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Certain Highlights



House Bi 1 3 86 Texas Legislature increased funding for students with disabilities in these three specific areas.

O
\5— $970

per student to schools

Students with disabilities served in
mainstream classes will generate an
additional $970 per year.

Students with Dyslexia will
generate an additional $616
per year.

Students with disabilities who meet CCMR
(College, Career, Military Ready) standards
will generate an additional $2,000 per year.

per student to schools
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There has been an almost 1 billion dollar increase in Special
Education Spending.

27% increase in Special Education Funding in four years.

$4.01B
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IDEA/PBMAS 4 N\
Amended

Since 2013, Texas has seen
significant growth in special
education representation.

. J

12.1%

11.8% 11.6%111.7% |11 6%

11.2%
10.8%

10.1%

9.5% 9.8%

9.2% 8.9% 9.2%

8.7% | 8:9%

8.8% 1 8.7% | 8.6% | 8.6%

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. (2016). Digest of Education Statistics, 2015 (NCES 2016-014), Chapter 2. and http://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=64 (* represents not yet
published)
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https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d15/ch_2.asp

4 )

Since 2013, Texas has seen 33.94%
growth in the number of special
education students.

. J

IDEA/PBMAS

Amended

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. (2016). Digest of Education Statistics, 2015 (NCES 2016-014), Chapter 2. and http://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=64
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https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d15/ch_2.asp

Context on the growth in special education enrollment in Texas

Texas has identified an additional
112,000 students for special
education in the past 4 years.

These additional students receiving
services in Texas represent more
than 30 other states’ total special
education populations.

. 112K student increase

Less than 112K total special
education students

Greater than 112K total
special education students

Student enrollment numbers from 2017-18. https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d18/tables/dt18 204.70.asp
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TEA has almost quadrupled the number of employees supporting
our special education students.

Employees

2019-20

Employees
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277 Districts/Charters were monitored in 2019-2020, up from
108 in 2016-2017.

23%

16-17 SY 17-18 SY 18-19 SY 19-20 SY
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Special Education Evaluations Serve as a Leading Indicator for Total Special
Education Representation

The decline in 2019-20 evaluations may be at least partially
the result of COVID school closures in March 2020.

2007-08 2008-09 2005-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20
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Corrective Action Response Status




TEA has completed 100% of the Corrective Action Response to OSEP

Overall Corrective Action Response Progress

Plan &

: Plan &
Documentation Plan & Timeline for

for Timeline for Timeline for

e 1 e Guidance "
Child Find Child Find for Parents & Monitoring

Teachers
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Progress on the Correction Action Response

TEA Responds | fllel438 OSEP Responds TEA Provides
with CAR 2018 to CAR Documentation

[=]

[=]

OSEP

OSEP Letter

Jan. April
Monitoring Visit) WARES with Findings ) Ak

OSEP
Monitoring Visit

Spring 2017 Spring 2018 Fall 2018 Dec. 2018 Feb. 2020
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® () (]
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Parents Guide to ) Communicate to ) Reorganization of ) ’1—5 Dispute ) Eﬁ Review and ) Eﬁ Suite of )
3b the ARD 1a| all LEAs about 4al Review and Resolution ensure that Resources to
Process Child Find and Support and Handbook assurance Parents
FAPE Monitoring statements are
Laws Passed: Requirements [ o0, ac coflect and [2a] LEAs to send received from LEA
(TAAs dated retain data for info to families grantees
f] Prohibiting the 11/17/16, 2/26/18, evaluations, |
use of 3 and 6/6/18) students identified| [28]  Guidance
Performance and not identified on LEA
Indicator based | [te] Training of responsibilities
on a percentage Hearing Officers Dyslexia under state and
of SpEd students (5/1/18 and Handbook federal laws
11/16/18) [3a] updated -
g] LEAs must including the | [ap]  stakeholder
) difference on
notify parents IDEA 504 and Rl groups
who receives ’ established
assistance from Monitoring
the district for [1¢] revised
learning
difficulties (TAA July 2018
and 2019 and
\ ) L y \_ >PP Collectlon)) \ ) U ) L )
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Strategic Plan Update




The federal government required a corrective action plan to
ensure compliance with IDEA.

TEA developed a strategic plan for special education to focus on
improving student outcomes, beyond just improving compliance.

TEA | Special Education Update 17



Gaps between special education and general education students grow
throughout their schooling.

General

0
Education 80%
31%
Special -
Education

3 Ath 5th 6th 7th gth ENG | ENG I

This chart notes the trend in reading scores, for the percent of students approaching grade level during 2018-2019 SY.
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Students with a Disability have lower rates of College Readiness and lower
graduation rates than their peers.

90%

50%

All
Students

All

Students

-
College Readiness i % Graduation Rate

Graduating Class of 2018
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Special Education Strategic Plan

School, Family,
and Community
Engagement

Training,
Support &
Development

Monitoring

Identification Technical
& Evaluation Assistance
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Monitoring

Differentiated Monitoring
System (DMS)

Self-Assessment

RDA (Results Driven
Accountability System

Independent Audit
of TEA Monitoring

Strengthen support and supervision to schools.
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Monitoring
Cyclical and
Targeted

~ O
HINE
Approximately
23%
LEAs Monitored
Annually

Schools represented in
the blue bars would not
have been monitored
under the prior
monitoring system.

Year 1
(2019-2020)

Year 2
(2020-2021)

Year 3
(2021-2022)

Year 4
(2022-2023)

Year 5
(2023-2024)

Year 6
(2024-2025)

142
i¥ Completed Targeted Reviews

Cyclic Reviews

256 (64) carryover from year 1 [NOVe TSNSV

159 VIO REIGVEICEEIRN Projected Targeted Reviews

203 Cyclic Reviews

~85 Projected Targeted Reviews

204 Cyclic Reviews
~85 Projected Targeted Reviews

204 Cyclic Reviews
~85 Projected Targeted Reviews

207 Cyclic Reviews
~85 Projected Targeted Reviews
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@ Monitoring

New Monitoring Process - Post Pilot Feedback

(o)
98% 96% 93%
Of participants were very Of participants stated the Of participants
satisfied or satisfied new monitoring process stated the new self-
with their experience. would improve outcomes assessment was

for students with disabilities. user-friendly.
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@ Monitoring

New Monitoring Process - Post Pilot Feedback

Stated TEA R&S Staff was
knowledgeable about special
education rules and
regulations

Stated TEA R&S Staff was
knowledgeable concerning
the monitoring process

95%

This is a huge change. They worked as partners rather than setting themselves up in
a combative position. We would welcome them back anytime...in my 25 years
working in low SES districts and being through a variety of monitoring visits, this is
the first one that felt like a partnership.
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Training, Support &

@ Development @

SpEd Academies ESC Liaisons

Technical Assistance Technical Assistance
Networks Guides

Dispute Resolution

: Complaints Redesign
Expansion

Improve practice of teachers, principals, and systems to
support students with special needs.
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Training, Support & Development All Teachers Need Specialized
Training in Special Education

SpEd Academies

% Teacher Under Development

SpEd Academies

or more of their
academic day in the
general education setting.

Most students receiving
special education
services are spending

80%
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Training, Support & Development

Technical Assistance Networks

Texas
Statewide
Leadership for
Autism Training
(TSLAT)

Tiered
Interventions

using Evidence-
based Research
(TIER)

Child Find, Inclusion Texas Complex

Evaluation, ARD in
Supports Texas

Access Network
(Texas CAN)

Student- Multiple

Texas Small

Sensory Support and Rural Schools TCentf;ed Exceptlozalmes
Network Network :'\lan:l |OES e aln e
etwor ultiple Needs
TXSSN SRSN
( | ( ) (SCTN) (MEMN)
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Training, Support & Development
Technical Assistance Resources

COVID-19 Support: Special Education

State of Special Education % elumo s

1 in 2 8-10k 15k  5Ok*
TEA Guidance: .

COV I D Compensatory Services — - T —— m

Summer of 2020

Resources M‘*"
Website

COVID Specific ,
proges nonng Training Videos SPED Directors

Webinars

Coaching Guide
Quality & Rigor Rubric

e
Incvichusiczed Lucaton ProgeamdiiF)

I ACADEMIC:
sociaL/co N
. . . i udents
I ech n |Ca I osterin s: Creatin, i isorder “The more reflective you are, the more effective you are.”
ea
Inthi
u

Hall & Simeral

Chid Find & ‘ . : — Coaching
Evaluation : .| Asslsta nce y

Sracsons ihowe 1 be Mgl sSiv, oG edsoce Caned ACHCE (P,
& samnemew, 2000,

2000, e eute & Ropas, 2003, e et 3035 G : d
. : uiaes
Guides et

Lt TR oomplete Approx. 6 hours to complete

Planning Supports

17 05 CEeredits 6 CE credits
GUidebOOk
] .. do
Online Training

Courses
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Student & Family
Engagement

Web and Phone Support

Family Resources

Student, Family, &
Community
Engagement Network

Ensure families are knowledgeable and able to engage in
the educational decisions for their children.
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School, Family, and Community Engagement

Web & Phone Support for Portal for

Stakeholders: Stakeholders:
f \ Phone
ll -_!l Support

-4

@ Personalized Profile
. Calendar of All
E Stakeholder Events

Mini
Trainings

Resources

Information on
Focus Groups and
Committees
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School, Family, and Community Engagement
Types of Family Resources

Sample Documents/One-Pagers:

Q & A on Special Education in Texas What are Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS)? Dyslexia And Dyslexia-Related Conditions In Texas IEP vs. Section 504 Plan
& Whath aurh Juation? ‘Muiti-Trered Systems of Support best behavior,
- What happens during an evaluation? c z n}m ol mmmmmﬁ mmﬂmmnwmhwmm EXPLANATION Saction 504 Plan
opposed to Resp [ you may ‘hear
" - X il conauct an \ i cer the larger of
i “your child in all. i determine if D N
‘your child isability and his i ) B igible for an IEP, there are two WHO IS To be eligible for a Section 504 plan, there
process far your child must: @ a ¥ Definition of Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 2. Al Kindergarten and st grade students in Texas As part of Texas' dyslexia legislation (TEC 28,003) all s through a full and ELIGIBLE? o™ tworequirements through a Section 304
3 — are screened for dyslexia. kinergarten and 15t grade students must be screened individual and initial evaluation (FIIE): evaluation:
» Include informatian about your child's academic, developmental, and - he US Departrment of Education, Gffice of Snecial Educat for ceiacis. The screaning allows schools T know :
functional performance: D = < partment o Education, Dtlice of Spedal Education wiich students are at risk for dyslexia sc that a plan for 1. A child must b of the thirt: 1. A child must be determined to have a
Be admini by wained and . Programs describes MTSS as a “schoolwide approach that f be made early. Research has shown ths g e e o ’
- vy trained a e intervention can be made early. Research has shown that disabilities identifiad in tha IDEA. physical or mental impairment.
. o i y addresses the needs of all students, including struggling. rly intervention for children with or at risk for dyslexia
your other learners and students with disal and ather reading issues results in improved outcomes. ity impacts the ehilds 2. Under Section 504, a disability must
= Be unbiased or given in such a way as to not discriminate against your assessment and intervention within a multi-level instructional 4 d and the best han for prevention of long term deficits educational performance and/or abiity substantially limit one or more life
child, regardless of his o her cultural background, race, or disabilicy. and behavioral system to maximize student achievement and o lnarn et fraem v general activities.
- reduce problem behaviors.” (USDE, 2015) education curriculum. This educational
Evaluation is intended to answer thess questions: N DID YOU KNOW? {mpact requires the need for spacial Note: Through this process, it should not be
= Doesyour child have 2 ty Inumerwurﬂs,MTSS\sanappmammatmanyszhods use to education and related services to make assumed that a students academic success
 What are your hild's specifc educational neads? rganize and provide targeted 3 progress in school. means tha the studen i not substandally
. i N ces and for J— ke academic and/or imited in & mjor life activity and, therefore,
wssrnmsesmumﬁmmlecmm bysuppumngamdemu: However, ot person with 3 disabiliy. A student may
behavior, not require aids or services, but they are still
5. What happens after an evaluation? i emnnnmlnfeds bl protected by Section 504, For more information.
] i i please see the Office for Civil Rightz O & Aon
) = in in every
Aner s Feview the resuits and datermin eligibility Achicvement
for speci Your child iewed by you. a5 a parent, and a group of gualified Tiers of Support
professionals who ars part of what in Texas Is called Review, and Dismiszal Ppo! people are thought to be people with dyslexia are
ROLES IN ARD MEETINGS The Texas Education Agency defines MTSS as a 3-ered model of support maumludesunumsalmer|)_mrgened affected by dysle; identified. it mUSt consent, in writing to an WHAT DOES THE 'tis recommended, but not required, that
p——— Mm‘mr pren mmm’ p—— (Tier 2}, and intensive (Tier 3) levels of support This framework instructi evaluation befare the schoal can evaluate the EVALUATION e parent consents to evalustions. General
available to every student within the school, including those with disabilities. (Source: Dyslexia Research Institute) ‘ (Source: Dyslexia Research Institute) :rfnld . The eva\[s;«;«lzn m:s;:dmn:e a‘vanm fLuane zmrdnnma:;ms far nged; @n;: rgq:gs‘gd
assessment tools an ez o gather 520 on existing information, aithough an
& The tiers are layered so that the first layer of universal supports is supplemented with added interventions that relevant information about the child INCLUDE? evaluation must be conducted to verify and
( i increase in duration and frequency through targeted and intensive tiers of instruction as needed. Make sure your child has been screened for dyslexia confirm disability and need for development of
5 2 Section 504 plan.
m “ }  Movement within tiers is fluid, not static, and is determined through a data-based decision-making process.
+ ) . Helpful information about the
u Tiers are based on the instruction and support V V special education timeline:
H provided, not categories or groups of students.
LI 1 atn ey are not pre-established based on 3 Schools must, no later than the 15th W Aptitude and achievement tests (rather than
specific programs or environments, disabs Intensive - Dyslene e, e i IDEA recoenizes sight areas in which » student may school day after the data the raquest for reflecting the student's impaired sensory.
| | | | | categories, o related services. As students s conditions that coud qualfy 3 child as 2 = isability (SLDY: an FIIE s received, provide the parent with manual, or speaking skills)
5L Taoche LA b et Dbegrosiicln fetred orcn persarnet respond positively to instruction and upports e i Dieaties Education Act IDEA. 1. Basic reading skills natice of its proposal or refusal to conduct ® Teach ndati
(g sy i spa s 0 upational i erentn, e m”,mw 2. Readingfluency an svalustion. eacher recommendations
resentative will be gradually and carefully faded. it
Targeted 3. Oral cxpression Additionally. schools must complete the ™ Physical condiion
To determine whether a chi N jces. the 0 answer i = The MTSS framework can provide Supports 4. Listening comprehension evaluation no later than the 45th schoal B Socisl or culturs background
immediate academic and/or behavioral PP 5. Writcen expression day following the date on which the district
(1) Does the child meet the criteria for at least ane of thirteen disabilities? supports for students within general 6. Reading comprehension received consent for the evaluation from W Adaptive behavior
_ _ _ _ education, in addition to quickly identify N the parent.
(2) As a result of the disability, does the child have a need for special education and related services? students who may need to be referred Universal 7. Mathematics calculation
Thes If parents for a 504 evaluation or, if needed, a Supports 8. Mathematics problem-solving F w the A:?D m:m\m:!mus! :;e;:m
Full and Individual Initial Educational no later than the 30th
do nmagmw\lh\hﬁﬁnmngnflh!alalmmnn parents may reguest ﬂ-:lamnﬂqpmﬂqnlsﬂummm\ Evaation (FI for specil :'._':_ e g rm o e dayﬁummmmﬁfm.mmnm
P re e does ot schieve adequa is o
the nead for s education consideration. her age or meet state-approved grade level standards.
d must pay for an IEE.
3| Page
TEA o TEA

Question and Answer Common Definitions Overview Comparison
Document Document Document Document
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