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** REVISION ** 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

  

COMMITTEE: State Affairs   

TIME & DATE: 11:00 AM, Thursday, January 30, 2020   

PLACE: E2.010   

CHAIR: Rep. Dade Phelan   

 

1. Monitor the agencies and programs under the Committee's jurisdiction 

and oversee the implementation of relevant legislation passed by the 86th 

Legislature. Conduct active oversight of all associated rulemaking and 

other governmental actions taken to ensure intended legislative outcome of 

all legislation, including the following: 

 

• SB 14, HB 1960, and HB 2422, which relate to broadband services provided 

by electric cooperatives. Monitor the implementation of the legislation, 

including the status of rural electric cooperatives deploying broadband 

fiber in underserved areas. Monitor the efforts of the Texas Department of 

Transportation in executing state coordination of certain broadband 

development projects in rural areas. 

 

• SB 475 and SB 936, which relate to the security of the state's electric 

grid. Monitor the creation of the Texas Electric Grid Security Council and 

its efforts to facilitate the aggregation, coordination, and dissemination 

of best security practices for the electric industry, including 

generation, transmission, and delivery of electricity. Evaluate the 

efforts between the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC), electric 

utilities, and the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) to ensure 

collaboration related to cybersecurity issues and make recommendations to 

achieve the highest level of security within the state's electric grid. 

 

• SB 1497, which relates to the registration and regulation of brokers by 

the Public Utility Commission. Evaluate the effects of requiring 

registration with the Public Utility Commission of a person providing 

electric brokerage services and whether these efforts have assisted with 

customer complaints and corrective measures, deterred entities acting in 

bad faith, and increased customer protections in the retail electric 

market. 

 

2. Receive an update on the 2020 electric reliability forecasts announced 

by ERCOT and review operational successes and issues from the summer of 

2019. The Committee will receive invited testimony from the PUC, ERCOT and 

other interested parties. Study the electric market to determine potential 

barriers in attracting sufficient energy supply; examine the obstacles 

and/or incentives for the development and deployment of new energy supply 
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technology and peak system energy demand management technology; evaluate 

opportunities for competitive development of energy supply microgrids and 

the potential for enhancing reliability by transitioning municipally owned 

utilities to focus on transmission and distribution functions. Examine the 

enhancement of retail customers' energy supply management capability 

through promotion of greater retail price transparency. Examine and  

make recommendations concerning the build-out of necessary infrastructure 

to support the increased proliferation of electric vehicles, considering 

impacts to consumers. 

 

***INVITED TESTIMONY ONLY*** 

 

 
 

 

**         See Committee Coordinator for previous versions         ** 

of the schedule, if applicable. 

 

 

NOTICE OF ASSISTANCE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need 

assistance, such as a sign language interpreter, are requested to contact 

Stacey Nicchio at (512) 463-0850, 72 hours prior to the meeting so that 

appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

 

 

  


