9/30/2020

To: Texas House Public Education Committee

Via email: education@house.texas.gov

From: Steve Swanson
25-year Volunteer in Texas Public Education — no organization other than being a Texas
taxpayer and having a website — improvetexasschools.org

ASSESS TEA First

This is written in response to the notice the committee is seeking responses to the topic from
the Texas State Auditor’s Office.

Interim Charge 4
Monitor the State Auditor's review of agencies and programs under the Committee's
jurisdiction. The Chair shall seek input and periodic briefings on completed audits for the 2019
and 2020 fiscal years and bring forth pertinent issues for full committee consideration.

Before a new bill for Texas education is authored,

ASSESS TEA
Before a new bill for Texas education is authored, the author(s) should see and understand an
assessment of the performance of the TEA in fulfilling existing responsibilities in TEC for:
e Supporting school districts in planning and plan implementation for:
o Suicide Prevention and
o Serving needs of all students, including Special Education
e Commissioner appointed Campus Intervention Teams continuing to work with a
campus assisting campuses in planning and plan implementation for:
o Suicide Prevention,
o Serving needs of all students, including Special Education and
o Determining the factors resulting in campus's low performance
until the campus satisfies all performance standards.

Research reveals the Texas House and Senate do not have assessments and the TEA violates
Texas law for serving and saving the lives of children and not wasting tax dollars not serving
needs of students.
Please contact me for the research noted or goto improvetexasschools.org
Thank you,
Steve Swanson

Steve Swanson

5000 Mission Oaks Blvd., #9 Austin, Texas 78735
512-422-5686 swanson@austin.rr.com



