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April 18, 2019

TO: Honorable Dan Flynn, Chair, House Committee on Defense & Veterans' Affairs
 
FROM: John McGeady, Assistant Director     Sarah Keyton, Assistant Director 

Legislative Budget Board
 
IN RE: HB3310 by Romero, Jr. (relating to assisting inmates in the Texas Department of Criminal

Justice in obtaining federal veterans disability benefits.), Committee Report 1st House,
Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend the Government Code as it relates to federal veteran disability benefits for
offenders incarcerated in a Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) facility. The bill would
direct TDCJ to ensure that the appropriate health care provider assist a veteran offender with
obtaining veterans disability benefits. Under current Correctional Managed Health Care (CMHC)
policies, medical staff contracted through the Veterans Administration assist eligible veterans to
obtain disability benefits. According to TDCJ, there may be costs associated with transporting
eligible offenders to CMHC providers for assistance, in the event that the Veterans Administration
discontinues that function.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 696 Department of Criminal Justice
LBB Staff: WP, SLE, AI, kvel
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