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April 16, 2021 

The Honorable Dade Phelan 
Texas House of Representatives 
Capitol Station 
PO Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 

Re:  Responsibility of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 59(d), Texas Constitution. 

House Bill (HB) 1570, as Filed by Representative Chris Paddie-relating to the Brazos 
River Authority, following recommendations of the Sunset Advisory Commission; 
specifying grounds for the removal of a member of the board of directors. 

Dear Speaker Phelan: 

The following comments are provided pursuant to the Constitutional requirements referenced 
above. Under those requirements, the TCEQ must submit, to the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor and Speaker of the House of Representatives, the TCEQ’s recommendations on 
specific legislation affecting water districts.  We recommend that these comments be considered 
in the evaluation of the proposed legislation. 

House Bill 1570 provides changes to the Brazos River Authority (BRA) by amending Special 
Districts Local Law Code, Chapter 8502. A board director may be removed if the director has not 
taken and subscribed an oath of office, executed bond, is eligible under Chapter 171 Local 
Government Code, cannot execute duties because of illness, disability, or is absent to more than 
fifty percent of regularly scheduled meetings. The validity of a board action is not affected by 
director removal actions. The highest-ranking board director will communicate director removal 
to the governor and attorney general. The general manager (GM) will create a training program 
following BRA rules. Directors must complete the training program and provide a signed 
confirmation to the GM before voting, deliberating, or counting as a director in a board meeting. 
The board shall implement policy clearly separating board making responsibilities from general 
management responsibilities. The BRA will notify, receive complaints throughout an 
investigation, receive public testimony, and make all available to the public. 

Sincerely, 

Kim Nygren, Deputy Director 
Water Availability Division 

cc: The Honorable Tracy O. King, Chairman, House Committee on Natural Resources 
Representative Chris Paddie, Texas House of Representatives 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

STATE OF TEXAS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 1570
Bill Number

TO:

SUBJECT:

This is to transmit to you and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality copies of a bill relating to a
conservation and reclamation district and copies of the notice of intention to introduce the bill. One copy is
for your files and one for you to forward to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, under Section
59(d), Article XVI, Constitution of the State of Texas.

3/24/2021

Date transmitted to

Governor's Office

Chief Clerk

House of Representatives

This is to forward to you a copy of a bill relating to conservation and reclamation district and a copy of the
notice of intention to introduce the bill.

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Date transmitted to Governor

Attached are recommendations of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in compliance with
Section 59(d), Article XVI, Constitution of the State of Texas.

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

The Honorable Governor of Texas

A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation District

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation DistrictSUBJECT:

TO:

TO: The Honorable Speaker of the House

SUBJECT: A Bill Relating to a Conservation and Reclamation District

The Honorable President of the Senate

The Honorable Governor of Texas

87R HB 01570

March 26, 2021
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