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***** 

 

Pursuant to a notice posted in accordance with Senate Rule 11.10 and 11.18, a public hearing of 

the Senate Committee on State Affairs was held on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, in the Capitol 

Extension, Room E1.012, at Austin, Texas. 

 

***** 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Senator Bryan Hughes, Chair  None 

Senator Angela Paxton, Vice Chair   

Senator Paul Bettencourt   

Senator Brian Birdwell   

Senator Morgan LaMantia   

Senator José Menéndez   

Senator Mayes Middleton   

Senator Tan Parker   

Senator Charles Perry   

Senator Charles Schwertner   

Senator Judith Zaffirini   

 

***** 

 

The chair called the meeting to order at 9:12 AM. There being a quorum present, the following 

business was transacted:  

 

The Chair laid out the following interim charges:  

 

Maintaining Election Security: Identify threats to Texas’s election integrity, including those from 

“Big Tech” and foreign entities. Recommend ways to neutralize such threats. Additionally, 

evaluate the countywide polling place program in Texas. Make recommendations to address 

countywide polling issues, such as increased wait times, longer travel distances, supply 

shortages, and reporting irregularities. Evaluate current laws that prohibit political subdivisions 
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and public school districts from using government resources for illegal electioneering. Make 

recommendations to strengthen these laws and put a stop to illegal electioneering. 

 

Senator Hughes presented a written Motion to Authorize Subpoenas (see attached).  Senator 

Bettencourt moved the motion be adopted.  The motion carried with a record vote of 11 ayes, 0 

nays, 0 present not voting, and 0 absent. 

 

Protecting Texas Land and Assets: Evaluate strategic land and asset acquisitions in Texas by 

foreign entities that threaten the safety and security of the United States. Further, evaluate large-

scale purchases of single-family homes by domestic entities and its impact on housing 

affordability for Texas families. Make recommendations to ensure Texans are secure from 

foreign threats and homes are affordable in our state. 

 

Banning Delta 8 and 9: Examine the sale of intoxicating hemp products in Texas. Make 

recommendations to further regulate the sale of these products, and suggest legislation to stop 

retailers who market these products to children. 

 

The following individuals provided invited and public testimony (see attached witness list). 

 

The chair moved that the public testimony be closed; without objection, it was so ordered.  

 

There being no further business, at 10:44 PM Senator Hughes moved that the Committee stand 

recessed subject to the call of the chair. Without objection, it was so ordered.  

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Senator Bryan Hughes, Chair 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Caitriana Corkill, Committee Director 

 


