Amend CSHB 1525 (senate committee printing) by adding the
following appropriately numbered SECTIONS to the bill and
renumbering subsequent SECTIONS accordingly:

SECTION __ . Chapter 29, Education Code, 1is amended by
adding Subchapter A-1 to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER A-1. SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES PROGRAM

Sec. 29.041. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:

(1) "Parent" means a resident of this state who is a

natural or adoptive parent, managing oOr posSsessory conservator,

legal guardian, custodian, or other person with legal authority to

act on behalf of a child.

(2) "Supplemental special education instructional

materials" includes textbooks, computer hardware or software,

other technological devices, and other materials suitable for

addressing an educational need of a student receiving special

education services under Subchapter A.

(3) "Supplemental special education services" means

an additive service that provides an educational benefit to a

student receiving special education services under Subchapter A,

including:

(A) occupational therapy, physical therapy, and

speech therapy; and

(B) private tutoring and other supplemental

private instruction or programs.

Sec. 29.042. ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF PROGRAM.

(a) The agency by rule shall establish and administer a

supplemental special education services and instructional

materials program for students who meet the eligibility

requirements for participation in the program. Subject to

Subsection (c), the agency shall provide each student approved as

provided by this subchapter a grant of not more than $1,500 to

purchase supplemental special education services and supplemental

special education instructional materials.

(b) In administering the program, the agency shall maintain

a system of online accounts to provide access to the grant described

by Subsection (a) to an eligible student's parent.

(c) The commissioner shall set aside an amount not to exceed
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$30 million from the total amount of funds appropriated for each

state fiscal year to fund the program under this section. For each

state fiscal year, the total amount provided for student grants

under Subsection (a) may not exceed the amount set aside by the

commissioner under this subsection.

(d) The agency shall designate one or more regional

education service centers to administer the program.

Sec. 29.043. APPLICATION FOR GRANT ON BEHALF OF STUDENT.

The agency shall establish an application process for an eligible

student's parent to apply for a grant held in an online account

maintained under Section 29.042(b) and assigned to the student

under Section 29.045.

Sec. 29.044. PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA. (a) The agency

shall establish eligibility criteria for the approval of an

application submitted under Section 29.043. The criteria must

require that the student be enrolled in the current school year at a

school district or open-enrollment charter school and in a

district's or school's special education program under Subchapter

A.

(b) The eligibility criteria established under this section

must also prioritize students for whom a school district or

open—-enrollment charter school is eligible for a compensatory

education allotment under Section 48.104.

Sec. 29.045. APPROVAL OF APPLICATION; ASSIGNMENT OF

ACCOUNT. Subject to available funding the agency shall approve

each student who meets the program eligibility criteria established

under Section 29.044 and assign to the student an account

maintained under Section 29.042(b). The account may only be used by

the student's parent to purchase supplemental special education

services or supplemental special education instructional materials

for the student, subject to Sections 29.046 and 29.047.

Sec. 29.046. ACCOUNT USE RESTRICTION. (a) Money in an

account assigned to a student under Section 29.045 may be used only

for supplemental special education services and supplemental

special education instructional materials.

(b) Supplemental special education services must be

provided by an agency—-approved provider.




(c) If the agency has approved vendors for a category of

instructional material wunder Section 29.047, instructional

materials must be purchased from an agency—-approved vendor for that

category of instructional material. If the agency does not

establish «criteria for agency approval for a category of

instructional materials, money in the student's account may be used

to purchase the instructional materials from any vendor.

Sec. 29.047. AGENCY-APPROVED PROVIDERS AND VENDORS :

CRITERIA AND APPLICATION. (a) The agency shall establish criteria

necessary for agency approval for each category of provider of a

professional service that is a supplemental special education

service, as identified by the agency.

(b) The criteria established under this section must

require a provider of a category of professional service to be

appropriately licensed or accredited in this state to provide that

service, including providers of physical therapy, occupational

therapy, and speech therapy.

(c) The agency shall provide a procedure for providers of

supplemental special education services to apply to the agency to

become an agency-approved provider.

(d) The agency may establish criteria for agency approval of

vendors for each category of supplemental special education

instructional materials identified by the agency.

(e) If the agency establishes criteria for agency approval

for a vendor of a category of supplemental special education

instructional materials, the agency shall provide a procedure for

vendors of that category to apply to the agency to become an

agency—-approved vendor.

Sec. 29.048. LIST OF SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION

SERVICES. The admission, review, and dismissal committee of a

student approved for participation in the program shall provide to

the student's parent at an admission, review, and dismissal

committee meeting for the student a list of supplemental special

education services provided by agency—-approved providers for which

an account maintained under Section 29.042(b) for the student may

be used. Supplemental special education services not included on

the list may still be eligible under this section if the services




otherwise meet the requirements of this subchapter.

Sec. 29.049. RULES. The commissioner shall adopt rules as

necessary to administer the supplemental special education

services and instructional materials program under this

subchapter.

Sec. 29.050. EXPIRATION. This subchapter expires September

1, 2024.
SECTION . Chapter 48, Education Code, 1is amended by
adding Subchapter H to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER H. TEXAS COMMISSION ON SPECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING

Sec. 48.401. DEFINITION. In this subchapter, "commission"

means the Texas Commission on Special Education Funding.

Sec. 48.402. TEXAS COMMISSION ON SPECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING.

(a) The commission 1is established to develop and make

recommendations regarding methods of financing special education

in public schools.

(b) The commission is composed of seven members, appointed

as follows:

(1) one member appointed by the governor;

(2) three members appointed by the lieutenant

governor; and

(3) three members appointed by the speaker of the

house of representatives.

(c) In making appointments under Subsection (b), the

governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house of

representatives shall coordinate to ensure that membership of the

commission, to the extent possible, reflects the ethnic and

geographic diversity of this state.

(d) The members appointed by:

(1) the governor must have an interest in special

education;

(2) the lieutenant governor must be three members of

the senate; and

(3) the speaker of the house of representatives must

be three members of the house of representatives.

Sec. 48.403. PRESIDING OFFICER. The governor shall

designate the presiding officer of the commission.




Sec. 48.404. COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT. A member of

the commission is not entitled to compensation for service on the

commission but 1s entitled to reimbursement for actual and

necessary expenses incurred in performing commission duties.

Sec. 48.405. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT AND FUNDING. (a) The

agency shall provide administrative support for the commission.

(b) Funding for the administrative and operational expenses

of the commission shall be provided by legislative appropriation

made to the agency for that purpose.

Sec. 48.406. RECOMMENDATIONS. (a) The commission shall

develop recommendations under this subchapter to address issues

related to special education funding.

(b) The commission may establish one or more working groups

composed of not more than three members of the commission to study,

discuss, and address specific policy issues and recommendations to

refer to the commission for consideration.

Sec. 48.407. REPORT. Not later than December 31, 2022, the

commission shall prepare and deliver a report to the governor and

the 1legislature that recommends statutory changes to improve

funding for special education.

Sec. 48.408. PUBLIC MEETINGS AND PUBLIC INFORMATION. (a)

The commission may hold public meetings as needed to fulfill its

duties under this subchapter.

(b) The commission is subject to Chapters 551 and 552,

Government Code.

Sec. 48.409. COMMISSION ABOLISHED; EXPIRATION OF

SUBCHAPTER. The commission is abolished and this subchapter

expires January 1, 2023.

SECTION _ . Not later than December 1, 2021, the
commissioner of education shall adopt all rules necessary for the
establishment and administration of the supplemental special
education services and instructional materials program required
under Subchapter A-1, Chapter 29, Education Code, as added by this

Act.



