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Legislative Budget Board
 
IN RE: HB4276 by Zedler (Relating to the legalization of certain cannabidiol.), As Introduced

The fiscal impact of implementing the bill is indeterminate due to the lack of data necessary to
determine the number of people who are prosecuted under current statute for the possession or
delivery of substances containing cannabidiol as outlined in the bill. These data are necessary to
estimate the fiscal impact of the bill's provisions.

The bill would amend the Health and Safety Code to legalize the possession and delivery of
cannabidiol.  Under current statute, the possession or delivery of substances containing
cannabidiol is punished under the offenses of possession or delivery of marihuana at both the
misdemeanor and felony levels with the punishment level based on the specific circumstances of
the offense.

Reducing the list of behaviors for which a criminal penalty can be applied is expected to result in
fewer demands upon the correctional resources of counties or of the state due to a decrease in
individuals placed under community supervision or sentenced to a term of confinement within
state correctional institutions. The bill may have a positive fiscal impact by decreasing the number
of people placed under felony community supervision or incarcerated within state correctional
institutions. Whether the bill would result in a significant fiscal impact cannot be determined due
to the lack of data or information related to the number of people who are prosecuted under
current statute for the possession or delivery of substances containing cannabidiol as outlined in
the bill's provisions. The Office of Court Administration, the Board of Pharmacy, and the
Department of State Health Services indicate the modifications outlined in the bill's provisions
will not result in a significant fiscal impact.

Local Government Impact

The impact on local government cannot be determined.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 405
Department of Public Safety, 503 Texas Medical Board, 515 Board of
Pharmacy, 537 State Health Services, Department of, 696 Department of
Criminal Justice
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