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By: Beckley H.B. No. 4352

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the scope of practice of physician assistants.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Sections 204.202(a), (b), and (c), Occupations
Code, are amended to read as follows:
(a) The practice of a physician assistant includes

providing medical and surgical services delegated by a

collaborating [supexrvising] physician that are within the skills
[ eduecation—t¥raining—andexpexrience] of the physician assistant, a

component of the physician assistant's scope of practice, and

provided through collaboration with a physician.

(b) Medical and surgical services provided by a physician

assistant may include:
(1) obtaining patient Thistories and performing
physical examinations;

(2) evaluating, diagnosing, managing, and providing

medical treatment;

(3) ordering, [e¥] performing, and interpreting

diagnostic studies and therapeutic procedures;

[-SH—Fermulatingaworkingdiagnesisy]

(4) educating patients on health promotion and disease
proevention [developng aneSwolenenting s treatment vn-anl;

(5) providing consultation on request [monitoring—the
eftfectiveness of therapenbtiecanterventions]; and

87R8740 ANG-F 1


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=204.202&Date=3/12/2021
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H.B. No. 4352

(6) writing medical orders [assistingatsurgerys

(c) The activities listed by Subsection (b) may be performed

in a health care facility or other location [anyprace—authorized-by
a—supervisingphysieian], including a clinic, hospital, ambulatory

surgical center, patient home, nursing home, or other institutional

setting.
SECTION 2. Section 204.204, Occupations Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 204.204. COLLABORATION [P e tony REQUIREMENTS.

(a) A physician assistant shall collaborate with [be—supexrvised

by] a collaborating [supervising] physician. A physician assistant

may have more than one collaborating [supexrvising] physician. The

collaborating [supexrvising] physician oversees the [aetivities of,

v—fo¥x+] medical services provided by the

physician assistant.

(b) Collaboration with [Supexrvisien——of] a physician



http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=157.0512&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=157.054&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=157.051&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=157&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=204.204&Date=3/12/2021
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H.B. No. 4352

assistant by a collaborating [superwising] physician must be

continuous. The collaboration [supexrvisien] does not require the

constant physical presence of the collaborating [supervising]

physician where physician assistant services are being performed,

but, if a collaborating [supexrwvising] physician is not present, the

collaborating [supervising] physician and the physician assistant

must be, or must be able to easily be, in contact with one another by
radio, telephone, or another telecommunication device.
(c) The number of physician assistants a physician may

collaborate with [supexrvise] in a practice setting may not be less

than the number of physician assistants to whom a physician may
delegate the authority to prescribe or order a drug or device in
that practice setting under Subchapter B, Chapter 157.

SECTION 3. Sections 204.2045(a) and (c), Occupations Code,
are amended to read as follows:

(a) The collaboration [supervision and delegation

requirements of this chapter and Subtitle B do not apply to medical
tasks performed by a physician assistant:

(1) during a disaster under the state emergency
management plan adopted under Section 418.042, Government Code;

(2) during a disaster declared by the governor or
United States government; or

(3) as a volunteer for a charitable organization or at
a public or private event, including a religious event, sporting
event, community event, or health fair.

(c) A physician assistant may perform tasks described by

this section:


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=157.051&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=157&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=204.2045&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=418.042&Date=3/12/2021
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(1) by collaborating with [uvrdex—the—supervision—-of]

any physician who is also performing volunteer work in the

disaster, for the charitable organization, or at the public or

private event; or

(2) without collaborating with [the——supexrvision—-of] a

physician, if a physician is not available to provide supervision.

SECTION 4. Section 204.205, Occupations Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 204.205. REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLABORATING [SURERVISING]

PHYSICIAN. A collaborating [supexrvising] physician must have a

practice agreement with the physician assistant with whom the

physician will collaborate regarding the scope of practice of the

physician assistant that is based on the physician assistant's

practice level and taking into <consideration the physician

assistant's education, training, and experience [+

[('l\ hold an mnyraoactyrto+nd
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http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=204.205&Date=3/12/2021
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SECTION 5. Section 204.206, Occupations Code, is amended to
read as follows:
Sec. 204.206. ESTABLISHMENT OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS AND
STANDARDS. Each physician assistant and the physician assistant's

collaborating [superwvising] physician shall ensure that:

(1) the physician assistant's scope of function is
identified;

(2) delegation of medical tasks is appropriate to the
physician assistant's level of education, training, and experience

[competence] ;

(3) the relationship between the physician assistant

and the collaborating [supexrvising] physician and the access of the

physician assistant to the supervising physician are defined; and
(4) a process 1is established for evaluating the
physician assistant's performance.
SECTION 6. Section 204.207, Occupations Code, is amended to
read as follows:
Sec. 204.207. ASSUMPTION OF PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY. A

physician assistant shall be legally responsible for the care

provided by the physician assistant [{eEach supervising physiecian



http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=204.206&Date=3/12/2021
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=204.207&Date=3/12/2021
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1 ] ] o . . o : cian.]
2 SECTION 7. This Act takes effect September 1, 2021.



