certain circumstances and make
a physician liable to the State for a civil penalty of not less than $100,000. The attorney general
may bring suit to collect the civil penalty and may recover reasonable attorney's fees. If a
physician were to prevail in a civil action, the physician may recover reasonable attorney's fees
incurred. The bill would create a criminal offense against a physician who commits gross
negligence and fails to provide the appropriate medical treatment with a felony of the
third degree. The bill would take effect on September 1, 2019 and would only apply to a child
born alive on or after this effective date.

The Office of Court Administration, Office of the Attorney General and the Texas Medical Board
indicate the bill's provisions could be absorbed within existing resources. The Comptroller of
Public Accounts indicates the fiscal impact cannot be estimated at this time.

This analysis assumes the provisions of the bill addressing felony sanctions for criminal offenses
would not result in a significant impact on state correctional agencies.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 302 Office of
the Attorney General, 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts, 503 Texas
Medical Board
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