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Alexander Harris

none

Spring, TX

There are books like Ramona Blue in our ISD libraries that are harmful to minors. The key character Ramonain RamonaBlueis
trying to figure out her sexual orientation, and her life asaminor is consumed in this pursuit by sleeping with boys and girls.

Such books stir up prurient interest in sex violating TEC 28.004 which promotes the standard of abstinence from sexual activity
before marriage.

The ISDs must institute a simpler process to identify and remove such books which violate Texas Penal Code Sec. 43.24. SALE,
DISTRIBUTION, OR DISPLAY OF HARMFUL MATERIAL TO MINOR.

Danelle Schwertner

Self - | am an elected school board member of Miles 1SD

Miles, TX

| am an elected board member at Miles1SD, and | am voicing my objection to HB 900. This bill seeks to restrict access to books
in school libraries by prohibiting acquisition, limiting access, and defining "obscenity" in an overly broad manner. It will also put
the burden of determining what books constitute as "sexually explicit" and "sexually relevant” on the shoulders of publishers,
alowing for the possibility of books being deemed "obscene” without due consideration of their educational value. How do you
determine obscenity? Is it specific phrases or words? Is there aformula? This is too broadly phased. Banning books is not the

answer to whatever problem you are trying to fix. Thisis not something the state should be regulating; you cannot legislate
everything on earth. Y our focus as legislators should be on actual issues that are occurring in our schools.

Julie Anschutz, Mrs.
self - homemaker
Allen, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.
Shelley Rayburn

Myself housewife Grandmother M other
Fort Worth, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful sexually explicit materialsin public schools.
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Stacy Penney, Precinct Chair
Self, Realtor
MANSFIELD, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Robin Kedroske
Self (Nanny)
HOUSTON, TX

Pass HB 900
Get the Smut & Pornographic Books OUT of our schools & libraries!! PROTECT OUR CHILDREN!!

AnnaBartosh
San Angelo TEA Party
San Angelo, TX

We strongly support HB 900

Lynda Haltom
Concerned citizen
Colleyville, TX

| strongly support this bill asit seeks to keep pornographic materials out of public school libraries.

darrell forster
Dairy Queen of Tyler, Inc.
Tyler, TX

i support HB 900.

Karen Grounds
Self
Tyler, TX

| support this bill
Please do not let our children down.

Cynthia Alderman
Self
Fort Worth, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools, something we sorely need
today!
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Chris Hopper
Texas Family Project
Weatherford, TX

Thank you for allowing my statement. My nameis Chris Hopper and | am the president of Texas Family Project. Thanksto
grassroots activists all across the state, | have within my possession alist of over 1000 sexually atrocious books that are available
within the corridors of Texas Public School Libraries. Concerned parents, pastors, business owners, doctors, and average Joes
like myself are fed up with the garbage allowed to flood public library shelves. On said shelves, we are finding filth such as,
"Let's Talk About It," "Gender Queer," and hundreds more. Every last one of these books should be removed from the shelves
that are accessible by young innocent readers all across the state. The above mentioned books on thislist contain some of the
most sexual and deviant content you've ever seen or read. These evil books contain advice and drawings for: how to jack off
different kinds of penis, how to properly insert a butt plug, and how to search for and research your favorite porn star and or sites
that they frequently are featured on. By the way, these specific issues and topics are graphically illustrated in the book "Let's Talk
About It." "Let'sTalk About It" isa RANDOM HOUSE CHILDREN'S BOOK ... How gross and unacceptable. 1'm so thankful
that Rep. Jared Patterson had the intestinal fortitude to present HB 900 as a viable method to fight this chaos. To the other
members of the house... your families, friends, constituents, and most importantly your maker is watching. May you have the
boldness and courage to protect the kidsin Texas from this pornographic content that absolutely unlocks premature thoughts and
tarnishes innocence. TexasisWatching. For Families, Chris

Cathy May Lemmon, Dr.
self
Quinlan, TX

Please know | strongly support thisbill, HB 900. Too much has been allowed without obstruction or oversight into the Texas
public schools and their libraries. Because we are at atime when children are being sexualized extensively, it istime that Texas
says, "NO!" to having sexually explicit materialsin the libraries, especialy at the public schools. These materials have no place,
as far as education and preparing our children for their future as productive citizens of this state and this country. Having
materials such as these is completely unnecessary in the public schools, where reading, writing, arithmetic, science, and what will
be beneficia have been becoming quite forgotten. It is time we make schools a safe and secure place for learning. Sexually
explicit materials have no place in the public schools. Thank you very much.

Dr. Dwayne Collins
Edom TEA Party
Ben Wheeler, TX

Our schools need to stop teaching sexuality. Teaching sex from strictly abiological aspect for older kids who are reaching
puberty isfine. Otherwise stay away from what is no more than porn.

Susan Minnich, Mrs.
Self
Hudson Oaks, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because | scare about our children and their hearts and minds. HB 900 Prohibits harmful, sexually
explicit material in the public schools. | have read excerpts from some of these books, and felt default by reading them as an
adult. As agrandparent of kidsin public schools, thisis essential, if we care in the least about our children! Please support this
bill.

James Ransdell

self

Seguin, TX

Public Education Committee bill HB 900 is a start to stop sexually explicit materialsin public schools. This bill needsto pass. We

need the vendors to label sexually explicit materials and issue arecall of sexually explicit books sold to Texas schools by
September 2023. This bill should be a top priority to pass.
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Cherilyn Crum
Self
Tyler, TX

| strongly support bill HB90O for the protection of our children at school and local libraries, by condemning the practice of the
presence of sexualy explicit books and materials being allowed. May we learn alesson quickly from France who as a nation
regrets allowing their children free access to sexually explicit materials. It has caused untold problems. Please please stand with
us against this evil for our children, grandchildren, and future generations.

Donald Crum, Dr
Self
Tyler, TX

| strongly support HB90O for the safety of our children, in protecting them from sexually explicit materials.

Carolyn Lux
Self, Retired RN, BSN
Fredericksburg, TX

| am in favor of thisbill because it will remove sexually explicit material from our school libraries. Localy, | have worked with
parents groups that have been trying in vain to remove these books and materials from our libraries and have been derided
publicly in the newspaper as “book burners,” fascists, authoritarians and accused of attacking free speech. The book committee
was formed without using the excepted standards of member selection and is biased in favor of keeping all books on the shelves.
It refuses to consider the conservative values of our community. This legislation will help decrease the sexualization of our most
precious members of our communities, our children. Please move forward on thislegislation. Thank you.

Jack jorgenson
self
Tyler, TX

Please consider passing HB 900 so that our children are not exposed to all this sexually explicit reading material while perusing
the school library for school projects. It hasto stop! Please stand behind this house bill and make it impossible for these books
to find there way into our public schools. Thank you

Ken Fred
Sdlf, retired
Smithville, TX

| strongly urge your support for HB 900. Texas needs to protect our children from the current sexual assault upon them being
perpetrated under the guise of school libraries.

The leftest outcry of “censorship” istotally insincere. ALL libraries, except perhaps the Library of Congress, choose certain
books to include an certain books to exclude because they don’'t have adequate space to include everything ever published. We
have always had the good sense to protect our minor children from sexually explicit material and certainly thisis no time to cast
aside the wisdom of history.

| request that you do all within your power to see that this bill becomes Texas law and allows parents, teachers and librarians to
protect our kids from sexual exploitation.

Thank you,

Ken Fred

Connie Vignes
Self
Orange, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.
Please remove and prohibit the purchasing of any sexual explicit materials to be put into any schools.
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Richie Grant, liscensed Professional Counselor
self community counseling
Texarkana, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public school.

I have worked to get these books from Texarkana and arearemoved. We tried to talk with school leaders but have been stopped
on severa levels. All asking for 'time to get it done' but the books are STILL THERE.

These books are gross and utterly filthy. They are porn and often violent. Take aread. Thisis NOThow to encourage good
character and positive values.

Heather Fitzgerald
Self
Azle, TX

Let’s not expose children to sexual content at SCHOOL. School libraries are not the place for vulgar books that sexualize
children. It s hard to believe we actually need abill to make this point.

Patriciajorgenson
self
Tyler, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because | don't want or need to see harmful, sexually explicit materialsin our public schools.” We
have to STOP thisindoctrination of our children into a sexually explicit society. Please pass HB 900. Thank you.

Tim Kane

self, retired

Tyler, TX

| am supporting HB 900 by Rep Jared Partterson because sexually explicit materials have no place in a school for children. These

materials are currently in some school libraries only as atool to advance the agenda of those who would weaken our moral fiber
asapeople.

diannabiscan

self

Pano, TX

“1 strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.” We need lasws to protect
our kids because the school boards arent concerned and do nothing.

Caroll DuBose
Birchman baptist chirch
Alefo, TX

| am strongly in favor of this bill to protect children

Eugene Lux, Mr
Self
Fredericksburg, TX

Please help keep the inappropriate material from getting into the schools
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Lori Brunke
Self-Referral Coordinator
Weatherford, TX

Please ban harmful, sexually explicit materials from public schools.

Jeanette Canright
Retired/ myself
Plano, TX

| strongly support this bill to assure that books in school libraries do not contain sexually explicit content. Our children need to
be allowed to be kids and not be exposed to vulgar and perverse books.

Cheri H Dorbritz
None
Marshall, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.”

Donna Collins
SELF, grandmother, tax payer
Fort Worth, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. These are obscene &
causing early sexulization of kids;

AvaBlais
Sdlf - retired social worker
Hudson Oaks, TX

| strongly support the passage of HB90O to protect our school children from explicit and/or inappropriate
material. Vote YES for HB90O

WS Caldwell, Mrs.
Sdf retired
Hudson Oaks, TX

| strongly support this bill because it prohibits sexually explicit materials in our schools and libraries.

Rodney Casey
Shackelford, County Republicans
Albany, TX

We need to develop in our youth pure, clean hearts, not hearts there are filled with the trash! Garbage in garbage out. Purity in,
purity out!
Please vote for HB 900

Mary Huls
Self, retired
DeKalb, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. Material this graphic should
not be available to our children.
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Cindy Simpson
Sdf, retired
Pearland, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Janie Brittain
Self
Garland, TX

| strongly support HB 900. We must stop sexualizing our children!

Donna Goodwin, Mrs.

MyPreciousChildren

Tyler, TX

Please continue to use the good sense God gave you and recognize that children have NO need whatsoever to be indoctrinated
into any sexual titillation by books and or materials made available in public schools. REMOVE in their entirety books
containing sexual content, homosexuality, abortion recommendations, pornography, and mandate that any such purchases of this
type of graphic context is punishable by removal of the staff who authorized said purchases!! PROTECTION of the childrenis

your first interest!! They are NOT yours to indoctrinate!!! Public school needs to return to its singular purpose. Educate our
children without your liberal agendato destroy lives with the total annihilation of parental discretion over their own offspring!!!

Don & Jennifer Mobbs

Self

Tyler, TX

We Strongly support HB 900, this bill protects our children in the public school system by prohibiting sexually explicit materials.

Unfortunately, the School Boards are not taking action to protect our children from these harmful and explicit books, often
disguised as novels, etc. Let our children be children. Please support HB 900. Thank Y ou.

Steve Horwitz, Dr.
Self
Rowlett, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Johanna DeJong
Self
Kilgore, TX

“1 strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.”

Lori Hardy, Mrs.
Self, small business owner
Crosby, TX

| support this bill. Stick to the 3Rs and stop specializing our children.

Janice Fowler
self. retired
Dallas, TX

| support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. Our young kiddos need to be
allowed to grow up .
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Rena and David W French
salf
Bullard, TX

My husband David and | wholeheartedly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful sexually explicit materialsin schoaols. Itis
heartbreaking we even need this. But we do.

Kim Horton

Sdf and previous teacher
Weatherford, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | am outrageous and
shocked because | have seen these books and they are everywhere in school libraries and city libraries. Tax dollars should not be
funding this!! These vendors need to be held accountable for distributing them to schools because these explicit books should be
regulated for adults only!! And eventhen it isdisgusting!! It is outrageous that school libraries allow them in but | wonder if
vendors are giving out boxes of books free, just to get them into the libraries. Vendors who engage in this kind of sexualization of
children should loose their license or be barred from supplying books to any school or city libraries! If they are shipping books
for free then any librarian should lose their job when they place them on shelves. It is a shame that now books must be checked
before going onto the shelves. But I'm so thankful for Bonnie Wallace who has alerted people in Texas about this awful and
damaging agenda of sexualizing children. Children and teens (4yrsto 18 yrs) should be able to be children/young people and
learn good wholesome ideas and godly principlesin good books! How are we to get a better society snd a good culture unless we
reign in thiskind of agenda?? There should never be books to provide pictures and descriptions about having sex with whoever,
whatever and however and tell you to go to your favorite porn site on the internet!! Let's Talk About It is one such book. Go to
Booklooks.org and look it up! Go to book reports on this site to read and see picturesin this book. There are aso book lists out
there if people really want to know what these vendors are peddling. Get rid of them or give concerned regular parents a chance
to do it because we are losing this generation!! Thank you!

Patricia Ewing, HB 900
Self
Carthage, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | am aretired early
childhood teacher and | am VERY concerned for our Texas children’s future!

JulieKellogg
self
Aransas Pass, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.”

Audrey Warner
self / retired
Conroe, TX, TX

| ask you to please vote to approve thislegidation. It isclear that something needs to be done to prevent vulgar materials out of
school libraries and out of the hands of our children. Thereis no place in public education, with taxpayer dollars, to diminish the
innocence of our children. Itisahard fight for parents and concerned citizens when districts all over the state send their teachers
and librarians to conferences such as Southwest Education and the TLA Annual Conference that actually provide information and
instructions on how to keep these materialsin the libraries and how to "embed" these practices so they can be justified as
necessary. If these materials are so innocent and "literary appropriate”, why must they be hidden? | ook to you as the
representative of the people, sent to Austin to fight for this priority - PROTECT OUR KIDS.
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Christina Drewry

self

Flint, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. No Texas school should ever
have sexualy explicit material available to minors. Removing the books from school librariesis an arduous task across the state

of Texas. In someinstances, we have been working for over ayear and it should never have been an issuein thefirst place.
Sexually explicit material should only be accessible to legal adults. Please pass HB 900 and protect Texas kids!

Deborah Williamson
None - I’'m a grandparent of school-age children.
Conroe, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

John White
salf
Rockwall, TX

I whole heartedly am IN FAVOR of this bill. School libraries feature some books that, if not for the schools immunity from
prosecution, would be unlawful to share with minors.

Some of the profane, obscene materials in the Rockwall 1SD High School include:

Being transgender in America

A quick & easy guide to queer & transidentities

Gods of the upper air: how acircle of renegade anthropol ogists reinvented race, sex, and gender in the twentieth century
Gay Men and Lesbhians

Music from another world (Leshian)

Gay power! : the Stonewall Riots and the gay rights movement, 1969

Two boyskissing

A queer history of the United States for young people

Innumerable fictional books as well as doctrinal literature serves to normalize homosexuality and transgenderism are in this one
Rockwall 1SD schooal library.

Donna Barnett

Self, retired Texas teacher
Palestine, TX

Please help us protect our children. It is past time to stop the sexualizing of children. It is a parents right to decide when their
child needs to be taught about sexual issues of any kind.

Allen Brown, MAJ, USAR (Ret.)

Sdf: Retired Army officer

Tyler, TX

| strongly support HB 900, because it helps protect our youth from the exploitation and moral corruption from harmful, sexually
explicit materialsin public schools.

Bonnie Walters
Self/Private Caregiver
Longview, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.
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Karen Starnes

Sdlf/Teacher/Nurse/Domestic Engineer
Fort Worth, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | livein KISD (Kdler I1SD),
and we have had such a hard time getting these pornographic, and traumatizing books out of our schools. We thankfully were able
to vote in a better school board recently, but it has still been a struggle. Kids are being harmed in unimaginable ways. In one case
aclass was assigned one of these books to read in class and were told not to take it home. One child did and that’ s how the
parentsin our district first became alerted to thisissue. That child was reprimanded by the teacher and principal for taking it
home. The maority of the school board at the time was more concerned about covering for the district and the abhorrent behavior
of some teachers than they were about protecting the children. Please eliminate the loophole that immoral people are using to
sneak in otherwise illegal and sexually explicit and inappropriate reading material into schools. It’ s absolutely grooming and
pedophilic behavior to expose young teens and children to these books and graphic novels.

Andre Alexander Kulisz, Dr, PhD
Self, Doctor, PhD Researcher
Granbury, TX

The sexualization of children is harmful in many ways. Among them areintellectual development and morality. No society can
exist without an intelligent and moral population. Therefore | strongly support HB 900 asit prohibits harmful, sexually explicit
materialsin public schools.

Kim Selensky, Mrs.
Self
Paradise, TX

Please support this bill and keep inappropriate literature out of our school libraries.

Gay Herrin, Teacher
Project Destiny Texas
Lubbock, TX

Thisis awonderful bill. Please passit.

Richard/AngelaKelley, Dr
Self Retired Scientist
Palestine, TX

We strongly support HB 900 because it outlaws sexually explicit materials in public schools. Thank you for your attention to our
point of view.
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Deborah Anderson

McL ennan County Republican Woman
Waco, TX

| am in a committee that is working to rid Waco and Midway |SD schools of Sexually explicit school library books. Out of an
audit of 80 books, we found 45 books in Midway High Schaool library. We asked them if we could address thisissue at the
October school board meeting. Initially, they said yes, we would be placed on the agenda. Then aweek before the school board
meeting, they changed their mind and decided we needed to meet with the Midway curriculum director. In the mean time, we
were told the High School principal and ateacher aide would go through our book list to assess if these books needed to be
removed. At the November School board meeting, School Board member Luna addressed the issue. He said the criteriato
remove books from the library is very subjective and out of the 45 books, 9 books were removed! All of the books on our list
were highly sexually graphic books! He later wrote us aletter and said, He was very disappointed in the decision to only remove
9 books, but there was nothing he could do.

| then called Waco ISD superintendent and told her | wanted to meet with the School board to discuss the sexually explicit books
intheir library. The only way to meet with the school board isif two school board members agree to address an issue or an "at-
large" member agreesto hear theissue. | emailed each school board member alist of 80 sexually explicit books in their school
library and asked for the issue to be placed as an agendaitem at their next school board meeting. Only one member responded to
my email. Luckily it was an at-large school board member. | was told the board would look into the matter, but so far | can not
come in and talk to the school board about the sexually explicit booksin their libraries.

It isimpossible to remove sexually explicit books from our school libraries without a law forcing the schools to remove them.
The Penal code with the 2016 amendment removed will not be strong enough to remove these books. The law needsto be
specific about the criteria of removing sexual books, plusthe Miller law needs to be more specific.

| tried to audit afew other school librariesin Texas and | could not without knowing the school password . The law needsto
make all school libraries transparent to the public. Then hold vendors responsible for selling inappropriate books to schools.
Librarians should also be held accountable for the books in the schoal library.
The committees to review these books needs to be parents, not sex educators or librarians.

Debi Scaggs, Mrs.
self
Denton, TX

Please, hold schools and venders of books accountable. Over the past year | have petitioned my school board to remove sexualy
explicit books from our ISD. | have followed the laborious process of filling out forms and filing grievances on 90 books only to
have most of the books returned to the library shelves. The way the law is presently written, only if the book’s "dominate theme is
pervasively vulgar " can it be removed. However, many of these very offensive books contain only two or three extremely
explicit, descriptive, practically instructional scenesin the story. Therefore, the review committees deem the book not
"pervasively vulgar”. It is unclear to me as to how many pornographic scenes a book has to contain to make it "pervasively
vulgar" enough to be inappropriate for akid. Here is a sample from a book that was reviewed and returned to Denton I1SD library
shelves.

THE HATERS: "She guided me onto my back and pulled on the bottom of my briefs and | pushed them over my knees and feet
and | was completely naked and not hard at all. She straddled me and pulled her top off and her breasts flopped out and | heard
them more than saw them. She reached behind herself and kind of carefully took my not hard dick into one and pretty soon |
couldn't really think about anything else and pretty soon after that | was hard and she took her hand away and | heard her opening
some little crinkly package and | felt her put the cool plasticky middle of the condom snugly on the front of my dick like she was
shrink wrapping it and | felt her fingernails through the plastic like the legs of a crab fingernailing their way down my dick and
sherose up alittle and adjusted her panties and breathed harder ... The moment she put me inside her | came. | mean the exact
moment. FUCK, | said, and | curled up around her like a snail, and kept coming about a hundred times, and | said
fuckfuckfuckfuck..."

In addition, this book and books like it contain an extensive list of vulgar language. This one includes 67 F-words.

From the book, ALL BOYS AREN'T BLUE: "I remember the condom was blue and flavored like cotton candy. | put some lube
on and got him up on his knees, and | began to slide into him from behind...I eased in, slowly, until | heard him moan."

Other books describe violent rapes of women and children, and oral sex performed on girls/'women and on boys/men.

Keep in mind, if abook isin the school library it has the possibility of being used in the classroom. Book-review-committee-
members have argued a keep the book because they like using it in the classroom particularly for teaching English literature.
There seems to be a strong resistance by many librarians and some teachers to remove these books. They seem to value the book
over the child. Venders are looking at their bottom line, they don't care about kids. Please, past this bill and hold them all
accountable. Pornography, of any amount, has no place in our public schools.
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LindaBellomy, Ms

self

Ovilla, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. The children of today are

the future of Texas. These materials are aform of child abuse and will not produce citizens who will build a good society as
adults.

Gene Robinson, Mr.
Decent citizens
Dallas, TX

Pass this bill and get these damn pervert ISD demorats the hell out of our public schools that we pay for! What a disgrace they all
arelll

Cindy Nick

Self

Tyler, TX

Please support HB 900- | am aretired educator and grandmother to five. | am disgusted at the filth that | have personally
witnessed in school librariesthat is easily accessible to our children. It is not the responsibility of the schools to teach our

children about sensitive topics and it is a crime to provide them with reading materials that expose them to such perversion.
Please invest in our children and stop this.

Keith Metcalf
self
Longview, TX

I would like to strongly support HB900 which stops explicit materials from being made available in public schools, thank you.

John Peet
Retired Citizen
SAGINAW, TX

| strongly support it

Samantha Smith
Retired
Van, TX

li strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools

Paula Bengel
Self
Carrollton, TX

| strongly support this bill to protect the innocence and protection of our children regarding sexual intimacy, inappropriate words
and actions pictorialy, and pornography in our libraries and classrooms. Do what is right and pass this bill!

mike o'donnell
Self
San Antonio, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.
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Wanda Ulrey
self
Victoria, TX

| strongly support HB 900 as it will protect the innocence of our children from sexually explicit books that are harmful to their
minds.

Darlalngram
self - "concerned grandparent”
Amarillo, TX

As aconcerned grandparent and a precinct chair for Randall County, | STRONGLY support HB900. Our children in Public
Schools must be protected from vulgar and sexually explicit materialsin public schools. Vendors must be held accountable for the
types of literature that is sold to Texas school districts.

Deborah Miller

Self

Arp, TX

It isimperative that we keep sexually explicit books out of our school libraries. Thereis no need to groom our children for alife

of human trafficking and abuse. We don't need to educate them on the various aleged genders. There are only two genders and
those are male and female. There are no other genders.

Jerrie Reynolds
Self
Tyler, TX

“1 strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.”

Sarah Finnell
Texan moms
WACO, TX

Please PL ease support HB 900 It is appaling what isin middle and highschool books- as literature (actually porn)- | am
embarrassed to even read some of the disgusting sexually explicit material that isin our Texas schoal librarys --availabe to kidsin
middle and highshool Please support this bill.

Thank you

A VERY concerned parent and wife of long time educator

Sarah Finnell

Linda Edmondson
Self, retired
Pittsburg, TX

| pray that you will support this bill to keep sexually explicit material out of our school libraries. Children are aready exposed too
often to these kinds of indecent materials. We do not need to have it in our schools. Thank you.

Margaret Tanner

Self

Bridgeport, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. Sexually explicit and

pornographic books violate the penal code when in school libraries available to under age youth. Thank you for protecting our
children from sexual grooming and exploitation.
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Leo LaBauve, 111
Orange County Republican Party of Texas

Orange, TX

Please support the banning and the removal of Sexually explicit books from our Schools these books have no business being in
our Texas schools.

Jennifer Mathews
Self
Porter, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | have seen these books in
my own school district (Humble ISD). There is no redeeming value to them. They are PORNOGRAPHY and many include
explicit pictures that should not be available in a children’slibrary.

Jill Lorenz
Self
Waco, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Sue Evenwel

Grassroots America We The People
Mt. Pleasant, TX

HB 900 is an extremely important bill to help end the sexually perverse materials that have poured into our Texas public schools
and libraries. By any other definition, it is some of the rawest graphic and written pornography | have ever seen, and would be
grounds for an arrest if sold on the street. | totally support this bill and ask you to pass it through committee quickly with a
resounding Y ES, and on to the House floor for avote.

Deb Spencer

Self

Boyd, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. | am running for the Boyd

ISD School Board Place 1 and thisis one of my highest points on my platform. We must keep our children safe from these
materials.
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Pedro Garcia, Mgor
Self
Decatur, TX

Asaveteran, a parent, and life long Texan, I'm appalled that something so common sense based even has to be put into law, but
such is the progressive agenda today that children are being increasingly targeted for desensitization thru repeated exposure to
pornographic material.

The same leftist politicians who adamantly attempt to shut down “misinformation” on social media, are equally adamant about
pushing sexual misinformation to children using anti science agendas that only introduce mental / emotional confusion wrt
gender, healthy relationships and families, as well as permanent physical harm to their selves.

Pornographic material, which by its very definition serves no educational purposes, abuses the First Amendment by cloaking
itself under the guise of education, when there are numerous other better alternatives that achieve the same goals (l.e. fictional
entertainment, Sex Ed).

Any politician who votes against this needs to have both their head examined for mental sanity, as well astheir wallets checked to
see who's paying them to vote for it. Furthermore, if any Republican votes against it, you are not a Republican, but a liberal
progressive masquerading as one.

Denise Bdll
Self
Houston, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it protects minors from sexually explicit materialsin school. Sadly, there are hundreds of
filthy book titles available to students in my children’s school district (Spring Branch ISD, in Houston, TX), and | and other
parents have been asking for the district to remove them. Unfortunately, books rarely get removed once they arein placein a
school, and the process to remove them (the book reconsideration process) is long and arduous for a parent to go through. In
addition, parents that do decide to go through the process are often smeared and publicly doxxed by leftist groups.

Here are some book titles that have been availablein SBISD libraries (and sometimes on recommended reading lists) the past few
years. An asterisk next to them indicates they were finally removed:

*Gender Queer

All Boys Aren't Blue
Looking For Alaska

What Girls Are Made Of
*This Book is Gay

Tricks

Triangles

Identical

Me Earl and the Dying Girl
Push/Precious

Lucky

The Bluest Eye

The Handmaids Tale Graphic Novel
Flamer

*Beyond Magenta

HB900 will help to protect children from being sexualized at ayoung age. Parents do not have aright to choose these books for
their children because NO ONE has the right to sexualize a child. Books with sexually explicit content DO NOT belong in k-12
education, and should be reserved only for adults to read.

Thank you for passing this bill and for protecting children in the State of Texas.
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Hilliard Brittain
Self
Garland, TX

One of eight top priorities of the Republican Party of Texas for this legidlative session isto end the sexualization of Texaskids. If
passed, HR900 will make real progress to that end by removing sexually explicit and pervasively vulgar books from school
librariesin our State. How these books were ever allowed into our schoolsis beyond my comprehension. If you have not seen
what | speak of, then you are not paying attention and, consequently, committing malfeasance. Please support this bill and any
others that will help protect our juveniles from such smut. Thank you.

Carlos Huertas, Mr
Self, retired
Weatherford, TX

Please support HB 900 to keep harmful sexually explicit books out of our schoal libraries. So sad that some of these books are so
explicit that they can't be read out loud at a school board meeting and yet they are available for our kids to read at school!

Christopher McConn

Sdf. Sales/ public sector consulting
Houston, TX

| strongly support thisbill. Sexually explicit material or gender ideology or trans indoctrination has no place in elementary
schools

Gaylon Clifton
Clifton Homes LLC
Tyler, TX

| strongly support HB-900. Stop sexualizing Texas kids.

Janis Daemmrich
myself
Austin, TX

I do not agree with your rationale for this bill. Local school districts, as well as professional librarians employed by those
districts, should have all the tools they need to handle deciding which books are appropriate for their schools' libraries and their
schools students. Local control works better than state mandates, especially mandates full of ambiguous and socialy
conservative dog-whistle terms about keeping children safe from sexual content and pornography. Y ou're trampling on freedom of
speech as well as misrepresenting what is best fo the kids when you try to pass a bill that will take books off the shelvesthat are
completely appropriate for children but seem too "woke" for certain elected officials.

Debra Dameron
Self
Temple, TX

I would like to voice my support for HB 900. | would like to see schools focus on materials that will enable our young peopleto
contribute to society and lead a healthier more prosperous life.

Our youth are being short changed, along with our taxpayer money. The vendors need to be held responsible, and only healthy
and productive materials should be added to our library’s!
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Denise DORITY
self - retired
Paris, TX

Please support Rep. Jared Patterson’s HB900 to remove sexually explicit materials out of all our Texas schools It's actually pretty
basic.. Please protect our students!

Cathy McConn
Sdlf
Houston, TX

| support HB 900. STRONGLY. Itisashamethat it has cometo thisthat we have to monitor our books for porn and sexual
indoctrination.

Karen Morgan, Mrs
Self retired
Alvord, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits sexual and vulgar booksin our childrens schools. | hope it prohibits books on
sodomy also. Our children should be protected from that kind of content and parents should not have to worry about their
children getting exposed to trash in their school of all places.

Lindsay Hollomon
Self
Keller, TX

Asaformer educator and a mother of two school-aged children, | have been appalled at the reading materials available to
students. | am not opposed to diversity, so please do not be confused. However, my 12 year old niece pulled a book off her
classroom library shelf that had afull page of explicitly describing oral sex. That is repulsive to me that a sixth grader had this
readily available to her at school.

Please note: | think library materials need to be monitored, but this book (along with thousands of others) was gifted to the school
by Pearsons. It iswell past due that Texas severe their ties with this company. Millionsis being wasted on poorly written and
glitchy computer-based materials they create. To learn they are freely putting in materials that sexualize children means they
should have NO place in the Lone Star State.

Dawn McMinn
Self kindergarten teacher
Montgomery, TX

| cannot even believe the garbage in our schools. Talk about disconnect, we worry about children being victimized and sex
trafficking but then in the schools we expose them to pornography .

If you spend the time to listen to people rescuedfrom trafficking, they will tell you pornography is the gate way. Protect our
children.

Vickie Hollomon
Self
The Woodlands, TX

Books provided in the libraries at school for our children to read should be*G” rated!! Some of the books that I’ ve seen lately in
the school are not and | repeat ARE NOT appropriate!! It is ridiculous that we as parents and grandparents have to worry about x-
rated books being in the school library. Where are your morals and values? ? | hope and pray that you take this regulation
serioudly. | am writing this as a very concerned grandparent who only wants the best for my grandchildren.
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Beth Noe
Self
Austin, TX

| support wholeheartedly HB90O0! | am appalled at some of the literature available to young students! Let’s get back to teaching
reading, writing and arithmetic!

Sent from my iPhone

Karen Munden
McCulloch County Republican Wonen
Rochelle, TX

Please vote to prohibit the sale or inclusion of sexually explicit books in public schools libraries.

Shannon Letchford
Self Supervisor
Round Rock, TX

It should be common sense that sexually explicit materials should NOT be availableto children. It is asad world that | even have
to say that. What perverse mind even remotely thinks that allowing children access to sexually explicit booksis okay? We'rein
the midst of aspiritual battle and Satan is dead set on perverting the minds of our children. And if you believe that thisis okay,
then you have evil in your heart. Satan has conquered your mind and soul! The writers and illustrators of these books have an
agenda and it has no place in the libraries of any children’'s school. We must protect our children at all costs! If parents want their
children to see thisfilth, they can order it off Amazon. The rest of uswill continue fighting the good fight.

Rhonda Anderson
Self
Longview, TX

| appreciate your filing this crucial bill and support it’s passage 100%

Marianne Horton
Parent
Spring, TX

Please clean up the trash in our school libraries and classroom libraries. In the last year, my sixth grade daughter has come home
with abook including a sex scene (Everything, Everything) and one with an explicit blow job scene that references looking to
porn on how to give a blowjob (Searching for Alaska). In neither case was she looking to find such abook but accidentally
grabbed both books, thinking the stories were about something else. She brought the books to me, confused why she would be
reading such books at school. In an effort to make school a*“safe space” for everyone, we are scaring our children with content
that is not age level appropriate, much level school appropriate (for any age level). | should not have to worry that my kid will be
exposed to pornin her classroom. Please do something.

Sarah Reichardt
Self - Implementation
Keller, TX

| support this
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Robert Hayhurst

self

Canyon, TX

As aTexas parent and taxpayer, | support thishill. Thereis no reason to spend taxes provided by the people of Texas on sexually
explicit reading material for Texas school children other than to purposefully sexualize children. Thereis no educational reason
to provide sexually explicit material to students. This material, which is already in our schools and must be removed, serves to

delegitimize Texas public education in the eyes of most Texans and breeds distrust toward educators. Any parent who wants their
children to read this type of material can purchase it with their own money and provide the material at home.

Nicole Marucci
Self/Oil& Gas
Richmond, TX

Representative Patterson, | STRONGLY support HB900. We need to protect our children and remove for good inappropriate
materials out of Texas schools.

Whitney Siddons

self

Frisco, TX

AsaTexas resident and parent, | support the prohibition of “sexually explicit materials' in public school and charter school

libraries as provided by HB 900. Please adopt thisfor the sake of our children and in recognition of the supremacy that parents
hold over school boards and librarians in the sexual education of their own children.

Hugh Soape
Self - SBar Farms
Troup, TX

Sexually explicit books, pamphlets or any other such material has NO Place in public schools, especialy in Texas !!!
Any form of sexual brain washing of our youth should be a criminal offense !!!!

Gilda Bayegan

Self

Houston, TX

| support HB90O to prohibit sexually oriented material in public schools and charter schools. It isthe duty of publicly funded
educators to teach children math, science, and reading skills. It is not the duty of publicly funded educators to teach children

about sex. Rather, our schools should provide protection from sexual influences. It is up to parents to decide when their children
are ready to learn about sex, and t is parents who should decide how much they are told and in which context, not the schools.

Debbie Phillips
Self
Goliad, TX

| strongly support this bill!

TaraBoto
self - stay at home mom
Austin, TX

I am FOR HB900 to pass.
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Sheila Smith
Self
Tyler, TX

Please protect our kids and allow them to remain children by not allowing these schools and vendors to sexualize them with
inappropriate reading materials.

Cathy Stroud, Mrs.
Cooke County Republican
Gainesville, TX

| urgently ask you to vote YES for HB 900. | have firsthand knowledge of the kind of books we are seeing in high schools and
junior high schools. They are in Schools all over Cooke County. Some schools are alarmed and working on remaoving them and
being careful about new books coming. Other schools don’t seem to care. These books do not belong to be offered by our public
schools or in my estimation the Public Library. They are aresult of a Marxist agenda that will poison the minds of our young
people. Please protect Texas young people. Vote affirmatively on HB 900 and influence everyone you can on this issue.
Respectfully, Cathy Stroud

Kerry Rickard
Self/ Small Business Owner - Market Vendor
Baytown, TX

| support HB 900. By no means should any sexually explicit content be in public school libraries. Sexuality teachings should
come only from children's parents or from classes at school that the parent has given permission for their child to attend.

David Kemp, Mr
self
Plano, TX

Stop sexualizing our children. | amin total support of HB900. Rep Jared Patterson has outdone himself with this amazing piece

of legislation. We thank him for the courage, commitment and setting new guidelines. We need standards for our libraries as our
schools are filled with filthy books. This bill should be atop priority and should become law. Thank you for all you do to protect

our kids and Country.

Traci Maze
Self
North Richland Hills, TX

| support this as a parent and in care of our kids!

Matthew Glaser
Sdlf - Librarian
Midland, TX

Requiring vendors to disclose past sales of thesetitles to school districts opens a slippery slope to privacy issues concerning
students who may have already read the titles. This does not mean that the titles are bad and students shouldn’t be reading them,
but patron privacy is afundamental right in the library. Therefore, rating books and |abeling them as “explicit” and otherwise
“othering” the books infringes on the reader’ s right to read and their right to privacy. These books go through years of edits and
review before being published for their designated age groups. The material is not inappropriate when considering the work as a
whole — often, less than one percent of thework isat al “explicit” and offers a greater context to the story. People read to learn,
they read to understand, and they read to empathize. Reading afictional narrative does not endorse or indoctrinate any ideas — it
adds to the literary merit and the emotional depth. These books are being labeled for the correct age groups, and how the
librarians organize their shelvesis based on their professional education and their professional standards. Trust the librarians to do
their jobs. Librarians learn instruction, education, organization, and more in school — not just how to “shelve books and read all
day.” It isascience for areason. Library science studies information AND it’s organization for each different age group. Trust
them to do their jobs.
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Malen Kemp
Self
Dallas, TX

Dear Representative Patterson

| support the prohibition of “sexually explicit materials’ in public school and charter school libraries. Please return our school
librariesto include classic literature and books that uplift the morals and values of a Judeo Christian worldview. | am so sick and
tired of finding CRT and sexually explicit materials along with weak academic materialsin our schools. Why are we watering
down the learning experience for our children? Please change this.

Sincerely
Malen Kemp

Jennifer Eckhart

CCDF-USA Montgomery County

Magnolia, TX

Parents need more support and toolsto rid the public schools of obscene and inappropriate books. School Boards are making it

difficult to remove such books, largely due to counsel from TASB and their mis-application of the Pico case.
| support this Bill asit isastep in theright direction to put parents back in control of what their children are exposed to.

April Kerze
Self, Engineer
SPRING, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials from entering our public schools. Our school
districts and communities are wasting a tremendous amount of time and resources trying to sort through library and classroom
book content one book at atime to determine which books are appropriate. This process is not efficient and our current processes
are clearly allowing some inappropriate materials to enter our schools. For these reasons, Texas needs legidation in place to direct
school districts on what material is acceptable in our public schools and keep materials that are sexually explicit and pervasively
vulgar from entering our schoolsin the first place. If these books never enter our schools, we do not need to waste time and
energy on the backend trying to get them removed.

Eric Waller

self

Big Sandy, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits sexually explicit materials in public schools. The guideline should incorporate
topics that parents would be better to personally educate their children in because it has to do with intimate family values that
form the foundation of all healthy civilizations: strong marriages and strong families. Government institutions should be

protecting families from those forces that would invade, indoctrinate, and eventually replace family values that parents should be
the gatekeeper of.

Sue Wadll, Mrs
Self
Azle TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful , sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Carol Elkins
Women’s Bible study
Azle, TX

| like HB 900
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Kathy Keller
Self
Azle, TX

| am strongly in support of BANNING all books and materials of a sexually explicit nature from ALL public and private schools
and libraries. Our children have no need to be exposed to this garbage for ANY reason whatsoever and should be shielded from it
at al cost!

Laura Heffelfinger, Mrs
Tax payer
Cresson, TX

Please pass HB 900. Our TX code has set standards for what is explicit sexual materials and our public schools should select
books in accordance with those standards.

| have seen some of these books. These books have explicit line drawings normalizing masturbation, homosexuality, etc. Some
of these books have disclaimers in them as a notice not taking any accountability for any damage caused to children.

Many TX school district standards state that abstinence

should be taught. These books instead encourage

risky behavior which can cause disease and perversion of sex. With limited space in our school libraries we should be
promoting excellence not degeneracy. | am not happy as atax payer that these books do not represent our community standards.
Thanks,

Laura Heffelfinger

SaraHeizer
Self/ Retired Teacher
Weatherford, TX

Asaformer teacher, grandparent and lifelong Texan, | wholeheartedly support HB 900. “ Sexually explicit” no longer refers to
mere anatomical drawings but “how to” guides for every manner of sexual interaction between children, between adults and
children, same sex and opposite sex. Such materials are meant to encourage exploration and exploitation of children at every age
level. Having these materials easily available in Public Schools adds credence to otherwise disgustingly inappropriate behavior by
children of any age. Thank you, Sara Heizer, Weatherford, TX

Jessica Welsh
Self
Spring, TX

| support HB 900 because | am tired of the attempts to desensitize my children to sexually explicit content. Books containing
sexually mature content do not belong in school libraries. Not all children are emotionally capable of being exposed to content of
this nature, and they deserve to feel safe. | am appalled at the level of graphic sexual content that has been found within booksin
Texas schools recently.

William Stevens

self / attorney
Gunter, TX

Please remove the porn and the politically-driven liberal agenda reading materials (that is being generous in describing this stuff)
from our schools. These publications should have never made its way into our schools. These books have absolutely no
educational value. They have one purpose: indoctrination. Now it is imperative that you, the legislature, do your job and
implement legidation necessary to remove these items from our schools. And, not only remove, but ensure that these kinds of
books and other materials never, ever, make their way back into our schools. Make no mistake, these things are poison, and the
presence of these books anywhere else would be criminal. Make it criminal to be in schools.
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Virginia Bettis
Self
Azle, TX

| support HB 900 that will prohibit sexually explicit material
In our schools that is harmful to our children . Any sexuality explicit material is unacceptable and serves no educational purpose.

Rebecca Barton

self

Washington, TX

| taught students from age 3 to 21 except junior high. | can tell you that students have enough on their plate without having to
deal with changing their bodies. The schools should stay out of the business of indoctrination of the idea that a child should

change their sex. It does not help students to accept everyone, it only makes them wonder what is wrong with their own bodies.
Please pass a bill to keep changing a child's sex out of our schools.

Brenda Shepherd, Mrs.

self, public school teacher
WichitaFalls, TX

Please support the prohibition of “sexually explicit materials' in public school and charter school libraries, and everywhere on
their campuses.

Brandy Marley, Mrs
Self - Army Active Duty
Belton, TX

There is absolutely no reason why any parent should have to worry about what books are availablein school libraries. How did
it ever get to this point? I’m truly ashamed that any state would ever alow anyone's children to have access to books that include
sexually explicit material, to include LGTBQ. Why are we sexualizing our children and exposing them to this nonsense? ?! Why
are we alowing librarians to fuel the fire for this progressive left movement?

My husband and | are both active duty military and we work tirdlessly. | didn’t realize our public schools were this far gone until
| did. | never imagined | would have to vet my children's school books prior to reading them. Why? I've put my faith in public
schools since my first child turned 5. I’m beginning to regret my decision. Private schools are beginning to sound alot more
appealing.

Please take action now, beforeit’stoo late. Please save a generation of innocent kids that have been torn down by palitical
theater and ideology . Wearing useless and pointless masks during COV1D19 was enough, now this?!

Enough is enough, | will continue to do my part to keep our children safe. Safe from tyranny, and progressive ideologies. Thank
you

Pegay Del eenheer, Mrs
Self
Waco, TX

Please stop the sexualization of our children in Texas through these pornographic materials and books!

Ronad Del eenheer, Mr
Self
Waco, TX

Please stop the sexualization of our children in Texas through these pornographic books and materials!
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Linda Stetz
SelfHB
Bryan, TX

| strongly support HB 900 which prohibits sexually explicit materials in Texas schools.This should never have happened.
Possibly tax payer money used for lobbying.

Patrick Madden, Mr

Self retired

Mckinney, TX

| strongly support HB 900. The type of pornography in our school librariesis as addictive and destructive as liquor isto our
children. Before the internet, a person had to travel to the part of town where the liquor stores, adult book stores and prostitution

were allowed to operate. Now in the McKinney, Tx school libraries, children of any age are allowed to use their library card to
check out any item from any library. This action by the state will correct the issue for our district and others in the same situation.

Sharon Thompson
Self
Orange, TX

Please vote yes

Susan Bell
salf
Comfort, TX

| support HB 900. Our children should not be exposed to improper materials and books. This world has enough "darkness'. Leave
foul influences out of the hands of children. Empower parents to protect their children.

Michael Smith
Cherokee County Republican Voting PCT 15
Jacksonville, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. | have opposed such
obscene materialsin schoolsin my previous state of residence, and oppose them here now for the same reasons. The federal
government will never enforce its own obscenity laws; it is up to Texas legislators like you to protect Texas schoolchildren using
the power of the state. It istime. Thank you.

Brenda Deshotel
Self
Orange, TX

These books belong in the trash not in schooals.

Alexandra Marchetta
Self/Self
Cding, TX

The books in our public schools should not contain anything sexually explicit or information in regards to a persons sexuality. It
is not a schools place to teach our children about this topic or to continue to try and sexualize our children. It isthe responsibility
of parents to have these conversations with their kids and our kids should not be able to find this information in our school
libraries.
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Denise Lunski

Families Engaged for Effective Education
Arlington, TX

| fully support this HB by Representative Jared Patterson. Public School Libraries should not have these types of booksin them
and using the taxpayers money to pay for them is absurd.

Pete Commiato

personally interested
Long Branch, TX

| strongly support HB90O

TeresaBussdll, Dr.
Self
Powderly, TX

| am writing in support of HB 900. | have been actively involved as a community member in my local school district, North
Lamar ISD. Thisbill will be abig help to remove these inappropriate books in K-12 public education.

Andrew McConn
Drillinglnfo
Houston, TX

| support this bill.
But it doesn’t go nearly far enough. Don’'t be scared of federal viewpoint-discrimination law. Y ou can do more.

Kristie Wong
Self, parent
Frankston, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

Gwen withrow
State Republican Executive Committeewoman SD4
Montgomery, TX

please please please remove the obscene books from school libraries. | would never have exposed my children to such filth. It
must be removed. | am for HB90O

Ellen Leyrer

Self, Retired

Plano, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. The obscenity exemption is
being abused. These books are not educational, more like tools used by predators for 'grooming'.

Heather Palamidessi
Self
Prosper, TX

We shouldn’t have to fight or protest. Porn and sexualy explicit materials DO NOT belong in schools.
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Eliz Markowitz, Dr.
Self
Katy, TX

Education by its very nature requires individual s to analyze and eval uate information presented. When presented with
information, ideas, and beliefs that differ from our personal views, such education requires a growth mindset—and growth can be
uncomfortable.

Asaresident of Fort Bend County, one of the most diverse counties in the nation, | am dismayed by the recent wave of book
banning across this nation and state. The Supreme Court in Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District v. Pico
(1982) ruled that public schools can bar books that are “ pervasively vulgar,” but they cannot remove books “ simply because they
dislike the ideas contained in those books.” | call upon the legislature, in a state that has made national news over the years for
their removal of literature from school libraries, to both operationally define “ pervasively vulgar” and provide the public with
concrete reasons for every work that has been removed.

It isimperative that our students be exposed to a breadth of diverse beliefs and perspectives in order to successfully navigate the
global society in which we live. Only through exposure to a diverse set of views can our children gain the empathy necessary to
understand situations outside of their own. We must not be myopic or live in an echo chamber, as doing so will only leave our
children, our future leaders, unable to successfully navigate and solve the problems that we face as a society.

We learn from the past, and someone much wiser than myself coined the phrase, “History repeats itself.” While | am no historian,
| cannot recall a single time when the censorship of ideas and materials was deemed positive or beneficial in retrospect. Not once
have | heard historians credit those who actively censored the written word as transformational |eaders. Rather, such censorship
has been found to be both suppressive and oppressive in nature, seeking to marginalize or demean certain populations. And
history has never favored oppression or the oppressor.

We are privileged to live in a country that values freedom. And, as Americans, we have aresponsibility to stay vigilant and
protect such rights for our current and future generations. Anything less would be an affront to our nations heroes who have
fought and died for these freedoms.

John Murray
self parent
Austin, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. | want to be the arbitrar of
my children's learning on sexuality; not the public school.

Dora Caywood
Self/Retired
Sherman, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexualy explicit materials in public schools.

Tom Kimbel
Sdlf retired
Tomball, TX

Please support , co sponsor , & vote for stopping sexually material from being available at schools & other public places.

Christine Kalmbach

Self, Redltor
Houston, TX

Thishill is an outstanding example of what the State can do to mitigate exposure and exploitation of studentsin regardsto lewd,
lascivious and objectionable material in our schools and their libraries. Children are being exposed to disgusting content without
their parents knowledge or consent. Please everyone should support and endorse this HB90O bill by Patterson!
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ROBERT FOWLER

SELF

LONGVIEW, TX

“1 strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools' When are our

representitives going to listen to We The People TEXANS and do what is morally right, common since people? We are paying
more attention now, we are awaken, beware.

O Hill

Self Retired Teacher

Orange, TX

Please pass bill HB 900. As aretired teacher, | support the removal of sexually explicit materials from our schools. Children are

exposed to inappropriate materialsin so many other ways. Schools should be teaching History, Science, Math and Language Arts,
not sexuality.

Evangeline Oney
Self/Release of Information Specialist
Leander, TX

Minor children of school age should have books that encourage educational growth pertaining to math, reading, writing, history,
science. Recreationa story books should be age appropriate without adult content.

Ally Raskin
Self
Dallas, TX

The fact that we would even have to ask for pornography to be removed from the librariesis kind of ajoke. This should be a no-
brainer to get through.

Sandra Chambers
None
Magnalia, TX

| support the regulation of sexual material made availallble (includeing materia that may be on loan, promoted or sold) to the
students of Texas by public entities, such as public schools.

Angela Tweedie
Self-Retired
Tyler, TX

My nameis Angela Tweedie, | livein Tyler , TX, my state Rep. is Cole Hefner. | strongly support HB90O.

Thank you, Angela

Doug Tweedie

Self-Retired

Tyler, TX

My name is DougTweedig, | livein Tyler , TX, my state Rep. is Cole Hefner. | strongly support HB90O.

Thank you,
Doug Tweedie
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Cathy Cocco
Austin
Austin, TX

| support this bill to protect our children. Stop the grooming and | would recommend firing the teachers, staff and administrators
who support these teachings.

Amy Ardington, Ms
Sdlf/attorney
Bellville, TX

First of al, this hill is uncongtitutionally vague. “Sexually explicit” and “pervasively vulgar” are highly subjective and “ squishy”
terms. Asapractical matter, | doubt that many books by reputable publishers of educationa materials would meet this
description in itslimiting and pejorative sense. On the other hand, materials that are explicitly sexually can be educationa and
informative for high school students. For health reasons, knowledge about sexual mattersis vital to children of a certain age and
it cannot be taught by all parents. “Pervasively vulgar” can mean wildly different things to different people; Chaucer &
Shakespeare’ s writings could be deemed pervasively vulgar by the prudish. Trust teachers! ThisCease trying to impose
puritanical values not shared by the majority in our society.

Heather Daoust
Self. Mother.
Dripping Springs, TX

Yes! Yes! Yes! Protect our children! Make schools safe and conservative again!

Fargjallah Y azbek
Sdf Candidate for Amarillo College Board Of Regents
Amarillo, TX

PL EASE remove the exemption from prosecution for presentation of these types of books (pornography or sexually-oriented
materials, including child pornography) the purpose of "educational value." Thereisno educational value from possessing,
distributing or otherwise making available to minors ANY representation of sexual activities geared towards anyone under the
age of consent (the age which islegal to enter adulthood). Our tax dollars are going to supporting materials that would get us
arrested for possession of child pornography and giving it to children under the guise of "education." Let's close thisloophole
now and get the children back to being children.

Hunter Bonne
Marion County Republican Assembly
Lone Star, TX

| strongly support HB90O, because it prohibits harmful and sexually explicit materialsin the public schools. Our schools are
ingtitutions for learning, and not an indoctrination camp into sex, be it straight or gay. As someone that worksin a public school
district, | have seen many books out on display that contains subjects about leshian and gay relationships. Even those that are
not, some are about horror, and invariably have stories about rape and sex in general. This can be accessed by children as young
asthe 6th grade. Thisissomething that frankly is unconscionable, and the fact that thisis happening is the reason why we need a
law on the books to stop this sort of thing.
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Daphne Hoffacker
The children of Texas
Austin, TX

As someone who has been working in classrooms and libraries for the entirety of my child's schooal life, | find it strange and sort
of odd that anyone would suggest that anyone other than certified, trained professional Librarians should have the final word on
what's appropriate content for their schools and communities. They are literally trained to understand the needs and opportunities.
Parent, on the other hand, may know their children better than others (although this is often not the case - we see plenty of
examples of parents who seem more committed to their idealized version of their children than the actual humanity standing in
front of them - but | digress), but they often aren't trained in literacy, have little to no cultural competency skills that would allow
them to look at the big picture of their community and beyond their own offspring, and are untrained on the dynamics of
education and the effects of content delivery. And politicians, including those appointed by the Governor, seem the least qualified
of all - substituting ideology for sound practices throughout our education system. Add to this head-scratching effort to turn the
idea of expertise on its head is the even more amusing notion that children are in danger of getting sexual content from books.
Have you heard of the internet? There isn't akid in the country who hasn't figured out how to get access to sexual content without
ever stepping in alibrary. Sexual content in any of the books that are on various lists for "removal" from library shelvesisin the
context of alarger story - astory that is already familiar to far too many children who are not realistically supported by their
families - and not the central theme, as opposed to the pornography our children can readily find long after the libraries have
closed for the day. Removing books for any reason other than alibrarian (often it's a professional group of them, not an individual
decision) is painfully missing the entire point of education, books and our children's journey to adulthood. Please resist any
efforts to take the power of that decision out of the hands of professionals.

Rhonda Jordan
Self, retired, active in correcting Waller ISD curriculum
Hockley, TX

Asacitizen of Waller County and native Texan | expect my legislatorsto fully support and move HB90O0 through the House. Our
children are the future of our state, and our Creator commands us to protect them from harm. The liberal Satanist indoctrination
of our children will not be tolerated. In response to their evil efforts there has been an exodus of public schoolsin favor of return
to education. Should this practice be alowed to continue, or in some cases pushed along, we, the guardians of our children's
future, will steadfastly testify in the Capitol and at the SBOE/TEA hearings.It isimperative HBO0O is voted forward.
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Regina Johnson
Katy Independent School District Parent
Fulshear, TX

Dear elected officials,

We the People stand behind House Bill 900 for the State of Texas. We the Parents of Katy Independent School District in Katy,
TX stand behind House Bill 900 for our students. We've fought our school district admin, instructional material heads of
department, librarians and board of trustees for over ayear and a half on the weak board policy that managesin class and library
materials. Theissue with degrading, disgusting and inappropriate materialsis not just with those materials students have access
to in the campus libraries and online. It's also a huge problem with selections chosen for students for in-class instruction
including book club, which is agraded exercise K-12. It'stime to demand all 1SD's do a complete audit to remove materials both
in the current library selections but also in the supply chain procurement process. Stop working alongside a progressive group
like American Library Association and accepting award winning books without a detailed review of each title. We the Tax
Payers and Stakeholders of public education deserve to have our tax dollars spent on instructional and non-curricular items that
are multi genre, multi cultural and that speak to all demographics but that ARE NOT disgusting, degrading or inappropriate. We
are demanded by the KISD Board of Trusteesto provide adisclaimer during public forum at all board of trustee meetingsif we
plan to read inappropriate materials so that our weak board of trustee members are prepared for what they may hear. However,
our students are not afforded that same luxury. Texas public education is declining when compared to nationwide options, and
that initself isatravesty. It'stime for leadership to be leaders for once, partner with parents and students and make Texas
Education stand above the rest once again! The woke culture war needs to stop injecting itself into the K-12 setting especially in
materials like books and in-class instructional items. Bookslike "Flamer", "This Book is Gay", etc. REMAIN on KISD shelves
even after level challenges with administration and speaking out to the board of trustees. Our concerns continueto fall on deaf
ears. Don't be another set of deaf ears! | have worked with SBOE representatives and our fight against KISD has been placed
in front of Commissioner Mike Morath and Governor Abbott. 1'm happy to share those materials and more.

KarlaOquin
Self; Legal Assistant
San Angelo, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. Y oung minds are very
impressionable, and such materias are detrimental to children and young adults.

Kate Hancock
Self, teacher
College Station, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

Dave Keeler
Self
Austin, TX

FOR HB 900
| support SB 900! Schools should be safe for children of all ages. Sexually explicit and pervasively vulgar content should not be

allowed in classrooms or the library. Texas public schools must prohibit schools from possessing, acquiring, and distributing
materials considered sexually explicit and pervasively vulgar. Make Texas Schools Safel
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Cindy Triggs
Self
Georgetown, TX

| urge the members of this Committee to vote for HB 900 to protect children from being exposed to books that are harmful to
their emotional and psychological well-being. Our society has long recognized the need to protect children from exposureto
pornography. For decades we've had ratings systems for movies, television shows and video gamesin regard to sexual content.
Why would school libraries include books that contain material that cannot be shown on television? At atime when children are
recovering from the emotional and psychological damage of the pandemic lockdownsit is critical that schools be a safe space
where children can acquire the knowledge and learn the skills needed for them to succeed in life. Confusing or frightening them
with pornographic materials is counter to that goal.

It is also important that parents be involved with their children's education and determine how and when children are taught about
sexuality. No teacher should be providing sex education or sexually explicit materialsto children without parental approval.
Each child is unique, and only the parent knows when and how to teach a child about sex.

Let children be children!

Terry Kosobud
Retired
Austin, TX

Americawas built on freedom of speech and thought. Book banning is simply un-American. Teachers need to be able to discuss
with students what is written in books and explain that just because it is written in abook does not make it so. Telling students
that they can’t read a particular book is often taken as a challenge to do the opposite and read that book. By restricting
information and discouraging freedom of thought, censors undermine one of the primary functions of education: teaching
students how to think for themselves. Such actions, assert free speech proponents, endanger tolerance, free expression, and
democracy.

George Gentzler | I, mr
self retired
Orange, TX

please vote yes on this bill to remove sexua explict books from texas schoo libraried
Michelle Campbell, Mrs

Self
Red Oak, TX

| SUPPORT THISBILL
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Sylvia Coulson
Self
Waxahachie, TX

| support this bill. Every time | search for graphic sexual content booksin my local Waxahachie ISD library, sadly | find some. |
have contacted the ones responsible and was assured this would be addressed and these books would be removed. Y esterday | just
did a search for the book that Jarod Patterson sent to house membersin an email. Here is the description that isin the system:

"Beautiful"- When thirteen-year-old Cassie moves to a suburb of Seattle, she is determined to leave her boring, good-girl
existence behind. She chooses some dangerous new friends and is quickly caught up in their fast-paced world of drugs, sex,
secrets, and cruelty.

Cassie's new existence both thrills and terrifies her. She embraces the numbness she feels from the drugs, starts sleeping with an
older boy, and gets pulled into a twisted friendship triangle that istinged with violence and abuse. Cassieis trapped in a swift
downward spiral, and there's no turning back.

A closer ook shows that the sex and drugs are graphic and totally inappropriate for anyone especially students. Please pass this
bill out of committee and force our schools to remove inappropriate content.

Elain Peveto, Ms
self
Orange, TX

Please vote yes on HB 900 removing sexual explicit books from our school libraries

CHRISTIANA KEELER

Self

Austin, TX

| support SB 900! Schools should be safe for children of all ages. Sexually explicit and pervasively vulgar content should not be

allowed in classrooms or the library. Texas public schools must be prohibit schools from possessing, acquiring, and distributing
materials considered sexually explicit and pervasively vulgar. Make Texas Schools Safel

Elizabeth Rocamontes
saf - retired
denison, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. Thank you,

LisaWilliams

self, attorney

Austin, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. Thereis no reason to have

books depicting or discussing any type of sexua activity in schools. Such material sexualizes children who are below the age of
consent.

Page 32 of 364



LindaDurnin
salf
Austin, TX

“1 strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.” Thereis no need for
students to read this trash nor does the taxpayer need to pay for this pornography in the school library. Asatax payer and avoter,
we need students to learn the basics such as English, Math, Science, Technology, and critical skills so that they can earn aliving
and support themselves. Education is not free. Tax payers are funding this privilege. Thereis no need for students to be
introduced to pornography which will be harmful to them and their familieslater. Sexua addictions are related to reading this
type of material. Let's go back to teaching the basics. The student needs to be in a healthy environment free from mental
perversion.

Gerad Brignac

Citizen/Retired Teacher/

Orange, TX

I have browsed the PDF access to the proposal. Some of it seemsto override local governance of TEA guidelines aready in

place...that concerns me. However, | do support and consider it a good ideato require book vendors to label or rate books
regarding content.

Obvioudly, itisillegal to utilize very questionable content in a public school. But | do not relish the possibility that legitimate
Health courses or Biology and even History materials could be deemed "sexually oriented”" when interpretation is incorrectly
utilized. Laws which exist need tweaking or clarifying. And rating books and restricting some vendors would be a good idea.

Thank you.

Gerald A. Brignac

Melissa Blasa
Self
AUSTIN, TX

Freedom of speech and thought is afundamental right of all Americans therefore regulating what books are available in school
librariesis simply un-American. Teachers need to be able to discuss with students what is written in books and explain that just
becauseit iswritten in abook does not make it true. By restricting information and discouraging freedom of thought, censors
undermine one of the primary functions of education: teaching students how to think for themselves. As a proponent of free
speech, | fedl that regulating, aka banning, books endangers tolerance, free expression, and democracy.

Ann Glass, Mrs.
Self
Orange, TX

HB 900 {Please vote yes on this bill to remove sexual explicit books from our school libraries, not allowed any further type of
book to be purchased and to do thisimmediately]

Manuel Ramon

self/concerned parent
Orange, TX

Please vote yes on this bill to REMOVE sexual explicit books from our school libraries, not allowing any further types of books
to be purchased and the do thisimmediately.
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Pam Ted
Self
Orange, TX

Please vote yes on this bill to remove sexual explicit books from our school libraries, not allowing any further types of book to be
purchased and to do this immediately.

Gayla Grunau
Self
Amarillo, TX

| support that vendors be required to label sexually explicit materials and issue arecall of sexually explicit books sold to Texas
schools by 09/2023.

CARROL TEAL

self

orange, TX

I'm asking you to vote yes for bill #HB 900. It isterrible what is being presented to our children today. There are many outside

forces that we cannot control but this bill is something that you have the power to do something about. Please consider the
children when making your decision.

Paul Tomassi
self
Houston, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it helps to prevent sexualization of our children.

TriciaRichner

Self, business owner

Temple, TX

Strongly support this bill. | have been working (along with several other parents and residents) for well over ayear to remove
sexually explicit and other age inappropriate materials out of my children's high school library. Our superintendent and our school
board have slow walked the process by creating a policy that shifts the burden of identifying and then challenging library
materials to the parents and/or citizens. Only 4 books have been removed and now the "policy” is under review, pausing the

challenge (and subsequent removal) of any additional materials. | simply cannot understand why these materials are not
immediately removed the moment they are found.

Lyn Stone, Mrs.

Momsfor Liberty, Grassroots America, One Million Moms, Texas Education 911

Arlington, TX

As a grandparent with grandchildren in the Texas public school system, | strongly urge you to support HB 900 because it
prohibits harmful, inappropriate, sexually explicit materialsin our Texas public schools.

Ashley Ramon
self/homeschool teacher
Orange, TX

Please vote yes on this bill to REMOVE sexual explicit books from our school libraries, not allowing any further types of books
to be purchased and the do thisimmediately.
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Janet Skamra

Myself

MINEOLA, TX

Please support protecting pur students from inappropriate materials on our libraries. Our country was built on the bible and good

moral principles ..please support this format and protect our students from the onslaught of immoral materials and extreme | eftist
policies.

Rita Estes
Self
Amarillo, TX

| implore you to support this bill to protect our children from such explicit material and books. These materials and books need
to be recalled ASAP. How could this ever have ever been allowed by our Texas representatives? Make thisright for the future of

Meleah Withers

Self, registered nurse

Hillsboro, TX

As| understand it, HB 900 would prevent public school libraries from acquiring or purchasing harmful or sexually explicit
materials, or materias that are pervasively vulgar and educationally unsuitable. Texas parents have become increasingly alarmed
about the books and content found in public school libraries that are extremely inappropriate and obscene in the public education

system. HB 900 is a common sense solution to increase public school transparency and support parental rights while protecting
children. | am a parent and support HB 900. Thank you.

Marsha Woodard
Self
Hankamer, TX

Children should not be exposed to illicit books with adult subject mattersin schools of any type. School is for learning not sexual
indoctrination. Please vote to pass this bill and save our children.

Elizabeth Phillips

Self

Baytown, TX

Please vote yes on this bill to remove sexual explicit books from our school libraries and not allow any further books of this kind

to be purchased!
Thank you

Deb Hillis
Self
Clarendon, TX

We must protect our children! School should be a safe place for our children, which includes them not being exposed to things
they can't yet fully understand.

CeliaRailey

Self, retired (Grandmother)

Big Spring, TX

Allowing obscene materials in school libraries are like putting a stamp of approval on pornography but much worse. Children
getting exposed and hooked is not something any school should be involved with in any way. Please pass this bill and block the

destruction of kidslivesin their own schools. School should be a safe place not a storehouse of destruction that parents and
grandparents can't trust.
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Lel.ynne Waltman Knight
Self
Mansfield, TX

| have been an avid reader my entire life. | am aso aregistered nurse having spent 37 years as a pediatric nurse. | know kids and
blocking their knowledge to meet your agenda doesn’t work.

Books are needed on ALL topics. Asa parent | was aware of what my child read. Asaparent | encouraged my child to read a
variety of topics.

Why are we wasting precious resources and time worrying about books? Any child can open the internet and read very quickly
WAY more than any single book. Quit worrying about books in our schools. The only way to fight ignorance is to allow
education. That can be as easy as reading a book even one that you don’t approve of.

Put your focus on our Foster System. How many children have lost their livesin our system herein Texas this year? Work on that
atrocity. Wouldn't that be a greater use of your energy?

Marilyn Harris

self - retired

Sanger, TX

Thank your for considering my comments and request for your to vote in favor of HB 900.

My husband and | are retired and from the generation that this issue was never a problem. We attended public school and our
libraries never had X rated books available for us children.

Our grandchildren should have the same experience in their public schoal libraries.

It should be against the law for any public school in the state of Texas to purchase for the school library any book that targets
children that is sexually explicit and belongs in an adult sex X rated book store.

We sure don't want our tax dollars supporting this filth in our public school libraries.

It is a shame that we are having this terrible problem!

Marilyn & Danny Harris

GlendaMartin
Self
Orange, TX

Please vote YES on this bill to remove sexual explicit books from our schoal libraries, and not allow any further purchase of
books of thistype. This action needs to be done immediately.

Mary Oberle, Mrs.
Self- retired
Sugar Land, TX

Please know that | am in favor of H B 900. We need desperately to protect our children from obscene books. Please vote in favor
of thishill.

Viki Norman, Ms.
Self
Irving, TX

Please stop obscene and sexually explicit materialsin the library from being purchased and pushed on our children.
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R. Robinson
Self, Retired
Austin, TX

| strongly urge you to support and pass House Bill 900 to make it illegal for public schools to sexually exploit and sexualize
children and youth through harmful books, media, and other materials currently being bought by school systems all over Texas. |
write you as a Texas grandmother, a member of a parents' rights organization, and a taxpayer. | have personally seen some of
these materials. They teach our kids, very often without parental knowledge or consent, that sexual promiscuity, prostitution,
violence, and drugs are acceptable lifestyle options, when we all know they can and do lead impressionable kids into deadend
lives of illness, misery, addictions, and despair. How dare our schools, who with our tax dollars are supposed to equip our kids for
hopeful futures, destroy our children! Who gave them the right to dictate morals to our kids, to take over our rightful parental role
asthe moral teachers of our kids? PLEASE PASS HB 900!

Brenda Edwards
Teachers
Bridge City, TX

Please vote Y ES on this bill to remove sexua explicit books from our school libraries, and not allow any further purchase of
books of this type.

Brooke Martin
Citizen
Orange, TX

Please vote "YES' on this bill to remove this garbage from our schools, and not allow any more of its kind to be purchased. This
is absolutely crazy to even be an issue. This should be done immediately!!!

Kelly Woodard
Self
Baytown, TX

Get back to teaching our kids how to read, write, math, trades, science, debate, agriculture, etc . Our education system is ajoke.
Voteyes

Elizabeth Switek
Self, Librarian
Austin, TX

| am writing in regards to HB90O0, which is a completely unnecessary overstep by the state legislature into local school districts
and their libraries. School librarians already follow Board approved collection development policies as well as purchase books
that are appropriate for their specific school populations. They know their schools and their readers better than the state
legidlature.

It also seemsto be awaste of time and effort to require publishers to jump through this hoop for the state of Texas when books
are already reviewed by avariety of organizations (Kirkus, Horn Book, School Library Journal, Titlewave etc) and noted with
what grade level and age they areintended for. The state legislature may be unaware of this and has apparently not consulted

school librarians to find out that we already hav ethos information.

| ask that this bill does not move forward and is not passed. It is unsupported by most of the Texas voters who have, poll after

poll, said they do not support book bans or government oversight into local matters. If you’ re the part of small government than
show that and let each school district continue to take care of their own students.
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Brenda Swan
Self
Bridge City, TX

The State education system has no business teaching children anything sexual. It is up to the parents to teach their children what
they want them to learn about sexual explicit materials.

Joline TATE
Garland Tea Party
Garland, TX

| strongly support HB 900. Please take a stand to get harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Linda Woodard
Self
Orange, TX

Vote yesto remove sexual explicit books from the libraries in public schools and not to allow any more of these books to be
purchased and placed in our school libraries immediately. Thank you

Jo Dennis, Mrs.
Self
Abilene, TX

Please support this bill to help clean up our schools and protect our children!

Jacob Martin

Citizen

Orange, TX

Please vote "YES" to thisto get this stuff out of schoolsand do it | immediately. Thisis crazy this even an issue.
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Lorie Meynig
self
Austin, TX

Thank you for passing this bill to protect our Texas Children. This bill isimportant to me because many moms and grandmoms
have been sounding the alarm regarding pornographic books in the public school libraries and it's basically been falling on deaf
ears. | amaware that in Austin, Texas a gift of "Welcoming Books' - 28 books in all- were given to many of the public school
libraries. These were given by LGTBQIA activists and were children's books that welcomed the idea of dressing in adressif you
areaboy. These books were used in story time so that the parents would never know. Thisis confusing for little ones. Teachers
were pressured in Austin to read these books. Many did not want to. We are watching a generation completely unravel and many
are being guided by these concepts that are totally age inappropriate. | went to the Capitol two sessions ago and went to the
republican and the democrat offices to help the masses see the problems with showing children cartoon porn. The book called
"It's Perfectly Normal" has Planned Parenthood's Cecile Richard's idea of what sex ed for 11 year old boys and up would look
like. Shewrote part of the Forward. Thisbook discusses masterbation and the "new" consent definition.... basically ask afriend
on the play ground if you want to do asex act and if he does - magic - consent! In the book, It's Perfectly Normal it triesto
normalize all the new sex concepts and practices. One of the worst cartoon porn picsis of alittle girl bending over with no
panties on and you see her vagina. This picture has made grown men blush. Thishasto stop. If grandmas and grandpas don't
what to see this one book then why are we allowing children for the last 10 yearsto have it in the public school libraries along
with many othersfor al to see? We need to spend time teaching phonics, math and writing. We have lost our way. There are
also graphic books that depict abuse, rape, incest. Y es, horrible things happen to youth but NO, we do not need to read books
about the rape or the incest situation to bring healing. Usually, that would trigger the child and traumatize them all over again.
We need books that show healthy families and show away to walk through horrid times without the very horrible abuse
descriptions and find victory over the situation. In Austin there is a book that shows sex acts clearly of one boy with another.
Thisis straight up porn. Thank you for caring for the next generation, your grandchildren or even just your neighbor's children
next door. Please pass HB 900 by Patterson! Thank you!

John Martin
Self
Orange, TX

Please vote Y ES on this bill to remove sexually explicit books from our school libraries and not allow any further purchase of
books of this type. This should be done immediately.

TinaTingle
Self
Victoria, TX

| strongly support HB90O because it prohibits harmful sexually explicit materialsin our public schools

Leigh Martin
Self/ teacher
Orange, TX

Vote yes to remove sexually explicit books from schooal libraries; to not allow any more to be purchased and for this to be done
immediately. A school should not be responsible for exposing students to this material.

Margaret Daniel
Self
Katy, TX

As aformer teacher, parent and PTA executive board member | felt it isimportant to travel to Austin to ask you to vote in support
of HB 900 to regulate and restrict what books can be included in school libraries.
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Summer Crow
Self
Fort Worth, TX

| am aparent of 3inKeller ISD. | am in support of HB900, The READER Act. My website, www.betweenthebookcovers.com
has been updated to include only examples of sexually explicit books that have been found in TX school libraries.

If you question voting “yes’ for this bill, please take the time to look at the content shown on thissite. Asyou are evaluating,
please ...

1) View through the lens and life experiences of a 14 year old child (youngest patron that would have access to high school
books). How will this shape their view of sex?

2) Think about the parents — do they have time to read 600 page novelsto look for explicit sex prior to their kids reading a
book? Isthisthe new expectation for public school parents?

3) Books do not have content warnings. Isit fair to achild that’s fighting for their mind to stay pure in other media sources
to suddenly encounter explicit sex through a book they get from their school ?

4) How do these scenes compare to rated R movie sex scenes? Are the more detailed? More intimate? More personal due
to the use of your imagination and connection to the characters? Do they create a more viscera experience?

5) How would you fed if your child or grandchild encountered explicit sex in thisway through their school ?

| appreciate that you have put yourselvesin arole to make lawsto protect TX citizens. Being exposed to this content and
deciding next stepsis a heavy burden to carry; I'vefelt it. Knowing this content is permeating the minds of our next generation is
heartbreaking and when | see teens facing anxiety, depression, uncertainty, confusion in what constitutes healthy sex ... | worry
that thisis a contributor. Please pass this bill so we can al rest easy knowing, while other things may harm our next generation,
we worked together to control that which we can control.

https://betweenthebookcovers.com/

Thank you,

Summer Crow

Larry Gremminger
Self, Retired
RICHMOND, TX

The exposure of our kids to these sexually explicit books and other articles in our schools istotally unacceptable and should be
stopped by punishing those responsible for this trash to be in our schools and available to our students. Please do whatever is
necessary to speed this bill through the committee and get it to the floor for a vote as soon as possible.

Sharon Tryon
Self
Waxahachie, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it Prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools!.
Thank you,

Sharon Tryon

Janelle Viscomi
self, residential mortgage originator
Houston, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit books and materialsin our public schoals. | will pull my
children from public schools if these things keep being allowed to happen to our children.

Bill Maund
Self. Consulting
Dallas, TX

Please support HB 900
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Steve Judkins
salf
Y antis, TX

Please vote yes on this bill to REMOVE sexually explicit books from our school libraries and not allow any further types of
books to be purchased also to make this mandatory and effective immediately.

Janet Judkins
salf
Y antis, TX

Please vote yes on HB 900 to remove all sexually explicit books from our school libraries and to not allow any further types of
books to be purchased. Please make this mandatory and effective immediately. The sake of our childrenis at stake. Please be
the adult in the room to help begin the end of the crazy that is trying to take over our schools!

Amy Anderson
Self
Round Rock, TX

Isthisreally more important than securing teachers for next year?

| am a high school math teacher for 25 years. | have twinsin their 2nd year at UT Austin. | have to turn in my 60 day notice to
move out of my apartment by the end of March. If I am not making more money, | cannot afford my apartment or my job. Well, |
need aplaceto live. | will have to find a different career.

Please make teachers a priority and let us know you care alittle about us. If HB1548 is not at top priority of Public Education
Committee, then teachers are leaving. | hear it everyday!

SARAH BISHOP
Self
Orange, TX

Please vote Y es on this bill to Remove Sexual explict books from school libraries; do not alow any further types of these books
to be purchased and to do thisimmediately

Sandra Slater
Self
Fredericksburg, TX

“1 strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.”

SheilaWilliams
Self/retired
Hull, TX

Thishill isagood start on cleaning up the gutter our children are subjected too. We have become too complacent in trusting those
who have control over what material our kids can access & the curriculum agenda being pushed. We used to put laws in place to
protect our most vulnerable and Texas should always lead the way with strong legislation & enforcement. Thank you.

Carol Cutler
Self- Retired
McKinney, TX

As agrandmother to 3 boys, | find it appalling that schools would alow sexually explicitly material in libraries. Children should
get information beyond basic sexual knowledge from parents or guardians, not from materials most would consider pornagraphic
and very explicit. Young children are not prepared emotionally or mentally to process such material and | applaud Rep Patterson's
bill for acknowledging this and providing a means to safeguard young minds. | appreciate the opportunity to comment and urge
you to vote to pass this bill.
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Penny Simmons
Self
Lorenzo, TX

| strongly support HB900. Even in conservative West Texas, our children are being targeted and groomed by sexual predatorsin
our schools and libraries. Yes, | said predators as| can think of no better word to use when school and public libraries promote
sexually explicit content and especially books depicting and celebrating a deviant view of sexuality to children and young people.
Our children and young people deserve a safe place to learn. We will be held accountable. Asaminister | counsel young adults
frequently who struggle with anxiety and depression. It can usually be traced back to their being exposed to inappropriate sexual
books or pictures at a very young age. Kids cannot handle explicit sexual content in print or digitally because it makes them
vulnerable and often leads to experience. It's our job to protect them!

DinaMensing
Self, public school librarian
Austin, TX

Respected Legidators, | am writing to you first as a parent; secondly as a certified, public school librarian; and thirdly as atax-
paying, fifth-generation (at least) Texan.

First of all, my two children will be entering high & middle school next year. My husband and | have done our best to build a
relationship of trust with our kids and provide a safe environment. We hope they feel comfortable asking us anything. We also
understand the importance of instilling values our family holds dear, including empathy and understanding for others unlike us,
who've had different experiences. Books can often provide that window into another life, away of understanding. The library
was a safe place for me as a child, and helped me understand the world, more than my bubble in South Texas.

Secondly, as acertified librarian, | find this bill unnecessary and professionally insulting. | was an elementary classroom teacher
for 22 years before becoming a certified librarian. All Texas school librarians must have taught in the classroom before seeking
their master’sin library science and becoming certified. We read, consult other library professionals, ook at reviews, and are
constantly reviewing our collections for needs, always taking into consideration our population. Just as Rudine Sims Bishop
wrote about “Windows, Mirrors, and Sliding Glass Doors’, our job isto provide books where our students can see themselves,
others unlike them, and imagine places they might never see. We are highly trained and work hard to choose books that are age-
appropriate, as well as keeping communication lines open with parents, so if they choose to limit what their OWN CHILD reads,
we can accommodate that. | certainly wouldn’t want another parent’s limitations dictate what | deem okay for MY child.

Asataxpayer, | am frustrated time is being wasted on this kind of trash legislation. We are not Florida, so why are our legislators
trying so hard to be like them? Books are not the problem; fear-mongering is. Do some real work on our energy infrastructure and
funding PUBLIC schools properly.

Respectfully,

DinaMensing

Holly Betenbough, Mrs.
Self
Lubbock, TX

| strongly support HB90O because it prohibits sexually explicit materials in the classroom. Our children should never be exposed
to such materials, especially not in school or public libraries!

Sheri Riddle
Self
Lubbock, TX

| strongly support HB90O because it prohibits sexually explicit and harmful material from being placed in our public schools.
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Pam Shelden
My family
Pampa, TX

Please vote for this bill requiring mandatory library standardsin our schools.

Tamra Snell
Sdlf - School Librarian
Pflugerville, TX

Dear Representatives,

| am Tamra Snell, a Texas school librarian, parent, and member of the Texas Library Association. HB 900 seeks to address some
of the key issues being debated around the state: parental rights, collection development policies and procedures, and ensuring
that content in school librariesis appropriate.

Please consider that any state-mandated policy requirements must not impede a district’ s ability to craft a collection devel opment
policy that meets the needs of every student within their district. Local control and oversight is determined by locally-€elected
school board officials. We must continue to ensure that locally-elected board members are able to do the work they have been
elected to do by the people who reside in their district.

Books are aready rated by reading level and age-appropriatenessin professional review resources and are purchased from awide
variety of vendors outside of Texas. Therefore, multiple corporations outside of Texas will be required to provide ratings that
determine what our students should and should not read.

School librarians are first and foremost professional educators. Our priority isto ensure that students are successful in their
education. The books in a schoal library present multiple viewpoints and lived experiences, foster critical thinking skills, and
reflect the unique make-up and interests of the student population.

Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning,
support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students and families we serve.

Thank you,
Tamra Snell

Thomas Schlueter, Dr
Prince of Peace House of Prayer and Texas Apostolic Prayer Network
Arlington, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools

Y vonne Pulido
Self
Houston, TX

| GREATLY DISAPPROVE of any type of sexually explicit material be sold, read, or given to any child. If thisbill is passed, we
will have opened the door to feed them to thewolves.  I'm applaud that | am even having to write against thistopic. This should
be agiven, that ABSOLUTLE NO SEXUALLY EXPLICIT MATERIAL should be anywhere on the school grounds. They can't
go to war until they are 18 or drink legally until age 21, but we want to allow sexually explicit in the school for leisure. You all
are degreed officials. Y ou work for the people and you're in office to PROTECT the people. So, I'm asking you to do your job
and PROTECT our children. If we don't protect them, who will. Warmest Regards, Yvonne
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Jennie Birkholz, Mrs
Self
Round Rock, TX

| oppose HB 900 and urge that this bill does not go out of committee. Asaparent, | see this as an overreach of government
powers and do not want the government involved in the decisions | make for my children. Additionally I trust the trained school
librarians to curate appropriate books for the public schools that my school attends. There are appropriate measures already in
place to allow for my choice of books my kid selects. Do not alow HB 900 out of committee.

Kellie Hedger
Self
Weatherford, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

Mary Smith, Ms
Concerned Women for America
Arlington, TX

Libraries and students need books that enrich and not pornography.

Lazaro Camarillo
salf
Austin, TX

This hill is unnecessary and would put undue burden on librarians school districts. Parents already have the right to prohibit their
own children from selecting certain kinds of books making this bill unnecessary. Adding large scale burdens to access would be
damaging for literacy in schools.

Michelle Vaughn
Self / Public School Library/Media Specialist
Montgomery, TX

* School librarians are first and foremost professional educators that work hard to ensure that students are successful in their
education.

* Parents are essential to students' success, and librarians encourage their engagement.

* There is no one-size-fits-all library collection. The books in a school library present multiple viewpoints and lived experiences,
foster critical thinking skills, and reflect the unique make-up and interests of the student population.

* All school librarians follow their district's collection devel opment policies which are approved by the locally elected school
board. They apply their professional training and expertise, and use their knowledge of community needs in selecting materials
that will develop strong readers.

* Any state-mandated policy requirements must not impede a district's ability to craft a collection development policy that meets
the needs of every student.

* Books are already rated by reading level and age-appropriateness and are purchased from awide variety of vendors.

* Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning,
support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Amy Rattleff
SELF
PLANO, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. Although each school
district has a policy regarding instructional materials, it's an arduous exercise to remove sexually explicit books from our minor
children's school libraries. | was just forced to submit a FOIA in my local district to find out if alist of books had received a
reconsideration request as all neighboring districts have already removed these titles. Asa parent, | have been working on getting
these sexually explicit titles removed since October 2021 and only a handful of these books are gone. My home district had a
book portraying demons gang raping women in a graphic novel called Goblin Slayer. The book had an MA (mature audience
18+) warning label on the cover and yet any student was able to check out the book in the library. Since the percentage of
students over 18 years old is tiny, why would a public school allow these types of books? HB 900 would prevent these types of
books from getting and staying in our public schools. My district is not being proactive but yet relying on parents going through
the lengthy process of submitting the reconsideration form and waiting for the committee to agree they are explicit. These
districts who continue to allow these filthy explicit books need to be held accountable with some consequences for permitting
minors to have access to sexually explicit books. | respectfully request you support HB 900.

john miknavich
garland t party
garland, TX

| am writing to support the passing of this common sense legislation to protect our children.

Susan Bautista
Self
Arlington, TX

“| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools’

Tracy Massey
Constituent
Grand Prairie, TX

Please support HB 900 for the benefit of our children.

Stacy Hays
self, consultant
Austin, TX

Regulating the books available in public schools is necessary. Thisis not book banning, because parents are still able to acquire
these books for their children at public libraries or book stores. We would not think it is appropriate to have racist booksin
school public libraries, | do not understand how thisis any different. Movies have age requirements, so that children cannot see
content that is too sexually explicit for them, | do not understand why book content would be any different. Would it be
appropriate for ateacher to take a student to afilm that is Rated R? No. Itisessentia that we limit the access to these books
from children in schools, especialy outside of their parents' control.

Page 45 of 364



Mary Chamberlain
self, sales
Houston, TX

Members of the House Education Committee, Parents and families need your support in regards to material in our school
libraries. Schools have aresponsibility to keep children safe from harmful material, yet time and again, parents find
inappropriate, violent, sexually explicit material in our school libraries. Currently the burden to find and remove this material is
on parents, most of whom only find this material after it's brought to their attention or their child brings home such a book.
Sexually explicit, violent books have no place in a school. School libraries are not public libraries, they can be limited to any
scope a school may choose.

It has been proven over and over again that there are groups who wish to have these books in our libraries, and they associate
limiting books in school libraries to book banning. However, books can be purchased from bookstores, or they can be checked
out at public libraries at any time. Protecting young children from this harmful material in schools is not banning books.

Here in my school district, Spring Branch 1SD, our Board of Trustees has written a good policy to challenge a book under a
reconsideration policy. In the short time this policy has been in place, books have been removed altogether, limited to certain age
groups, or moved to restricted sections where parents must opt in for their kids to check out. However, thereis agroup of activists
determined to put a stop to book challenges by creating chaos to the reconsideration process. They have challenged more than
two dozen books that are completely harmless (example The Day the Crayons Quit, PB and J) so asto clog the system. The time
it takes to move just one book through the process takes weeks or even months. So books that have been challenged for violence,
or explicit sexual content are now in line behind these harmless books, and will not be heard for years. This exampleis why
parents need your help. We need you to help protect our children.

My own children are voracious readers. They have always found books to be a place to learn about new places, and to broaden
their horizon. Books can take you to fantastical places and spur a childsimagination. Books can help build a childs confidence,
and allow them a safe harbor during atough time. Our children deserve a strong foundation of reading. Our children also deserve
alibrary free from indoctrination and sexual exploitation, alibrary free of violent and abhorrent material. Please help create a safe
environment for our kids. Please support HB 900.

Georgina Castro
Church
Horizon City, TX

| am totally des agreement in books of sexuality being in schools trying to e doctrinate our children in young age with books that
shouldn’t be in schools

Kathryn-Alizabeth Baker

Self

Overton, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. If city councils don't permit

parents to read these books out loud in public then NO child in Texas (or Americafor that matter) should be reading sexually
provocative books in private at their indoctrination center aka " public school."

Gde Ransom
Self
Garland, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. It isvery important to meto
protect my grandchildren’s innocence.

Miles Keith Riddle
Self Retired
Lubbock, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit material in our public schools. | have three grandchildren
attending L ubbock area schools and want to protect them as much as possible!
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Cindi Wynia
Sdf Program Manager Amarillo Public Health
Amarillo, TX

Publishers already rate books according to age-appropriate reading level and professional librarians use such ratings to ensure
their collections are meeting the needs of their student communities. Every school has a collection development policy approved
by their district and librarians encourage parent engagement. A wide variety of vendors are essential to building a collection of
materials to meet the diverse needs of each school. Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local
ability to build collections that inspire learning, support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students
in their school.

LisaBlacm
parents al.across Texas
Leander, TX

Please help stop the sexualizatuon of our children in schoals. if achild can't even go to arated r movie by themselves why can
they pick up aNC17 boom from their public education library. doesn't make sense. the sexualization of children leads to the
abuse of children.

Julie Roeder, Librarian / Media Specialist
Self - Librarian
Houston, TX

I'm writing to express my concern regarding HB 900. As a school librarian, | can attest to the early and ongoing professional
training we receive in order to ensure our library collections contain only materials that enhance the instructional program and
contribute to the growth of readersin our building. We have clear guidelines set into law at our district level that prohibit the
inclusion of harmful or obscene material. The decisions about what that means for each community (school, district, town) belong
to the readers, teachers, administrators, and parents of those readers. Our partnership with parents allows them to restrict any
materials they don't want their child(ren) reading. There is no one-size-fits-all library collection. The booksin aschool library
present multiple viewpoints and lived experiences, foster critical thinking skills, and reflect the unique make-up and interests of
the student popul ation.

Aswe develop our collections we are required to seek out positive reviews from agreed-upon reputable reviewers. If abook isin
guestion, an appeal process seeks input and provides decision-making status to staff and parents alike.

Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning,
support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students.

Thank you for your time.

Julie Roeder

Gabby Arreola
Representative
El Paso, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools!

Terri Hall, Legidlative Liaison
We the People - Liberty in Action
Kerrville, TX

We absolutely support this vital bill to protect children from inappropriate books in our school libraries. We've been appalled to
learn of the smut being peddled to our kids through schooal libraries. This common sense bill to set-up BASIC standards to protect
kids from obscene and indecent material should have been done the moment a school library opened to students. This should be
the priority of EVERY legislator. Quickly pass HB 900.
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Jerry Rubli

Self

Spring, TX

Asthe grandfather of 4 children attending schoolsin the Klein ISD, i am disappointed that | keep hearing issues about vulgar &

pornographic literature finding its way into the public school system. | am encouraging our legislators to pass HB 900 which will
cause book sellersto correctly label the content of any book into our school library system.

Elizabeth Biar
Self
Houston, TX

| support HB 900. It helps allow parents to raise their children not a school administrator or librarian. Parents know best for their
children. Parents may still provide these books for their children. It only requires permission.
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Cheryl Warren
Children
Orange, TX

| amfor THISBILL - WE MUST PROTECT OUR CHILDREN .

For those that think it isnot here.. | livein asmall Rura County of 80k people. | and afew others have started researching into
what isin our local schools. Frankly it made me cry.

Thisiswhat wasin just 1 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

1)1 AmJazz JessicaHerthel transgender childrens book

2)And Tango Makes Three Justin Richardson, Peter Parnell, Henry Cole  homosexuality, anti-family and anti religion
3)Olives Ocean Kevin Henkes foul language, sexually explicit

A)TheGiver LoisLowry  violence, occult themes, sexually explicit, suicide, murder, euthanasia (10 +)

5)Nasreen’ s Secret School Jeanette Winter violence, father gets drug out of the house by soldiers, military depicted badly,
parents killed

6)Captain Underpants Dav Pilkey misspelling, bad grammar, disdain for teachers, rules, learning. Potty humor, no
consequences for bad behavior - 17 in series

7)My Mom'sHaving A Baby! Dori Hillestad Butler  nudity, sex education, sexually explicit

Thisiswhat was found at alocal HIGH SCHOOL

1)The Absolutely True Diary of aPart Time Indian Sherman Alexiemasturbation, pornography, and boners

2)Speak Laurie Halse Anderson raped girl, drinking, body mutilation(her lips)

3)The Hate U Give Angie Thomas extreme foul language

4)ThisOne Summer  Mariko Tamaki, Jillian Tamaki vulgar language used, the sex, including language such as "blow job",
description of oral sex, promiscuity involving children (she was pregnant 6 times before she was 15), references to children as
"dluts' (young teen?)

5)Two BoysKissing  David Levithan Harry and Craig, former boyfriends and now best friends, must have their lips locked for
over thirty-two hours

6)Eleanor and Park Rainbow Rowell foul language, sexuality

7)Carry On, Wayward Son, Anyway the Wind Blows(Trilogy) Rainbow Rowell excessive use of the F-word,
homosexuality.

8)Looking For Alaska John Green Oral sex, drinking drugs, promiscuity.

9)Outrageously Alice  Phyllis Reynolds Naylor sexual content, sensual experiencesin aswimming pool” and what to do
with whipped cream besides putting it on a dessert. (9-13 years)

10)Thirten Reasons Why Jay Asher drugs, acohol, smoking, sexually explicit (11+)

11)All Boys Aren't BlueGeorge M. Johnson sexually explicit, pornography, homosexual 13 +

12)Nick and Charlie, Heartstopper series 4 books Alice Oseman- graphic description of sex between 2 boys, foul
language.Netflix working on a series

13)Thirteen Reasons Why Jay Asher story about teen commits suicide

14)The Perks of Being a Wallflower Stephen Chbosky drugs/alcohol/smoking, homosexuality, offensive language,
sexually explicit,

15)The Bluest Eye Toni Morrison graphic rape, pedophilia

16)Me and Earl and The Dying Girl Jesse Andrews masterbation, graphic sexual (12-18 years)

17)The Handmaids TaleMargaret Atwood sacri-religious, rape,violence

18)Hero Perry Moore  protagonist masturbating to gay porn

AND 13 more | do not have room to put on thisform..

Melissa Atterberry

self Librarian

Austin, TX

Censorship has along history of being on the wrong side of history. Schooal librarians must have afour year college degree, a
master's degree, and at least two active certifications from the state of Texas. They are trained and qualified to make decisions

about the books that are in Texas school libraries. Families have every right to decide what their children read, however the
choice of what to includein alibrary should be I€eft to trained professionals.
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Liza Sharkey
Self
Keller, TX

| support this bill.

Kathryn Lysko

Self, digital marketing agency owner

Allen, TX

Asamother with ajournalism degree, | am completely against banning books from school. Never in history hasit been wiseto

prohibit literature. Books are how we learn about the world and ourselves. Please vote no to regulation of booksin our public
school libraries.

Savannah Grantham

self, student
Fort Worth, TX

No one who has tried to ban books was on the right side of history. Remember the children are our future and that we must be
able to expose them to al the knowledge, experiences, and imagination of the world.

Bernadette Sanchez, Dr.
Sdf, audiologist
El Paso, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin schools. As a mother of 3 school aged
children, | feel that it is my right to educate my children in this matter according to our beliefs and values.

Phyllis Harding-Nichols
Sdf retired engineer
Mineola, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools
Sheri Stegent

N-A
Houston, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prevents sexually explicit literature in schools.

Jennifer Miller
Self
Weatherford, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. Please support this bill and
protect our children. Thank you.
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Stacy Alexander
Self
Sherman, TX

| am strongly for HB 900 related to the regulation of books within our public school libraries. We need to put greater
responsibility and regulations on the people who place material in front of our next generation. What children see and read not
only affects their well-being in the present, but for many yearsin their future. Obscene or pornographic material viewed by
minorsis known not only to effect the minors, but could have ramifications on communitiesif the minors grow into sex addicts,
which is estimated to be at |east 6-8% of Americans.

Our education system should help parents in specific academic subjects, but ultimately, parents are primarily responsible for the
education of their children. We need to have more transparency between parents and educators for the overall success of our next
generation.

Lisa Hooper
self; Realtor
Waco, TX

As aconcerned and loving Grandmother, | strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materiasin
public schools. Thank you for introducing this Bill!

wayne jankowski
Ellis County GOP
Waxahachie, TX

Why would you ever think it is ok to promote homosexuality on our school libraries? Pornography should not be in our school
librariesEVER! Kids need to learn about basics like Math, History and English. Perversion should never be allowed in our
schools or government!

Matthew Ortega

Self

Bryan, TX

Y es, please filter out graphic books from our schools. Parents and teens that wish to find such materials can do so on their own
time and with their own funds.

Please make it easier for parents to find the literature available to their children. School libraries should post their catalog to the

school websites every six weeks. Parents should receive an email when their student checks out any book from the library.
Thanks for your hard work!

Constance Ulery
self/retired
College Station, TX

| support HB 900 as common sense |egislation to protect our children.

Ruth Potts
Self
Ft Worth, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools
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Jessica Perez
Self
El Paso, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools" is al that's needed. Kids do
not need to be exposed to pornography and sexual content. Thisis damaging to our kids and society.

Merri Michagls
Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids
Houston, TX

Support HB 900 and the work of Christian Bentley's Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids: https://texasscorecard.com/wp-
content/upl oads/2023/03/rpt-priority-2023-stop-sexuali zing-texas-kids.pdf

JUDY Crowder
salf
Gilmer, TX

March 20, 2023

COMMENTS FOR THE HEARING OF HB 900 March 21, 2023:

It is asad commentary on the Texas Public Schools, School Boards and School Liberians that it is necessary for the Texas House
to passahbill to prevent Public Schools from alowing sexually explicit and pervasively vulgar materialsin Texas Public Schools!
Thank you for allowing a hearing on HB 900. | am a Precinct Chairman in Upshur County and believe my precinct is
overwhelmingly in support of HB 900 creating mandatory library standards. It is clear the current RECOMMENDED standards
are insufficient to protect Texas children from sexualization by Public School and classroom sanctioned library materials. There
is no doubt our State was founded on the moral code of the Judeo Christian traditions. Vulgar and sexually explicit materials are a
rebellion or sin against God. The State Preamble clearly states what our standards will be: ”Humbly invoking the blessings of
Almighty God, the people of the State of Texas, do ordain and establish this Constitution. *

Please vote for sending HB 900 forward.

Blessingsin Liberty,

Judy Dodson Crowder

Galen Hilliard
Sdlf/ aretired individual
Rockwall, TX

| very strongly believe that families sending children to public schools, families that pay taxes to support public schools should be
able to have confidence in the quality and moral ethics of what is made available through our libraries. Nothing that can be
considered sexually explicit by anyone should be allowed. Thus, | support HB 900. | speak for my family, my neighborhood, and
my church.

Bonnie Lyons

Montgomery County Republican Party Legislative Committee
Montgomery, TX

We support the concept of legislation that will result in the removal of books from our school libraries with obscene content.
However, | have concerns about the language in the bill that the Commission “shall adopt VOLUNTARY standards for school
library services’ and that schools boards “shall CONSIDER the standards’. The question | am asking myself is whether this bill
was intended to ‘satisfy’ constituents, as opposed to legislation that would have more teeth to deal with the problem. | would like
to see that language changed or clarified to ensure that parents have the tools they need to protect their children from some of the
pornographic content we are seeing in our childrens' library books.
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Brenda Portalatin, Ms
Self
El Paso, TX

Apoyo firmemente la HB900 porque prohibe materiales dafiinos y socialmente explicitos en las escuelas publicas.

Kathie Chan
Self
Denton, TX

| strongly support HB90O0 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Caren Foster, Mrs

"Self" - grandparent

Aledo, TX

We cannot over emphasize the importance and the imperative passage of HB 900 to protect our Texas children from the ready
supply of sexually explicit books and materials and access into school libraries. There must be a standard of decency to hold our
schoolsto and as a grandparent of school age children | am appalled at what is passed off as acceptable to have in school
libraries. | have seen a number of these books myself and horrified at the influence they put upon these young minds we seek to

nurture into good, decent and responsible citizens our our great state. | am so very supportive of all the aspects of this bill and
hope to see it pass overwhelmingly. Sincerely , Caren Foster. | speak for my husband as well, James Foster

Tanya Crump
Texas voter
Lubbock, TX

| support the bill HB 900 it’ s time to protect our children in public schools from sexually explicit harmful materials. It's time to
take back the innocence of our students and stop the perversion from abusing our children. Public school pornography is sexually
abusing.

Nichole Waters
Self
Houston, TX

| agree that no books should have explicit graphic or explicit sexual content.

Tommy Hancock, Teacher
Self
Austin, TX

Please stop this bill. Our library staff members do a good job and are fully accountable with the current proceduresin place.

Tommy Joaquin Hancock
Teacher
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Vaerie Davidson
Self
Weatherford, TX

As afree speech advocate | am against banning books, however pornographic and sexually explicit books do not belong in our
public schools. These type books should only be available under parental supervision and not just openly available to children
who may not be mature enough to process what they are seeing and reading. As we see daily in the news, there are bad faith
actors who push a sexual narrative on children and | believe these books are an advantage to those who want to hurt our children.
While parents should have the final say, | don’t think we should expect the school administrators be in charge of deeming which
parents have given approva and which parents haven’t. Since policing who could check-out these books would be a nightmare,
the only considerable option is to keep them out of the library completely.

Thank you Texas House for considering the safety of our children is more important than a sexually explicit ideology.

Regards

Valerie Davidson

Melinda Lanham
Librarian
Belton, TX

Dear Committee,

I am Melinda Lanham, a Texas school librarian and member of the Texas Library Association. | am contacting you to share my
concerns about HB 900 which will be considered by the House Public Education Committee on Tuesday, March 21.

HB 900 seeks to address some of the key issues being debated around the state: parental rights, collection development policies
and procedures, and ensuring that content in school libraries is appropriate.

School librarians are first and foremost professional educators. Our priority is to ensure that students are successful in their
education.

Parents are essential to students' success, and librarians encourage their engagement. Parents have online access to the library
catalog which is updated as books are added to the collection. Most Texas school districts, including Belton ISD, have a
reconsideration policy that involves a committee of parents, teachers and administrators who review library books when thereisa
concern.

There isno one-size-fits-al library collection. The booksin a school library present multiple viewpoints and lived experiences,
foster critical thinking skills, and reflect the unique make-up and interests of the student population.

All school librarians follow their district’s collection development policies which are approved by the locally elected school
board. They apply their professional training and expertise and use their knowledge of community needs in selecting materials
that will develop strong readers.

Any state-mandated policy requirements must not impede adistrict’s ability to craft a collection development policy that meets
the needs of every student.

Books are aready rated by reading level and age-appropriateness and are purchased from awide variety of vendors. Therefore,
multiple corporations outside of Texas will be required to provide ratings that determine what our students should and should not
read.

Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning,
support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students.

Melinda Lanham, MLS
Belton New tech High School Librarian
melinda.lanham@bisd.net

Donna Bullard
Constituent
Clifton, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.
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Lorri Villarreal

Self, educator/homemaker

LUBBOCK, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. Our children need to be
protected from the mental, emotional, and physical harm caused by the normalization of the sexually explicit materialsin the

classroom of all places. Our children have the right to be children.
Our children MUST be protected!

Bob Murry

SELF

Austin, TX

| am very much against this bill’ s efforts to take away autonomy of local school districts and putting book selection into the hands

of the state. This bill would also put the decision of whether a book is suitable or unsuitable into the hands of the state.
Finally the requirement that every vendor “rate” all books is extreme overreach from the state of Texas.

Rebecca Rodriguez
self - information technology services
Austin, TX

Restricting or removing educational materials relating to human development is detrimental to Texas education. Thisis athreat to
freedom of speech and freedom to attain information in the state of Texas and sets a dangerous precedent for any future
regulations on information.

Vickie Bass

Grassroots America We The People
Brownsboro, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. Parents are the only onesto
steward sexual information to their children

Rhonda Rogers Williams
Self - Human Resources Director
Granbury, TX

| fully support HB900 and ask you for your support of this bill also. Please rid our schools of filthy sexually explicit books.
Please have school book vendors be held accountable to the books they sell to our schools and if found not acceptable be
removed as a vendor.

Respectfully submitted,
Rhonda Rogers Williams

Susan Snyder
Self/ Homemaker
Waco, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Brian Burgess, Rev.
Self Baptist Pastor
Waxahachie, TX

| strongly support HB 900 to prohibit harmful, sexually explicit materialsin our public schools.
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Susan Perez

Citizens for Education Reform and myself (retired teacher)
Lubbock, TX

| strongly SUPPORT HB 900. The education exeption for library and classroom material was never intended to include the
vulgar sex ed and other sexually explicit material that is now in public schools. Some of this materia is donated. Please make
sure your hill addresses donated materials.

This bill must prohibit al harmful, sexually explicit materias that are age inappropriate for any age student in K-12 schools or
public libraries.

Thank you for addressing this problem by creating mandatory library and classroom standards relating to collections of library
books and other educational material in Texas public schools by prohibiting, acquiring, and distributing materials considered
sexually explicit, vulgar, and age inappropriate for k-12 students.

Alan Higginbotham
Self
Reklaw, TX

| urge you to support H 900. We need to protect our children from these sexually charged books. Pornography can be very
addictive to some and exposing kids, especially boys may lead to alifelong struggle fighting the addiction. Serial killer Ted
Bundy credits pornography for as adiving force in his actions.

Bundy documented his early exposure to hard-core pornography, saying that the material had a“ crystallizing effect” on his
violent tendencies and his eventual acting out of the fantasies he had seen depicted for so long. Bundy referred to hard-core
pornography as the fuel for his fantasies.

Please support HB 900 and other legidation to protect our Kids.

Elizabeth Robbins, Mrs
Self retired
Weston Lakes, TX

| Strongly support HB 900 to protect Texas children from harmful and inappropriate sexually explicit materials and teachings.

Pamela Littlepage, Mrs
Self
Shady Shores, TX

I have two grandsons that | am paying to send to Christian school to keep them out of public schools. They are still exposed to
friends who go to public schools. | have been monitoring what is going on in other states with these obscene public library books
and indoctrination by librarians and teachers. | just say avideo of an eleven year old reading a book advised by the librarian
called Nikki and Charlie about 2 young boys (I think they were 10) having sex. The father of the eleven year old boy showed
pictures from a book in the high school library called Gender Queer. The pictures are completely pornographic. The videos are
from 1776 PAC. Y ou can look them up yourself. Public schools are grooming our children. | do not want it to happen in Texas.
Please stop it now.

Sofia Roman
Self
Laredo, TX

| support the implementation of this Bill.
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Laurie Bruns

Self, Librarian

Lubbock, TX

School librarians are professional educators. We are first and foremost teachers - with Texas certifications and extensive
knowledge of the classroom and the students we serve. We teach in a different capacity than a classroom teacher, now. We serve
the entire school, rather than one grade and content level. We serve teachers and administrators as well as students, and we
provide materials that will enhance their instruction. We provide books that foster creativity and critical thinking, but also
provide books that are mirrors and windows for our students: mirrors where they can see themselves - kids with similar

upbringing and life experiences - and windows where they can learn about people that are different from themselves. We provide
books that meet the ever-changing landscape of our students. We meet their needs, and we are professionally trained to do this.

Asalibrarian, | have aMaster in Library Science, and | took no fewer than 12 hours of graduate classes that prepared mein
selecting books for my libraries. Not to mention the on-going education | have received through professional learning.

Asyou think about this bill, please take into account the education, expertise, and experience of the professionals that are
librarians.

Sonia Flores-Roman
salf
Laredo, TX

| support the implementation of this Bill.

Joanne Shofner
Myself
Nacogdoches, TX

| support the prohibition of “sexually explicit materials" in public school and charter school libraries.

jorjamerrick
Retired
Canton, TX

Surely you representatives have the decency to ALL believe the necessity to vote for this bill!
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Dorcas Hand
Students Need Librariesin HISD
HOUSTON, TX

| am aretired Texas school librarian and member of the Texas Library Association. | am contacting you to share my concerns
about HB 900 which will be considered by the House Public Education Committee on Tuesday, March 21.

HB 900 seeks to address some of the key issues being debated around the state: parental rights, collection development policies
and procedures, and ensuring that content in school libraries is appropriate.

Schooal librarians are first and foremost professional educators. Our priority is to ensure that students are successful in their
education.

Parents are essential to students' success, and librarians encourage their engagement. When | worked with students, | always also
worked with their parents to be sure that every student got what they needed while other students also got the best resources for
their differentiated needs. Thisis how strong educational practice works, and | was a certified and experienced teacher with
additional training as aschool librarian.

There isno one-size-fits-al library collection. The books in a school library present multiple viewpoints and lived experiences,
foster critical thinking skills, and reflect the unique make-up and interests of the student population.

All school librarians follow their district’s collection development policies which are approved by the locally elected school
board. They apply their professional training and expertise, and use their knowledge of community needs in selecting materials
that will develop strong readers.

Any state-mandated policy requirements must not impede adistrict’s ability to craft a collection development policy that meets
the needs of every student.

Books are aready rated by reading level and age-appropriateness and are purchased from awide variety of vendors. Therefore,
multiple corporations outside of Texas will be required to provide ratings that determine what our students should and should not
read.

Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning,
support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students.

Monica Brown, Mrs.

self, self employed

Granbury, TX

Please help us get educationally valid books back into student libraries. Please do not allow sexualization of minors through

public education. Please do not alow students to have books on campus at all that would violate any parents or other students.
Please develop a safety zone for students so they can learn from educationally valid resources.

Melva Fincher
Self
Sherman, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Amanda Qualls
self, school librarian
Denton, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Douglas Charles
Prosper Citizen Group
Prosper, TX

Absolutely support this first step to ensure our school libraries are free of inappropriate materials.

Raguel Donahue, Ms.
self
Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their own children read. Neither corporate interests or other parents
have the right to determine what every child reads!

Carol Bertsch
self - lawyer
San Antonio, TX

| am aconcerned citizen. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based
on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books
isappropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Please pay attention to the
serious problems our state faces, like the electric grid, and let librarians do their job.

AnnalLane

Self

Longview, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. Parents, not
the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Douglas Charles
Self
Prosper, TX

Absolutely support this first step to ensure inappropriate materials are not in our school libraries.

Angela Schreiber, Dr
Self
Leander, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Charice Adams

self

Temple, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Fred Shelton, Mr

Self

Killeen, TX

| don't believe it isthe states obligation to alow books that are not age-appropriate and are objectionable in moral character that

is defined by the rights of the parents decision not the state or any other governmental organization, or specia interest group.
Please vote against anything that would threaten our children.

Lori Davis
Sdlf - school librarian
Gladewater, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Susan Barker
Self
Arlington, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, Not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, Not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. The state has no right to take this responsibility
away from school librarians in an attempt to score political points..

Amanda Pepping
-- please select a prefix --
Huntsville, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board.

I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are
responsible for determining what their children read.

Thiswasteful spending that duplicates the work of our professional educators and librarians should be spent on something that
will help Texas instead.

Sara Ranzau, Dr.
Texas Association for Literacy Education
Boerne, TX

Each public school district has worked to create their own processes for purchasing, culling, and including books in their public
libraries. Librarians hold master's degreesin library science and know their populations well. They, and their districts, should be
trusted to purchase appropriate materials for their campus libraries. They should not have to rely on the legislature to tell them
what is appropriate for their populations. If librarians and districts are told what they can and cannot purchase, then they cannot
make sure their students see themselves in the books available to them in the school library.

Caroline Helms

self, Library Director
Gonzales, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Maggie Bootman
Self
Alpine, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by the local school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors or state government, to determineif content in books
is appropriate. Parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Mary N. Newby, Mrs.
Self. - housewife
Belton, TX

| strongly support HB900. Sexually explicit books and material has NO place in any public school through and including 12th
grade. Texas citizensfeel very strongly about this issue because it can set the course for students that would be detrimental .

Babette Fraser Hale
Sdlf writer
Round Top, TX

| am agrandparent of two school age children. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators
that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to
determineif content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. |
oppose this bill and the thinking behind it.

Jill Wilson

self - stay at home wife/mother
Manvel, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that are ultimately subject to review by local
school administrators and our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis
appropriate. Parents are responsible for what their own children read. They should be actively involved in managing their own
children - not all childreninthe district. And the government should certainly not be the ones making this decision. | fedl like
thisisaviolation of the first amendment in terms of free expression. Words are speech, and making laws determining what other
people read is not your place.

Patricia Newton

Texas Voter, Parents Against Porn in Our Schoools
Alvin, TX

| am in Support of HB 900 - which relates to the regulation of "sexually explicit material" sold to, or included in, public school
libraries. | am very animatedly sexually explicit material in our school libraries and in our school class rooms. | am opposed to
sex education that promotes alternate life stylesin any form. Sex education should be kept to teaching how our bodies work, for
health reasons. Reproduction and diease prevention should be taught in classes that segrate males and females into separate
groups, preferably taught by medical personsif not in persons viavideo conference. Thisteaching should NOT push any
agenda, right or left but simply present the facts. The turther education of students should be left to occur in their homes by their
parents.
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Kenneth Evans

self, educator
Denton, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Remember when Conservatism meant local
governance, and trusting families to regulate their own affairs? Let parents discuss books with librarians, teachers, and their
children -- having the State roll in with big corporate vendors to regulate our local libraries is dangerously reactive and not at all
in line with principled Conservatism. HB 900 is not the Texan way.

Brent Cooper, Taxpayer
self and family
Lake Jackson, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local palicies. | trust
school librarians.

Katie Thonen
salf
San Antonio, TX

As an academic librarian and parent | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators to select
books based on local policies, approved by our school boards. | trust those librarians over vendors to determine appropriateness
of content for their specific needs. Parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read and this should
not be regulated as it decreases independent though and undermines the research process where people seek information to
answer guestions.

Julia Gaffney
self, RN
San Antonio, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Jennifer Eckert
Texans for the Right to Read
San Antonio, TX

Thishill is Orwellian in its attempt to insert state government in the choices people make when it comes to reading materials. Itis
politically motivated and designed only to stir anger and sow division. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained
professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-
of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what
their children read.

Barbara Laudenheimer
Self
Austin, TX

| am agrandmother to 8 who all attend public schools. Maplewood Elementary Ridgetop Elementary Brentwood Elementary and
Kealing Middle Schooal. | oppose thisbill as| trust the librarians at each of these schools who are trained and professionalsin
their schools. | do not want the government overreaching and telling schools what books are allowed. It is the parents decision to
choose what their children read, NOT the state legislature! What is happening in Texas istotal censorship and | thought we
supported educators, librarians, and parents. This bill goes against all of them. Barbara L audenheimer
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|da Gonzalez-Garza
self
Orange Grove, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Please stop trying to regulate the books and abide
by the American Library Association's Freedom to read by ALL.

Adriana White
saf - librarian
San Antonio, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate for our
unique school communities. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Parents may
decide that they don't want their own child to read a specific book, but they cannot force every other child in that school to abide
by their decision. Parents have the right to decide for themselves what's right for their child, and the majority of parents are
againgt rating and restricting library books. Y oung people today are more likely to see inappropriate content online, and on social
media, than in library books. Librarians do alot of fantastic work to share amazing books with students, and we should support
their efforts to support literacy in our schools. Certified school librarians already follow a specific selection process when
ordering new books for their collections, and they should be treated like the professionals that they are. Our kids deserve to see
the diversity of the world around them.

Shelley Livaudais
self / former educator
Austin, TX

I'm aformer educator with a son who graduated from an excellent public school in Texas. | currently have several niecesin D/FW
area public schools. I'm writing in opposition to HB 900. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional
educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state
vendors, to determineif content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their
children read.

Marissa Montgomery
self, Upper Elementary Librarian
Dallas, TX

| am aprivate school librarian in Dallas. | strongly support all Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional
educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state
vendors, to determineif content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their
children read.

Kristen Chapman
Self - Parent
Watauga, TX

| emphatically support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local
policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis
appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Book banning and censorship do not have aplace in Texas.
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AnnaLindsey

Self

The Hills, TX

Asaparent and as awriter, | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books
based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in

books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Let parents decide what
their kids read!

Holly Liechty

Self

Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies. | trust

school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are
responsible for determining what their children read.

Claire Zadow

individual

Waller, TX

| strongly support HB90O0 as it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

Rhonda Ward
Self, Real Estate Appraiser
Nacogdoches, TX

| have read excerpts from many of these books. There is no educational basis for any of these books! They are smut, filth,
pornography and must be removed from public schools.

Anne Harding
Self
Dallas, TX

STOP TRYING TO BAN BOOKS!

It is not the role of the State to determine appropriate reading materials. | trust our highly trained school librarians and the parents
of school-age children to guide students to appropriate reading materials.

Blocking kids from knowledge leads only to bigotry and dissent. | know; | grew up in avery rural part of Texas with very sub-par
education. Community members were —and are — close minded simply because they’ ve not been exposed to other perspectives.
This Bill perpetuates that blindness.

Lynn Williams

Sdf/grandparent

Alvin, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Amanda Rahlf
Self
Frisco, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Katie Pierce Farrier
Self
76137, TX

. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local palicies,
approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate.
School librarians know their students better than any vendors. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what
their children read. | have stepchildren and family membersin public school and | trust those librarians to select suitable,
relevant, appropriate books.

Glorirma Parrilla
Self
El Paso, TX

Apoyo firmemente lala HB900 porgue prohibe materiales dafiinos y secularmente explicitos en las escuelas publicas.

Santina Canavan
self, Library Technician
Kingwood, TX

| am the parent of astudent in Texas public schools. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional
educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state
vendors, to determineif content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their
children read.

TaraBowman, Mrs.

myself, aschool librarian and parent of children in public schools
Austin, TX

Book ratings are not necessary for school libraries because librarians are trained to build collections that reflect their student
population and expand their understanding of the world. Many secondary libraries, mine included, add a 'Y A sticker for books that
are explicitly Young Adult, and we talk to students about the differences between middle grade and Y A books so that they can
make choices that are right for them. Book ratings will be too arbitrary and will add alayer to collection development that will
add time and expense to the students the library serves.

Elizabeth Hoff
Sdlf- Librarian
Bulverde, TX

Asaparent of four childrenin Texas public schools and as a Texas public school librarian, | support Texas school librarians who
are highly trained professional educators and that select books based on local policies, approved by school boards. | trust school
librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. Furthermore, parents, not the state, are
responsible for determining what their children read. This proposal is an overreach of government and undermines my role asa
parent to determine what is appropriate for my children, replacing it with an arbitrary rating imposed by vendors who are not
nearly as well versed in collection development, material selection, and understanding of content as Texas librarians.
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Cameron Samuels
self - student
Katy, TX

Book bans target our most vulnerable identities of our social humanity, and they attempt to erase our identities and bar us from
coming to terms with them. Books can offer alifeline for young people to navigate their traumas, to navigate their struggles with
themselves and with the world. And when certain people attempt to remove these stories and bar students from accessing themin
their schools — an educational institution dedicated to supporting their well being — then it could be a matter of life or death.

Criticism isan influential part in examining literature, and with this recent wave of book banning, it has been extremely
politicized. It's no longer examining literature from a humanities' perspective and therefore has simply become away to
fearmonger, to take advantage of voters, and gain political power. Libraries create space to continue critiquing and analyzing
literature — a safe space to form individual opinions. To be critical thinkers and quality contributors to society, students need
access to awide variety of perspectives and ideas that challenge the status quo or there will be no development and progress.

Before graduating high school last year, | organized banned book distributions with my peersin Katy 1SD. We distributed
hundreds of banned books on topics of race and sexuality — narratives of truth, trauma, and reality. These "filthy books" tell
invaluable stories for navigating shared experiences. These "filthy books" challenge white supremacy and heteronormativity, and
as students see themselves reflected in the literature of their schools, these "filthy books" save lives as a resource to the most
vulnerable.

Students are the primary stakeholdersin our education. | repeat: Students are the primary stakeholdersin our education. Adults
should not be making decisions about us when we are not at the table. Not about us without us. Katy 1SD canceled author visits
and led the wave of book banning while policy-makers left students out of decisions that were most directly affecting us.

There are issues besides book banning that our school district should have been focused on. Addressing bullying, mental health,
disability rights, and educational equity are clear issues affecting students, and if only you consulted usfirst in policymaking, we
could be hearing a bill that protects mental health resources on school internet — resources that my district banned merely because
they pertained to "Alternative Sexual Lifestyles (GLBT)."

As students need comfort and care as individuals in a compassionate community, please reject this rhetoric that upholds the unjust
status quo and ultimately harms students. As a student who wholeheartedly wants the best for Texas and our youth, please reject
HB 900.

Hailey Slinclair

self

Fort Worth, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Renee Pearson
Momsfor Liberty
Fredericksburg, TX

In support to STOP sexualization of Texas children

Emily Freeman
self
Austin, TX

| am writing in support of our wonderful public school librarians to continue to lead in their respective positions. The librarians
who arein our schools every day are the best people to make decisions as the content in their schools library based on the
students who attend the school. | don't think that our students and schools will be served well if these decisions are made by a
governing body who are not in the schools every day. Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Katherine Harrington
self, marketing and communications
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Georgia Kimmel
self retired
Houston, TX

Asavolunteer in alocal school library, | have seen how the school librarian work to engage children in appropriate reading
materials. Our Texas school librarians are highly educated, trained professional educators. They select books based on local
policies and approved by our school boards. They should be trusted to choose books based on content for children they are
teaching. Vendors who are not local and are outside of our state should not be choosing or determining appropriate content for
our schools. Our librarians should not be restricted by vendors in book selections. Ultimately parents should guide and
determine what their children read. That places librarians and parents making book choices at the local and personal level.

Irma Deutsch
Self
Laredo, TX

| strongly support this bill

Caren Goldsmith
Grandparent of Texas Public School student
Washington, TX

| trust Texas school librarians to use their knowledge and skills to select appropriate books for their students. Parents should
monitor and guide their own child's selections as they deem appropriate. Government should not be involved.

Richard Heizer
Self
Weatherford, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. Too many Texas Public
Schools, unfortunately, are becoming centers for indoctrination of children, rather than nurturing the child in their basic
education- reading, writing, & arithmetic! Sexually oriented books, materials, or classes are not at al appropriate in our public
education curricula.

Karyn Lewis

self, teacher librarian

Katy, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Jose Banda
Sdlf / retired
Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Laura BAROUSSE

Self, concerned citizen
Shavano Park, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Claudia Ullrich
Self, Public School Parent
Austin, TX

Dear Members of the Committee,

| am writing to urge you to reject HB 900, a bill that seeks to limit access to booksin school libraries. As an advocate for free
speech and education, | believe that this bill is not only unnecessary but also poses a significant threat to the intellectual freedom
of students.

This hill attempts to restrict access to books in school libraries by prohibiting acquisition, limiting access, and defining
"obscenity" in an overly broad manner. It is essential to understand that books play acrucia role in shaping the intellectual and
moral development of students. By limiting access to books, we are depriving students of the opportunity to learn, grow, and
expand their minds.

Moreover, this bill puts the burden of determining what books constitute as "sexually explicit" and "sexually relevant” on the
shoulders of publishers, allowing for the possibility of books being deemed "obscene" without due consideration of their
educational value. Thisis a dangerous precedent that undermines the authority of educators and librariansin selecting materials
that are appropriate for their students.

Additionally, this bill attemptsto override First Amendment protections by compelling schools to adopt the view that " obscenity
is unprotected" by the First Amendment. Thisis agross misinterpretation of the First Amendment, which protects the right of
individuals to access information and ideas, even those that may be considered controversial or offensive.

In conclusion, | urge you to reject HB 900 and protect the intellectual freedom of students. We must uphold the fundamental
principles of free speech and education and ensure that our students have access to a diverse range of materials that enable them
to develop critical thinking skills, empathy, and understanding.

Thank you for your consideration.

Elizabeth Gross

Self, educator.
Houston, TX

Texas schoal librarians are highly trained professional educators. They adhere to local policiesin their book selection, and
approved by our school board. | trust local school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis
appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Texans are known to be fierce
defenders of liberty. Keep this tradition alive by allowing local educators and not the state or other far-removed entities to select
materials for our schools.

Melanie Sumrow

Sdf, Lawyer, Author and Concerned Citizen
Dadlas, TX

Freedom of speech is at the basis of our democracy, and book bans jeopardize that freedom. | support Texas schoal librarians who
are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies approved by our school board. | trust school
librarians, not out-of-state vendors to determine if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for
determining what their children read.
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Anita Savage
Self
Denton, TX

Thisisuncongtitutional!!! Thiswould violate first amendment rights that allow the freedom to read. By placing ratings on books
thiswill lead to censorship. It is the parents decision what a child reads NOT THE GOVERNMENT! Parents make the decisions
for their children, when the govt decides that takes rights from both child and parent!!

Katrina Dobbs
Self
Round Rock, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read

Martina Castelan, QMHP
Self
Llano, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Sarah Martinez
salf
Weatherford, TX

Please support HB900. Public Schools are guardians of the next generation. Thereis plenty of time for young people to grow up
to discover the many sexual possibilitiesin the world. They do not need explicit sexual training as children. Thisis agrooming
technique for predators!

Thank you for protecting our children,
Sarah Martinez

Weldon Wilkinson
Self
Carthage, TX

Please support the bill to STOP sexualizing Texas children.
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Jennifer Harris

Sdf, aparent of a public school student
Austin, TX

Members of the Committee;

| am agraduate of Texas public schools and the parent of a public school student. I'm also alifelong Republican, and | mention
this fact because the party | grew up in and worked in used to value public education, embraced local control, and supported
limited government. House Bill 900 stands in opposition to those values.

Books, literacy, libraries, and learning shouldn't be a partisan issue, nor should we legislate based on fear and misinformation.

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if the content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Today's system ensures trained professionals --
librarians -- choose what's on their shelves. And, today, parents are already empowered to guide and oversee what their children
read or don't read, whether that'sin alibrary at school, a public library, abook store, or the shelves of their own family home. |
ask you to reject HB 900 as a gross overextension of the government that's simply not necessary.

James Bridges
self- retired school psychologist
Fate, TX

As aretired school psychologist, parent and grandparent, | trust school librarians who are highly trained professional educatorsto
make book selections for our public schools' libraries. They are best able to determine the appropriateness of the books for their
students and community. | believe the proposed rating system in this bill does not make sense and that it will help no one.
Ultimately, parents are responsible for what their children read.

Gay Patrick
Self
Richardson, TX

Asaprofessiona librarian and library director who has represented many school librarians in the 2nd largest district in the state
in acareer of over fifty years, | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books
based on local policies, approved by the local school boards. | trust professionally trained school librarians, not out-of-state
vendors who have vested interests in what they vet for the school children of Texas, to determineif content in booksis
appropriate and represents the reading needs and wants of their particular students. And parents and guardians, not the state, are
responsible for determining what their children read. This bill isverging on state control and not local control, not considering
the varied needs of the local communities. Local boards should have their selection policy spelled out in the board policy.

Laurie Speed

Walnut Creek Elementary

Austin, TX

Please do not vote to regul ate books sold to public school libraries. | have carefully selected material that is appropriate for my
students' ages for over 25 years using established guidelines provided by my district. | appeal to your sense of equanimity for all

students to have the choice to freely choose abook to read. The joy of reading should not be limited by strict codes that
extinguish exploration. Reading is life!

Caryn Moore
Self
Waxahachie, TX

| support this bill! The Republican Party of Texas strongly supports HB 900, and it isatop priority of the Legislative Priorities
Subcommittee: Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids to see this legislation become law.
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David Edmonds
The citizens of Texas
Cleburne, TX

I’m against this bill. Texas public schools are independent and have enough wisdom and discernment to know if abook is
appropriate or not for students. It would be more beneficial for the citizens you serveiif bills were being passed for infrastructure
such as our failing electric power grid. This sort of legidation is policing morality, not serving the people. A party which speaks
of freedom, but continuously passes laws to restrict it isrevealing its true nature. Vote no on this. Write hills that help citizens
financialy. Work on infrastructure to make Texas stronger. Write bills that increase the economy and give people enough income
to survive.

Caitlin Solano
Self
Katy, TX

These books are totally unacceptable. Why do you find it necessary to corrupt our youth?

Heather Olson Bedl, Dr.
self - education profesor
Nacogdoches, TX

Y ou cannot take yourselves seriously, as members of the Texas Public Education Committee, if you move forward--in any way--
on HB 900. Thisisaridiculous and unnecessary law and an absurd legidative overreach. We do not need businesses from outside
of our state rating books. We need to get out of the way and alow the trained and experienced public school librarians whose job
it isto decide what books need to bein our public school libraries. If a parent doesn't want their child to read a book, it's THEIR
job as a parent to do that work--not the librarians' work and not their teachers' work. And most certainly not your work to do as
state lawmakers. Parents do NOT have aright to limit other peopl€e's children's access to information / resources / texts.
Furthermore, the state should not legislate how local school districts choose to run their schools.

Judy Alter
Texas Institute of Letters, Sistersin Crime, Women Writing the West
Fort Worth, TX

| am the parent of four who went through Texas public schools in the seventies and eighties and seven grandchildren all of whom
are or have been in the public school system. | am a big supporter of public education, think vouchers are nothing but a gift to
private and charter schools, and a believer that trained librarians should choose books. Having taught English at the college level
and published books for an academic press, | know that books are crucial to education and must be chosen carefully, not
according to personal beliefs or faith or what someone personally thinks might harm children (they are tougher than you think
and need redlistic exposure to the world). Several of my friends hold masters degrees in library science--not that it isjust that--a
science, not for outsiders no matter their expertise in other fields.

Emma Berquist
Sdlf, writer
Bastrop, TX

| am awriter with family membersin Texas public schools. | support Texas school librarians who are trained professional
educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state
vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate.
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Mark Russdll
Self
Houston, TX

| am writing to register my support for HB 900. | strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit
materiasin public schools.

Thank you.

Elyse Rosenberg
self
Austin, TX

Each parent should be able to make the decision for their own children which books they might object to. One specific parent
should not be able to decide for everyone else's child/children. Thisis aterrible bill and will cause students to be close minded.
By the way, banning books only makes kids want to read it even more. They will find away to get it, so it's awaste of time to ban
inlibraries.

Cristina Abbenante
Self/Parent
San Antonio, TX

Asthe parent of achild in Texas public schools, an aunt to four children in Texas public schools, a concerned citizen for al of the
children in Texas public schools, aformer librarian, and aformer teacher, | fully support and trust Texas public school librarians
to select appropriate books based on local, school-board approved policies. School librarians are highly trained educators who
specialize in curating collections that meet the diverse needs of their schools. It makes no sense to have out of state vendors or
state politicians determining whether a book is appropriate for alocal school classroom or library. It makes no sense to add yet
another layer of regulation to address a problem that doesn't exist, when locally approved policies are already in place to ensure
appropriate reading materials and parent oversight. HB 900 is unnecessary and overreaching.

Jena Russdl|
Self
Houston, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

Thank you.

Elizabeth Trauer

Sdf Concerned parent

Bells, TX

We require so much of our librarians to be well educated. Let’s us trust the experts to provide age appropriate reading material.
Perhaps if we stopped focusing on banning books, the money spent to pass this bill could be better served in educating our

children on what healthy sexual relationships/behavior/activities are and should be. Let’ s stop pretending and ignoring. Let’s
educate in hopes of having more responsible children/parents/citizens.

Amanda Wilson
Self
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.
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Kitty Spalding
self--retired public school librarian
El Paso, TX

| am aretired public school librarian who received my Master's degreein Library and Information Science from our beloved
University of Texas at Austin in 1995. | spent many arduous hours doing classwork that involved learning how to evaluate the
content of library books under consideration--their age-appropriateness, their educational value, their encouragement of the
delight of reading, and their relevance to the lives of our young students. Certified school librarians have been trained and vetted
to evaluate books needed for their specific libraries. Texas should not have commercia vendors making these decisions. In my
yearsworking at the elementary and secondary levels, | saw how diverse and how needy our students were, especialy those
students who were living in difficult--sometimes horrific--home situations. Therefore some--not al--of these students needed
information and fictional examples of how to deal with physical, emotional, and sexual abuse. Many students were not informed
of the hormonal changes happening to their devel oping bodies because this hormal growing process was discussed neither at
home nor in school. And, yes, there were some --not all--students who were confused and conflicted about their gender identity.
Libraries serve the needs of all their clients. Our school policy was that if a parent objected to a certain book, it was withheld
from their child, but not from all students. That's adenia of service. One parent does not have the right to decide what is best for
all students. We must trust professional librarians. Please do not approve this bill.

Michele Jackson
Self - teacher
Katy, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Susan Markus
self, retired attorney, mother, grandmother
Austin, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Every parent has the right to decide what their
child reads, but they - and you - do not have the right to decde what | will allow my child to read.

Herlinda Glasscock, Dr.
Sdf, Retired College President.
Corinth, TX

Asl| retired college president, | oppose Rep. Patterson’ s proposed legislation. School librarians are professional educators who
are well prepared to select books based on local policies put in place by local school boards. | trust the judgement of alibrarian
over any textbook vendor any day! Asagrandparent and an educator, | believe HB 900 is misguided and oversteps the
boundaries of state responsibilities.

Amanda Gardner
Amanda Gardner
New Boston, TX

Although | am not a parent or grandparent, | am a Christian & | am concerned about the horrible, distasteful, sexual books that
arein Texas School Libraries. | amin favor of regulations to books sold or given to school libraries because we need to protect
our children, our future, from harmful influences & suggestions because these books could confuse & destroy the minds of the
children of this great state.

Page 73 of 364



Kari Worsham
ALTA/TLA/Self
Bonham, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators carrying certification as a school teacher and a
Master's degreein Library Science that they are highly trained to select books based on local policies, approved by school boards.
| trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate for their children and school
population. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Elizabeth Norman
Self
Abilene, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors or other entities, to determine if content in booksis
appropriate. Parents, NOT the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Frisinger Molly
Sdf, parent and student
Austin, TX

School librarians are qualified to deal with book selection on their own. Schools already have ways for parents and guardians to
opt their students out of materials or activities they deem abjectionable. This bill removes control that local schools and parents
aready have for no additional benefits to students or families.

Becky Stich
Self
New Braunfels, TX

| am aretired elementary school teacher and | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that
select books based on local palicies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine
if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Laura Foreman
Self
Mansfield, TX

| am a parent of two kids in public school. Both are voracious readers, something they get from me. We talk about what they're
reading every single day at bedtime. In addition to reading the books they check out from the school library, they have other
books they read at home aswell. My older son loves fiction; my younger son ison aWWII kick right now. | trust librarians, who
receive extensive education and training, to purchase appropriate books for their schools. Books contain more than information;
they provide access to lives outside of our own. Librarians know their students and parents know their kids. Who doesn't know
the kids? Publishers. They arein the business of providing content to make money. The decision to purchase books for alibrary
shouldn't be in the hands of publishers; it should be in the hands of librarians.

Christine Otterness
Self / School Librarian
AMARILLO, TX

| am apublic school Librarian that is vehemently against HB 900. As a highly trained professional educator | select books based
on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust myself and other schoal librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine
if content in booksis appropriate. | believeit is ultimately parents, not the state, who are responsible for determining what books
their children read. HB 900 is nothing but corporate and state censorship that would violate every public school students' 1st
amendment rights, aswell as their freedom to read. Please vote "NO" on HB 900. Thank you!
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Kim Goyette
Self
Austin, TX

Please vote no to HB 900. Our librarians are qualified to choose which books are appropriate for our children and already have
rulesin place to do so. This decision should be local. Thank you!

Penny Wise
Self/Teacher
Gilmer, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if the content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Marla Ferguson
Parent
Cedar Park, TX

| trust schooal librarians to choose books for school libraries. They know the community and are under the guidance set by the
local school board. | trust parents to choose what their children read. Librarians provide books for families not just students.
Parents and librarians work together to educate children. | do not trust third parties to choose books that will be in school
libraries.

Lorena Knosel
Self
Laredo, TX

| DO NOT support banning books in school. Therefore | DO NOT support the implementation of this bill.

Dianna Landes
self, Library Director
Pipe Creek, TX

| disagree with allowing publishersto "rate" books. Texas schools are staffed with highly educated librarians. Let them do the job
they were hired to do and stop trying to let people who do not have the education make the decisions. Parents are ultimately the
people who are to decide what their children are allowed to read. Let the parents control their children and their child's reading
habits. Thisis not the concern of either the government or the school, asit is each persons right as an American to raise their child
in the way they seefit. Part of that right is to decide their child's reading material. Stay out of library book selection and vote no
to this bill. Thank you.

Hanna Guidry

Self - concerned citizen

Pano, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Kambra Allen, Mrs
Sdf, engineer
Austin, TX

The state legislature should not determine specific content of public school libraries. Local districts, campuses, librarians and
parents should determine materials best able to meet needs of their students.

Page 75 of 364



Janice HINDS
Jesus Christ
Temple, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools"

Cathy Berner
Self - booksdller
Houston, TX

| am atrained librarian turned bookseller. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that
select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine
if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Please
allow local selection policies to determine what books are included on public school library shelves. Thanks for your
consideration! - Cathy Berner

ARTHUR CAMERON
Self, Retired
Tyler, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

Jessica Jensen, Reading is aright
Sdf, librarian
Amarillo, TX

Asalibrarian in apublic school district, | have had extensive training and certification in children’s literature, collection
development, and students’ educational needs. This bill attempt to negate every certification and degree | have been forced to
obtain in order to do my job and do it well. Students have aright to read books of their own choosing and only their parents
should be making decisions about what is off limits. Libraries are for everyone. Library books are not curriculum and they do not
have to be read by anyone who chooses not to do. Removing books from alibrary shelf isaviolation of students' first amendment
rights.

Bethany Dietrich
Librarian
Bastrop, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Nancy Schumann

self

Austin, TX

Asaconcerned citizen, | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on

local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis
appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Lesley Lambson
self
Fort Worth, TX

HB 900 is contrary to Texans values. It undermines local control, interferes with the free market, and harms public education. |
have four children in Texas public schools. Their librarians are excellent professional educators that have done a marvel ous job
providing them with age appropriate reading material. This bill isasolution in search of a problem. And the proposed "solution”
will have several negative outcomes. Instead of librarians following collection policies put in place by locally elected school
boards, this bill would put the power to decide what my children have access to in the hands of out of state book vendors. The bill
also hampers the ability of book vendors to do business with Texas schools. This bill adds unnecessary layers of bureaucracy to
school library collection development. Education will suffer as aresullt.

Alexis McCarty
self, Realtor
Richmond, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Connie Stamps, Ms
Self
Waco, TX

“1 strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools"

Carol Ottmers
Self
Fredericksburg, TX

We are fighting to have sexually explicit books removed from our public school libraries here in Fredericksburg, TX. | am angry
that we have to even discuss this. What happened to morals and doing what is right for our children? It seems that those who
want to keep them in our libraries are winning as most of these books REMAIN in our libraries. | do not understand why our
current School Board has not removed them. They formed a Book Review Committee but it seems they vote according to
political lines. This should NOT be political. PLEASE help us. Thisisabout our children. | DO NOT want my tax dollars used
to buy pornography.

Jane Bering, Retired Librarian
Self, Retired Librarian
Abilene, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Delight Hogan
Self
Frisco, TX

Efforts by Rep. Patterson would result in 3rd party book vendors rating individual library materials which is highly inappropriate.
He seeks to ban books which he personally finds offensive to his own belief system and he is not shy about making sure that he
expects others to conform to his beliefs. As a Frisco resident of 20+ years and someone who has educated 3 children in this
district, his attempts at book banning are egregious and misplaced. Those who seek to ban books have never been on the right
side of history. Aslong time residents of Frisco, we are vehemently opposed to HB 900.
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Kori Reininger
Self- Librarian
San Antonio, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Jinny Sutherland
self, Educator
Katy, TX

| support Texas school librarians, who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, which
are approved by our elected school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis
appropriate. The librarians have the students' best interests at heart, while the vendors' purpose is to make money. Lastly, asa
parent of 4 children who all graduated after spending their elementary, jr high and high school yearsin the Katy 1SD public
school system, | say vehemently that parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read and when it is
appropriate for them to do so.

Colleen Wu

self Health analyst

Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. The government should not be deciding
which books | want to allow my children to read. | can look over the available books at my child's school myself and decide if

there are any | don't want them to read. Book banning and book censorship isinappropriate and go against the doctrine of free
speech.

Donna Kwiatkowski
Self
Sugar Land, TX

| strongly support HB90O because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools

Joy Kunkel

Self, retired

Riesel, TX

Honorable Representatives,

| strongly support HB 900 by Honorable Representative Patterson. Please protect our children and grandchildren from sexually
explicit material from al library but especially school libraries.

Sincerely,

Joy Kunkel

patti ballard
self
Tenaha, TX

My family totaly supportsthis bill. Thank you for bringing this bill forward
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MaryG Zell
Self
Round Rock, TX

As aparent and retired public school teacher, | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that
select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine
if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Frank Wright Jr, Mr
Sef / Lamar County Republican Party Precinct Chairman (3I)
Powderly, TX

| have lived in North Lamar ISD for 39+ years; both of my adult children attended NL grades K-12 where my wifeand | were
volunteers and band boosters giving generously of our time, and through my employer's Community Partner's financia gifts.

In Nov 2021 following areview of NL library contents, | spoke at the school board meeting to call attention to the 22 book titles
that had thus far been identified as inappropriate/concerning to be in a public school (additional inappropriate books were later
identified). A list of the concerning books, the author, and a brief summary of the inappropriate content was given to each school
board member. | shared some of the specific inappropriate content in The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison which is sexually explicit,
pro-pedophilia, contains race hatred, bestiality, and the justified rape of an 11 year old child by her father. | asked the board to
assign resources to begin a more thorough review of their school's reading materials so that they could remove any inappropriate
content, and | offered my help in this effort.

| was ignored by the administration, so in Dec 2021 | submitted aformal Reconsideration Request for The Bluest Eye which
specifically referenced the pervasive vulgarity, sexual explicitness, rape, incest, pedophilia, and the book's overall lack of
educational value as reasons for removal. | followed every step of the district's policy from beginning to end which included an
initial informal meeting with the HS Principal, aformal meeting with the HS Principal, alevel 1 appeal meeting with the HS
Principal, alevel 2 appeal meeting with the HS Principal and the Asst Superintendent, and finally alevel 3 appeal meeting with
the school board where the district's attorney was a very partial "presiding officer".

At multiple meetings | read the sexually explicit and incestuous rape and pro-pedophilia content to the administration. In the
earlier meetings, | asked the district to bring their copy of the book to the meeting and | read to them directly from their book. In
later meetings, they refused to bring their book so | read facsimiles of the same passages to them. Copies of the inappropriate
content were also given to the school board members.

The district's reasons for keeping the book included that they only use an excerpt from the book for an AP English class, and that
the book was required in order to obtain dual credit (thiswas later determined to be false by CollegeBoard AP).

There was also asmear campaign against me for raising awareness of thisissue, and several false/inappropriate accusations were
directed to me and my family both privately and on social media, aswell as at the Dec 2021 school board meeting following my
Nov 2021 comments to the board.

My ISD has kept this highly inappropriate, sexually explicit, pro-pedophilia book in the school so it is clear to methat a
legidlative solution (such as HB 900) is therefore required, and is the reason for my testimony

Lori Adamczyk
SELF
The Woodlands, TX

Keep the palitics out of the library! Stop micro-managing libraries and creating more work for already overburdened librarians
and educators. Thislaw is unnecessary and distracts from the REAL issues they should be focused on—raising the basic
alotment; increasing compensation for teachers & staff; improving school safety; and ensuring students and teachers have mental
health supports.

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Michelle Welch
Self
Richardson, TX

Please support this bill. These trashy books have no redeeming value, and our tax dollars shouldn't pay for this garbage. | would
rather have schoolchildren NOT read books than to have them read books filled with garbage. | do not want to put filth into their
minds. | don't care what grade they arein; thereisno place in our schools for thismaterial. Let'sfill their minds with truth,
beauty, and goodness. We've all heard the phrase, "garbage in, garbage out."

Yi Ching Fong
Self
Austin, TX

| am a concerned parent and community member, and urge you to vote against HB 900, and to stop vilifying our librarians and
undervaluing the important and thoughtful work they do. Thank you.

Patricia Boucher
Self
New Braunfels, TX

A book can provide a mirror to see oneself and one's community, be awindow to another world, or at its best, be a doorway to
better understand someone's lived (or fantastical) experience. Every child - whether they are persons of color, LGBT, or someone
who has suffered abuse of any kind - deserves to see themselvesin abook. Reading stories gives children language for what they
have experienced. Without that language, kids have no way to frame their own experiences, making it more difficult to protect
them in their daily lives. Reading stories also increases empathy for people who are different, something that is ever more
important in the diverse state of Texas.

| can't believe that Texas parents want to give up their rights, in what could become a slippery slope towards the book banning
that isahighlight of fascist and authoritarian regimes. While some parents may object to some books in school libraries, |
strongly object to a small minority of parents, overreaching state senators and representatives, or any corporation deciding what
my children read. Additionally, | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators - they have both
an education degree AND aMA or MSin Library Science - and | trust them to select books based on local policies, approved by
our school board. | trust school librarians, not legislators or out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate.
And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

David Newsome
Self
Little River-Academy, TX

| am totally in favor of HB900. We must protect our children by giving them healthy literature during their development.

Cholly Rolater, Mrs.

Self

Plano, TX

| am appalled that this hill is even up for consideration! We are going to end up with the most ignorant population in this country.

Parents have aresponsibility to read and monitor what their children read if necessary, it is not the responsibility of government
authorities, unless you happen to live in acommunist country.

Gretchen Otto

self / parent
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900.
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Jessica Howard

Self

Lakeway, TX

All children need to be taught age appropriate material and the focus needs to be on education. If the subject of sex/ gender is

brought up in any way then parental consent isrequired even if itisabook being read. If thisisnot adhered to, The Texas Public
Education System have officially turned themselves into groomers and are preying on our children.

Holly Boyter
self - medical claims processor
Duncanville, TX

Librarians are trained professionals and should be given the autonomy needed to select books included in our libraries.
Legislators need to keep out of trying to choose what books are appropriate. That isthe responsibility of librarians and parents. |
am a Texas resident and a native Texan and | OPPOSE this bill!

Gary Meo

Self/Retired

Austin, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

John Lane

Self

Huntsville, TX

| am a parent with achild in a Texas public school. | support Texas school librarians, who are highly trained professional
educators that select books based on local policies, who are also approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-

of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. Lastly, it is parents, not the state, who are ultimately responsible
for determining what their children read.

Sandra Bohac

Family

Victoria, TX

Please pass HB90O to protect our children. | livein Victoria TX and we are having a hard time getting inappropriate books out of

reach of our young children. Some of these books are just short of pornographic. Young minds are so easily influenced and if we
don't guard their minds it can be detrimental to their future.

Brenda Brooks
Family
Inez, TX

HB 900 please support this bill to protect our children

Susan Bauer, Family
Self
Victoria, TX

Our children should not be subjected to information not appropriate for their age. Please support this bill to protect our young
children.
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Crissy Eliashar
Parent and teacher in Texas
Jonestown, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Lynne Gellman
self
Austin, TX

| am a concerned citizen. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based
on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books
is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Thank you.

Mary Studor
self
Fredericksburg, TX

Students are NOT being protected in the government schools in Fredericksburg. Sexually explicit literature as well as those
which desensitize self-harm and suicide. At least one book promoting transgenderism isin the elementary school in
Fredericksburg. If it's happening in Fredericksburg, it's aimost certain to bein al schools. Who is profiting from this? Let's
protect Texas children! Thank you!

Marinan Williams
salf
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries. Furthermore, parents have a process for restricting access
to books they believe are inappropriate for their children.

Joni Harris
self - School Librarian
GARLAND, TX

| am a parent of two children that attend public schoolsin Texas. | support Texas schoal librarians who are highly trained
professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-
of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what
their children read.

marty henderson

NCIW

Austin, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Susan Thorne
Self
Austin,, TX

| trust our professional librarians, teachers and school administrators to choose books for our school libraries that are appropriate,
true and worthwhile for students in our public schools.
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Donad Wyman, Mr

Victoria county Republicans
Victoria, TX

| strongly support HB 900 to keep sexually explicit and dangerously perverted literature out of our librariesin our children’s
schools

Ashley Alford
Personal
Hewitt, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | have 3 children in the Texas
Public School in the Midway ISD. | am truly concerned with the materials my children will be exposed. | strongly urge
removing al materials which may be detrimental to all children's emotional and intellectual devel opment.

Paula Larsen
self - attorney
Ddlas, TX

| am beginning to wonder whether | am confused about what country | livein. Maybe it's China or Russia and not the United
States. Thisisadangerousfirst step to censorship. | am strongly opposed to it.

April Scott
Self-Asst Mgr.
Leander, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Penny Kehoe

Self, Retired Registered Nurse
Lorena, TX

As a Grandmother of 2 Texas Boysin the public school system, | strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually
explicit materialsin public schools.

Thank you

Kathryn Hoffman, Ms.
Self Retired Librarian Parent and Grandparent
Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

SandraRuiz, Ms.
Self
Victoria, TX

| strongly support HB90O. | firmly believe that harmful, sexually explicit material should be prohibited in our public schools.
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Justin Sansbury
self - Developer
Manchaca, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Mary Ann Bartee
Self
Bellaire, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prevents sexually explicit literature in schools.

JB Sipherd
Self
El Paso, TX

Selection of materials for school librariesis best |eft to the local schools and the professional librarians who serve them. | was a
school librarian and took specia care to select items appropriate for my students. We must depend on the skill and integrity of
local professionals to purchase materials that meet the needs and interests of the readers. Different communities have varied
values and needs. Expecting book publishers and vendorsto rate material isillogical. Let us buy the most appropriate products
for our own communities. We will continue to do a great job!

Richard Hoffman
RETIRED
Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Priscilla Delgado Hermiller, Dr.
self, librarian
Bastrop, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by their school board. | trust schoal librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. Parents
are responsible for determining what their children read. The state should NOT be alowed to determine what books students are
able to access.

CynthiaMcCaleb
self retired teacher
Hwy 1431, Kingdand, TX

To our Honorable Representatives in the Texas congress.
After having closely observed a number of "pornographic” materials which were intended for children in our public libraries (and
schools), we are deeply concerned and offended. It is far worse than the former adult Playboy magazines we have seen in the

past. Nor isit appropriate informational material for the "facts of life" . Please reserve thistype of "education” for parents only.
Thank you
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Dr. Millie Alford

McL ennan County Republican Women

Mc Gregor, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | am aretired Teacher, and
believe we are responsible for nurturing all our children with wholesome reading and research materials. We have 7

Grandchildren, 4 of whom are in the Texas School System, and we are truly dedicated to ridding our public schools of harmful
materials and encouraging strong moral and beneficial books.

Rochelle Mortazavi

Self

Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And

parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
Rochelle Mortazavi

SHAHREEN ABEDIN
self, communications professional
AUSTIN, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you

Jo Kallison

Self

Austin, TX

| am aconcerned citizen and | strongly oppose HB 900. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional
educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state

vendors, to determineif content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their
children read.

Rick Alford
Ashley's Crew-MS WALK - WACO 2018
Mc Gregor, TX

| strongly support HB90O0 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Nicole Villegas, Dr
Self
Laredo, TX

There should be no regulation.

Analiza Perez-Gomez
Self. Librarian
Laredo, TX

| trust schooal librarians not vendors to determine the appropriateness of books and to select titles that best fit the needs of their
students and teachers.
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Carolyn Rachaner
Self
Lantana, TX

| am writing to support HB 900 and to rid our school libraries of sexually explicit books. Our public schools should be focused on
education, and they should not be providing minors with erotic books and traumatic descriptions of sexual activities. This should
be unacceptable in the state of Texas! Parents desperately need this bill to pass to protect our children.

Jennifer Bludau

self- concerned citizen
Hallettsville, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies approved
by their school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Mary Kathryn Chandler
self; grandparent; retired teacher
Woodway, TX

The State has insured, through its own required qualifications for licensed educators, that the public schools have highly trained
professionals, librarians and teachers, who select books based on campus, district, and school board policies which are supported
by the communities who elected the school board members. They determine the relevancy. The parents are responsible for
selecting what their children read. They aso determine the relevancy. The vendors, who will benefit from this ban, will get to
make the decisions about relevancy for us.

Mary Anne Westherred
Self/Mom
Fort Worth, TX

| am a parent to 2 Texas Public school students. Librarians are trained educators who should be trusted to curate school book
collections. They have the expertise and in my experience love for books and children to make the best decisions for appropriate
books for students. Parents have always had the ability to limit their children’s choices. Please do not limit my and my childrens
choices of what to read with unnecessary legislation.

Alice Meloy
Sdf, retail bookselling
Houston, TX

| believe that school librarians and school.districts -- motbooksellers-- should determine which books to bring into school
libraries and classrooms. As abookseller, | believein making al books available to the public. Booksellers cannot read every
book that is published to determine specific content. That isthe job of the schools and parents. Moreover, sexual content of a
book is very much open to interpretation and booksellers should not be required to analyze books that schools ask usto sell to
them. If approved, this bill would create a severe hardship for booksellers. How would such alaw be enforced? Thisis not the
way to protect children from pornography. Parents should be the ultimate arbiters of what their children can read.

Shannon Ross
Self/CCDF
Corpus Christi, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | have been working with
County Citizens Defending Freedom in Nueces County to get these books out our public schools. We could do thisif this bill
passes. Please protect our children.
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SaraTAYLOR

Sdf - parent and librarian

Hurst, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Suzanne Dani€ls
Self
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Shonda Brown

citizen

Zavala, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Steve Hinds, Mr
Jesus Christ
Temple, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools’

Kely Knight
Self
Winnsboro, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Patricia Sandoval, Hb 900
CADEP' s Christian church
El Paso, TX

| dowant it to be remove from library schoolsimmediately

Samantha Chang
self
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processes in place for parents to opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.
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Terri Driver, Ms.

Self

WACO, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. My own children have their
own children now, and times have certainly changed. Our granddaughters and grandsons already have so many threats of

exposure to age innappropiate material through social mediathat they should not have to worry that their own library would be a
source of such abuse. Please pass this bill, HB 900.

Meghan Bracamonte
Self, Art Director
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processes in place for parents to opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Melinda Olinde
self - retired
Magnalia, TX

Please vote for HB90O to get all porn and sexual books out of public schoals, the libraries and classrooms.  What you fill your
mind with iswhat you become. We need honor and respect back in schools, not filth!

Sue Valego
C D Faulks PTA
Round Rock, TX

Vote NO, our schools already have rules they follow to keep inappropriate books out & parents have optionsin place for making
choices. WE DO NOT NEED THE STATE TO TELL USWHAT BOOKS ARE APPROPRIATE .

Christen George
Self / self
Houston, TX

| strongly oppose this hill. | respect and trust librarians to select books that are appropriate and wish to keep this proposed
oppression and government intervention out of schools.

Amanda Y oung

Self/ Administrative Assistant

Burleson, TX

Asaparent and grandmother | feel that our librarians have the best interest of the children. | do understand that some books are
not for everyone. | mean when | was growing up | didn’t like art, car or history books but | realized then as | do now that thisis

the United States of America. We don’t all have to like everything but we need to respect everyone' s opinion thisiswhat our
founding fathers wanted for all of us. | think that if you don’t like a book you don’'t have to read it.

Shara Kilarski

Self

Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified professionals and more than capable of deciding which books go in our libraries. There are

appropriate processes in place for parents to opt their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say NO to
HB 900. Thank you.
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Joan Edelstein
salf
Austin, TX

| strongly support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies,
approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate.
And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Annette Johnson, LM SW
Self
Tomball, TX

I am not in favor of thisbill asit takes responsible decision making about library materials away from schools and parents. |
support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Thanks you.

Phoebe Salassi
Self
Frisco, TX

| reside in the boundaries of Frisco ISD. The hill that Patterson is proposing is baseless and does not protect children from
information that is not already available for other means. Librarians are disciplined and trained to understand the content that is
appropriate for their audience. | have complete trust in librarians, especialy Frisco and Texan librarians, to provide age
appropriate opportunities for children to learn and gain exposure in safe spaces. Mr. Patterson’s definition of unsafe content has
been any mention of conflict, immigration, race, homosexuality, or transgender mention. Why are we wasting tax payer dollars to
govern public libraries and school libraries when smart phones and the Internet are readily available. All one hasto do islook
around the state of Texas and you will see any of the ideas that are “banned” exist and are part of our community. Thistime and
money waste of bill shows intolerance, ignorance, and an aversion to diversity and inclusion. | am also on a committee of parents
that are charged with reading books that are proposed for being banned. One book | reviewed was Date Me, Bryson Keller. The
book was being reviewed for a homosexual relationship at the middle school age. By middle school, students are aware that
homosexual relationships exist. There was nothing salacious, racy, or inappropriate more than the mention of akiss and alove
interest. Y ou will find much worsein any Y ouTube video or PG13 movies. The reason we have the first amendment is for
freedoms of speech, including access to content. Parents are welcome to act as a censure to their own families. No children
should be restricted based on an individual group’sideals. Diversity in thought, culture, arts, and our own communities is what
makes Texas a better place. Please do not allow thisbill to pass. Our children deserve awider narrative and to experience the
wonder and perspective that books can bring. Librarians are skilled and degreed in thisarea. Our faith and trust isrightfully in
our librarians. Our books should be accessible to all that want to read. Please use public money for true public benefit.

John Calgaro

Cristo Rey Parish

Austin, TX

I whole heartily support this legislation (HB 900). We should not allow any school or public institution to corrupt our children

with obscene material. Plus, parents have the absolute right to know what kind of books are in the libraries and what materials
are shown or given to their children.
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annete bennett
self. retired
Fredericksburg, TX

It isimportant that this bill pass. Asaresident of small town Fredericksburg, we have had tremendous push back from our own
school board regarding thisissue. There are sexually explicit books which are age in appropriate that are in our libraries that we
have been unable to remove. Thisis part of the agenda to make the STATE the parents and remove parental authority and morals.
| urge passage of HB90O

Jennifer Rogers
Self
The Woodlands, TX

Keep politics out of our libraries! This committee should be incredibly ashamed that thisis where timeis being spent, rather than
in finding real, sustainable solutions to funding our public schools and dealing with the incredible strain on recruiting, hiring, and
RETAINING certified educatorsin this state. The lack of prioritization hereistruly appalling. Y ou al have been entrusted, as
elected officials, to support the public education of al Texans - Texas currently ranks 38 out of 50 when it comes to funding for
education. Have the courage to do your jobs and work on real, tough problems rather than hiding behind these ridiculous
charades. Y ou are better than this and voters certainly see through this wasteful use of taxpayer dollarsin an attempt to detract
from lack of action around the actual work that needs to be done. Do not be impotent politicians striving for the spotlight - please
take your jobs seriously and focus on critical issues at hand.

Milena Kontareva
myself
Allen, TX

| support bill HB900. A mother of three school children, | am astonished and heartbroken over the amount of pornographic and
obscene material that is available for children in school libraries. It looks like ALA madeit a priority for some reason to open the
flood gates, instead of providing developmentally appropriate and truly educational materials. Thisis unacceptable and thereis
have to be consequences, just like we do have consequences for adults providing pornographic material to minorsin park, in store
or over social media. As a parent, thisisthe crucial thing that can keep the trust with schools and taxpayers. We have rel ocated to
Texas from New Y ork (lived there for decades), because our school were hijacked by political and sexual propaganda, which
denied children the quality education and started to affect (traumatize) them mentally. There are thousands of other families that
had to make that not an easy move. Only to find out the problem still exists here, but we hope for willingnessto fix it for our kids
and educators. We, parents in one of the North Texan districts, brought along list to our administration, many were taken off
shelvesin disbelief they made it to libraries on first place, but how many we missed, nobody knows and it shouldn't be ajob of a
parent afterall to withdraw obscenity. It should come prior. Pleaselook at electronic libraries that have all sorts of outside links,
luring children towards inappropriate and pornographic content. | ask you to evaluate the mounting evidence and urgency for
such bill. Thank you for your cooperation and attention.

Patricia Teinert

Self /Early Intervention Specialist/Teacher
Victoria, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Heather Roel
Sdlf. Freelancer
Austin, TX

| am against this bill. Please vote no. Please alow librariansto do their job. They are HIGHLY trained and educated in this field.
Also, please allow school districts to have their own process for regulating books.
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Jacqueline Ruggeri, Ms.
Self-Busuness Owner and former educator
Conrog, TX

| strongly support Bill HB 900 which would prohibit obscene, inappropriate, vulgar books in our schools and remove them
permanently.

Heather Swanner, Librarian
Self
FRIENDSWOOQOD, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read

Mary Jo Humphreys
self
Leander, TX

Please. | implore you to let librarians do the job they are trained to do so that they can support all Texas children. | support Texas
schooal librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school
board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state,
are responsible for determining what their children read.

K Shallcross
self, educator
Fort Worth, TX

| support school librarians and teachers—who are highly trained professional educators—to select books for schools, not out-of -
state vendors nor legidators. Politicians have no business deciding who is allowed to read what.

Tom Nobis, Mr.
The Republican Party of Texas and Self
Houston, TX

Chairman Buckley and other members of the Public Education Committee

I am Tom Nobis representing the Republican Party of Texas and myself. | risein Support of HB900 by Rep. Patterson with joint
authors Chair Buckley, Rep. Burrows, and Shaheen relating to the regulation of books sold to or included in public school
libraries.

This hill protects children by prohibiting sexually explicit materials in Texas schools.

It places parental consent into the law asit isthe parents’ rights to direct the upbringing of their children. Thisisstipulated in
Governor Abbott’s Parental Bill of Rights that Parents are the primary decision makers.

Requiring the vendor to place arating system on the book assists parents, educators, and othersinvolved in quickly understanding
the content to understand if it is appropriate for children of various agesto read. It also requires the vendor to provide
information on books previously sold or provided that removes that burden from the librarian and other school personnel. It aso
alows the agency to review the vendor’ s decisions and penalize them if they are not truthful and forthcoming with their answers.
Any action that eliminates items that are harmful to minorsis greatly appreciated.

| thank the author for including in Sec 33.021( c) the approval of the State Board of Education (SBOE) which is an elected body
that is answerable to the voters.

| ask the author to consider modifying Sec 33.021(b) to remove voluntary,

Again, | support the bill and with this bill having 9 co-authors, | urge that you pass this bill out of committee.

Thank you Chairman and members for allowing me to testify to you today.

Sincerely

Tom Nobis

SD7 SREC Committeeman

832-529-7144
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Dora Nava
Self
El Paso, TX

| am supporting HB 900 because of the education of my daughters, | don't want them to be expose and/or evaluate about a book
with explicit sex content.

Mary McCleary

myself

Nacogdoches, TX

| am writing today to urge you to support HB 900 to help us get rid of the pornographic books that have been placed in school

libraries all over Texas. | hope you have taken the time to research the books in question. As a university professor of 30 years, |
can tell you there is not one redeeming quality in them. These are filth, not D.H. Lawrence.

They will have such a harmful effect on our children and young people that the cases of mental illness so prevalent now will
become even worse.

Some of us aslocal leaders had tried to get books removed but there are so many that normal procedures are not working. We
need your help.
Please find the courage to do the right thing for our children and families. Please support HB 900.

Sincerely,

Mary McCleary

Regents Professor Emeritus
Stephen F. Austin State University
Nacogdoches, TX

Colleen Pryke

Self

San Antonio, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Adriana Angel Mahany
Salf
El Paso, TX

Apoyé firmemente la HB900 porque prohibe materiaes dafiinos y sexua mente explicitos en las escuelas publicas.

Crystal Lambert
Self
Lucas, TX

Thank you for introduction this bill. | support limiting vendors that will not remove books that do not meet community
standards.

Thank you

Katherine Hardy
Self
Bedford, TX

Librarians go to graduate school for areason. They don’t need Big Government looking over their shoulders as they do their jobs.
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Daniela Lankford
Self - Librarian
Tomball, TX

| am a Texas School librarian and | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select
books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if
content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Lynn Krasnow
Self
Austin, TX

| am the grandmother of studentsin the Austin public schools. | am the mother of two who were educated in Texas public
schools, and | have always been a big supporter of public schools. | am extremely concerned that this bill will take important
sources of learning out of the schools. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select
books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if
content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Melinda Fagin
self - attorney
Dallas, TX

Please vote No on HB 900! Local librarians should be making decisions about what is available and suited for area readers. Also,
we aready have policiesin place for parents to opt out of material they don't want their children to read. Don't deprive the rest of
ust!!

Claudette Gaither, Ms.
Self & family
Waco, TX

Il thoroughly agree with this bill. Also recommended for the young ,older & religiousto view the life story of the late musical
artist prince. | believe it speaks well asto what unnecessary, early & elicit sexual exposure can reap.

Alex Williams

self - Information Technology Specialist
Bastrop, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Chris Hopper
Texas Family Project
Weatherford, TX

My name is Chris Hopper and I'm the president of Texas Family Project. For far too long the grossest content has been allowed
to seep into our public libraries and this madness must stop... If a concerned parent has the guts, go to booklooks.com and find
"Let'sTalk About It." Thisbook isevil and disgusting, it also happens to be an award willing Random Children's House Book...
Please know that to not act on behalf of the innocent among us would be a hard pill for your constituentsto swallow. Please pass
HB 900 and protect Texas kids.
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Maggie Adams
Sdf, stay-at-home-mom
Nacogdoches, TX

Librarians are trained professionals who should be entrusted to perform the duties of their jobs without micromanaging over-
regulation from radical politicians. Parents should be responsible for reviewing and filtering what their children consume. Not all
parents have the same beliefs and that is a good thing. Letting the most fragile, scared adults limit the options available to
everyone else is diametrically opposed to the foundations of freedom on which this country was designed. Please do not vote for
thisbill. If you do, you are infringing on the rights of all parents to guide their children based on their personal beliefs. | trust
librarians to choose the books that are appropriate for the studentsin their schools.

Alyssa Sable
Self
Canyon Lake, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out of state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. Parents, not
the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Thisis censorship and an overreach of the government.

Toni Fabry

Self--RN--Past Chairman Frisco Tea Party

Tyler, TX

| am total support of HB 900 and so thankful that Representative Paterson is taking a stand against our public schools giving
innocent children access to such repulsive sexually inappropriate books in our schools library's. If acitizen was discovered to be
providing this smut to children in a park setting they could very well be arrested. The same should go for schools, teachers and
librarians who continue to expose children to such filthy trash. The work being undertaken by SREC Christin Bentley isa God
send. | am proud to have her asmy SREC for SD 1.

The following article will outline her efforts to clean our schools libraries up- https://texasscorecard.com/state/texas-mom-sends-
lawmakers-dozens-of-filthy-books-found-in-school-libraries/

| fully support HB 900. Thank Y ou!

Christopher Byrd
Self
Rockwall, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Linda Edwards
Sdf as grandparent and refired conservative
Fort Worth, TX

Books must be regulated to prevent pornographuc and perverted material from being taught or made available to children of all
ages through High Schooal.

Mindi Penrod

self/housewife

Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Tobie Carcano
All school children of Texas
Denton, TX

Begging you to pass HB 900 to prevent sexually explicit material from being allowed into any public or charter school in the
State of Texas. Not passing thisbill, as proposed, would be an extreme violation of any oath taken by any State representative,
the AG of Texas or the Lt. Governor or Governor of Texas. Thank you for doing the right thing.

Katherine Mesches
self/parent
Austin TX, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Jeanne King

self, client support
Katy, TX

| am a straight white female. | was an early reader and read voraciously. Growing up in NYC, | read the New Y ork Post and the
Daily News every weekday. My father recalls me asking, "Daddy, what is R-A-P-E?" | don't recall the conversation. Thistells me
that whatever he told me did not negatively affect me. Asatween | read all the Judy Blume books. As ajunior high student | was
bullied mercilessly; Judy Blume's "Blubber" related to me as avictim of bullying. During aroutine scoliosis exam, | was found to
have a more pronounced curve and had to see specialists. "Deenie,” Judy Blume's title character, had gone through the same thing
and reading that book brought me comfort in case | too had to wear a brace. | didn't. While my mother gave me the "becoming a
woman" talk, | barely listened. "Are You There God? It's me, Margaret” was my guide through puberty and my first menstrual
cycle. In these books | found similar experiences and comfort. Recently | read "Gender Queer" by Maia Kobabe. While |
understand homosexuality, I'm not quite as clear about what it means to be "queer." Reading that book helped me understand how
someone might feel if they do not identify as straight or binary. It did not turn me gay, queer, or nonbinary. What it did do was
educate me and open my eyes. Thisis the magic of books -- being able to learn about others, both those similar to us and those
different from ourselves.

Books are magical things that can take us places -- Alice's Wonderland, the London and Paris of "A Tale of Two Cities," or
Hogwart's School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. We can learn about real people like Abraham Lincoln, Juliette Gordon Low
(founder of the Girl Scouts), or Derek Jeter. Reading Lauren Tarshis "l Survived" books, one can learn about terrifying true
events like the sinking of the Titanic, Hurricane Katrina, the Sept. 11th attacks, and the Japanese tsunami of 2011. Books can
bring history to life.

I cannot imagine how | would have survived junior high without Judy Blume's books. | considered suicide and told my parents
that if | had to go to high school with these same classmates, 1'd rather die. Luckily they took my threat seriously and | attended a
different school where | made life long friends and was not bullied, but rather accepted. How sad and frightening it must be for a
student who doesn't feel like they fit in with their peers. But oh how wonderful if they are able to find themselves represented in a
book, where they can find support, strength, and representation! We need to keep books on the shelves so that every child has the
opportunity to find themselves or to learn about others.

| believein the Golden Rule: "Do unto others as you would have done unto you." In addition, | find thisto be the cornerstone of
John 13:34, "Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another." Treating people with kindness and respect,
thisiswhat | live by.

| thank you for your consideration.
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KAREN EDMUNDSON
self, retired Library Media Specialist
Angleton, TX

Materiasin public schoal libraries should be selected based on the values of the local school district, not at the state level.
Librariansin Texas are by law highly qualified with masters degrees and training in book selection for all levels of school, from
Early Childhood through 12th Grade. Librarians select books for all students who access the library, with the knowledge that if a
book is challenged by a parent or community member, there are procedures in place to review that book. Do not take the power
out of parents hands at the local level.

Jobie Hill
Self
Orange, TX

Agree

Summer Hudson
Self
Midland, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools.

Sally Furgeson
self
Austin, TX

| have read the text of HB 900 and it very much seems atypically Republican we're-all-for-local-control-until-we're-not. The
word "restricting” in Section 1 should be ared flag for any parent, indicating as it does that what followsis a directive that a
commission and the State Board of Education (that is, someone other than you or your school librarian) will be deciding
"standards' for what is, or more importantly, is NOT appropriate reading for your child. School librarians are the best
gatekeepers for our children when it comes to age-appropriate books: they are professionals who know the students in their
schools and can and do act as reading guides. In my experience, they work not just with children but also with parentsto help
select books that will enhance reading skills and help make enthusiastic readers of our kids. HB 900 is just athinly veiled attempt
at book banning.

Susan Griffith Griffith
True Texas Project
Corinth, TX

| would like to see HB 900 pass. | believe it’s very important to protect the young people of Texas from having access to sexually
explicit materia in public school libraries, and public community libraries. Thank you..

Randy Collier
Self
Round rock, TX

Librarians are professionals with training on curation, parents have aright to review what their children bring home but not
remove for all children.
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Laura Smith
Self/Librarian
Webster, TX

| am the aunt of children who attend public schoolsin Texas. | support Texas school librariansin their selection of materials for
school libraries. They are trained professional educators, most often with training as both teachers and librarians. They select
materials based on local policies which are approved by their school boards, who are in turn elected by votersin their school
district. School librarians support ALL parentsin their right to determine what their children read. Due to their training,
professional ethics and experience, | trust these school librarians in their determination whether content in a book is appropriate,
not the state or book vendors.

As somebody who is a graduate of the Texas public school system , | am still aware of the great help that | received in funding
books that matched my reading capabilities and interests and were also appropriate for my age level. | have magjor concerns asto
what how this bill on the surface tries to make this seem like something to protect children, but that will in fact make books that
represent t some children and their families unavailable to them in their school library. School librarians have zero interest in
exposing children to content that is inappropriate for them, and this bill implies that the opposite. Please trust school librarians,
their training, their experience, their adherence to their school district policies and their relationship with parents. Please alow
ALL parents the right to choose what their children can accessin aschool library. We are an extremely diverse state and all
taxpayers deserve the right to access booksin their school libraries that reflect their story.

Caera Thornton

Self

Grapevine, TX

Please leave school library book selection in the hands of Texas school librarians. Librarians are highly trained specialists and

educators who select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. They know better than unknown, non-local
third parties, what books are appropriate for our students.

Margaret Fulgham
self/attorney
Fort Worth, TX

March 10 was the anniversary of the first book burnings by Nazisin Germany. It appears that you are doing the samething. |
would accept the opinions of school librarians over legislators any day. Some of the books that have been banned in the past are
THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN, DIARY OF ANNE FRANK and TOKILL A MOCKINGBIRD. Please stop
this!

Crystal Doucette, Librarian

Self

Leander, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read

Amy Melhorn
Self
Northlake, TX

Please vote to pass HB 900 to help protect children in public schools from sexually explicit material. Keep it out of the schools!
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Lillian Rountree

Sdf, five grandchildren and all childrenin Texas
Waco, TX

| support HB900 and the regulation of books sold to or included in Texas school libraries to protect the innocence of our children,
to prevent their sexualization, grooming for human trafficking and unplanned pregnancies.

Vivienne McClendon
salf
Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Paul Herman
salf, Pediatrician
Austin, TX

Texans are proud, independent thinkers. To develop the ability to think independently, a person must be exposed to a variety of
ideas and opinions on which to base their thoughts. A vital source of those ideas and opinions is books, both fiction and non
fiction, new and old. Our children need direction, especialy the younger children, to interpret and understand what they read.
But that direction should come from family, or other trusted adults, not from a distant school committee or legidative body!

If alibrarian, or teacher, is not to be trusted with our kids minds, they ought not be in that position. But if we trust them to be
with our kids for 6-8 hours aday, 180 days/year, they should be trusted to choose books for the library or classroom, and be
trusted to help kids understand what they are reading. They don';t need abook publisher to put alabel on abook, just to make it
easier for someone else to decide who should read the book. Books need to be read, thoroughly, to be understood.

HB 900 should never pass out of committee.

Thank you.

PamdaWilliams
Self
Cresson, TX

Please support the HB900. Our children do not need to be exposed to pornography in the schools!!!

Jose Salazar
Former Educator
Laredo, TX

| am asking the Texas legislature to support and vote for HB 900 that relates to the regulation of books sold to or included in
public school libraries. | am aretired educator and former public school librarian. | worked hard to make sure that students had
access to the learning resources they needed to improve their reading comprehension, extended their knowledge base, and
supported the state curriculum. However, making pornographic material available to children accomplishes none of the afore
mentioned educational goals. Educational resources must remain relevant and age-appropriate. Text or images of individuals
engaging in sexual activities or depraved acts arein fact harmful to children. | implore that you fight to protect children from this
perversion and sex abuse disguised as "education”.

Avis Bickham, Mrs.
Sdlf
Orange, TX

Please vote yes on this bill . Our young children should not have access to sexually explicit material in public school libraries.
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Claudette Gaither, Ms.
Myself & family
Waco, TX

| thoroughly agree with & to the passage of this bill. Also, recommend to all audiences viewing of the late music artist Prince life
story. | believe it speaks volumes to the subject of the above hill.

mary drexler, Librarian
shelton school
Mckinney, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

| am a parent of four children and eight grandchildren. Books are personal. Books are discovery. No one has the right to decide
what |, my children, my husband, my grandchildren read--this should be left up to the parent or guardian.

Donna Woolverton
salf
New Braunfels, TX

Our local librarians are well-qualified to decide which books go in our school libraries. There are already processesin place for
parents to opt their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Emily White

self (web designer)

San Antonio, TX

| am a parent of studentsin Comal 1SD (Bexar County) and | oppose this bill. | support Texas school librarians to use their
education and judgement when it comes to purchasing and recommending books to our students. | do NOT want out-of-state

vendors to determine if books are appropriate for my students. Parents (not the state) are responsible for determining what our
children read.
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Marj Atkinson
self, researcher
Garland, TX

| am a concerned citizen, academic librarian, former K-12 parent, and employee. School libraries have collection devel opment
policies approved by each board or school district they are governed by. They also have documented challenge policies for the
materiasin their collection. Requiring companies that sell books to schools to rate the books based on sexual content, based on
some arhitrary or subjective rating system, puts an extra burden on the booksellers and the librarians selecting said materials.
Who will determine what rating system is put in place and what are their credentials and experience and can we trust they have
the interest of all studentsin mind or just a select few?

Librarians aready have a process by which they select books, according to their collection development policy, which includes
reviews by expertsin school library journals and other publishing journals, as well as peers who have vetted the content as being
appropriate. Library materials aready have age or grade ranges attributed to each title. Still, even those are not exact, as not all
students have the same experiences, maturity or reading level at a given age. The same would apply to ratings based on sexual
content.

In my experience as a parent and librarian, children are very adept at self-regulating what they are comfortable reading or
consuming. That is how they learn about life in a safe space of abook, preferably with a parent or trusted adult/teacher/librarian
to discuss and guide them. The main question should be, will we put ratings on the content of the phones these students have on
their person 24/7? They have access to all kinds of unvetted and potentially harmful content. Parents are hopefully discussing
with their children the appropriate types of content they can consume on their phones, and should be doing the same elsewhere.
Putting filters on phones is ineffective as students know how to get around them if they are determined. There are no educators
vetting content on a student's phone as they arein library materials.

Libraries and librarians are not the enemies. Mature content has always been in school libraries. Trust the professionalsto do their
job and recommend and select materials for students, which istheir job (given there are school librarians present. The number of
actual degreed librarians has been cut from several Texas public school libraries, which is another discussion and concern
altogether). School shootings provide much more of an imminent danger to student welfare than professionally selected library
materials without arbitrary content ratings.

Thank you for your consideration in this important matter.
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Matthew Wiggins
Self / Retired
Boerne, TX

I"m 100% supportive of prohibiting books sold to or included in public school libraries do not comply with the following
standards.

The standards adopted under Subsection (b) must:
(1) bereviewed and, if appropriate, updated at least
twice each year; and
(2) include a collection development policy that:

(A) prohibits the acquisition of harmful
material, as defined by Section 43.24, Penal Code;

(B) prohibits the possession, acquisition, and
purchasing of books rated sexually explicit material;

(C) permitsthe exclusion from a schooal library
of materialsthat are pervasively vulgar or educationally
unsuitable; and

(D) recognizes that obscene content is not
protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.

Thank you,

Matt Wiggins
17 Granadilla
Boerne, TX 78006

Chris Barton

Sdlf; | write books for children
Austin, TX

| support Texas school librarians, who are highly trained professional educators, to select books based on local policiesthat are
approved by local school boards. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate.
And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. | do not approve of the state government
overriding the autonomy of communitiesin thisway any more than | would approve of the Texas Legidature letting someone else
tell high school football coaches across the state which plays they can and cannot run.

marianne vadney
self
abilene, TX

Have we learned nothing from Fahrenheit 4517 Limited access to books and information will only hurt us as a society. There are
some books they are not age appropriate, but instead of disrespecting our teachers and librarians who have gone through
schooling aswell as have a career of experience we should let them do their jobs. A prime example is the book " Speak™ by
Laurie Halse Anderson, it talks about date rape. Some would like to keep books that contain instances of sexual assault out of the
hands of minors. Then how are the teenagers and children going to realize, like the main character in Speak, that they have a
voice. The things done to them are not right and they can speak up and make a difference. Bad things happen even though we
wish that they didn't, but how can we not give minors the tools to overcome them and stop them from happening again or
hopefully not at al. Seeing terrible situationsin the safe space of abook builds empathy as well as knowledge on how to
recognize the abuse and get help.
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Dede Fox
Dede Fox
The Woodlands, TX

As agrandparent of and parent of Texas public school educated children, and a public school educator (40 years), I'm asking you
to keep the politics out of the library, and stop micromanaging them unnecessarily. This law distracts from some REAL issues,
such asraising the basic allotment; increasing compensation for teachers and staff; improving school safety; and ensuring
students and teachers have mental health supports. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators
that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to
determineif content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Louise Rosen
Self/ NCIW
Austin, TX

It's | have been an educator for over 35 years. My daughter is also an educator. | am very concerned about the number of books
that have been banned from public schools. Education is not indoctrination. Informing children about the history of our country
(both good and bad) teaches children to make sure that history doesn’t repeat itself. For example, banning the book: The Story of
Ruby Bridgesis not appropriate. Telling the story of Ruby Bridgesis awonderful way of teaching young elementary school
children about desegregation in our country and how it was over come.

Having high school read: To Kill aMockingbird does not encourage students use inappropriate language |,

Rachael Welsh
Self
ANGLETON, TX

| trust school librarians to determine what materials are best for their studentsin Texas, not out of state publishers. Librarians are
highly educated and go through rigorous training and know what is best for their schools and students.

Fransara Shoultz
salf
Waco, TX

| want to urge my Texas State Congressmen to strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin
public schools'. | can't believe our culture has reached this depth that we even need a bill to protect our children from this
offensive material that is harmful to their health. | pray that this bill passes for the future of our children, families and ultimately
our country.

Minda Anderson

Sdf - private citizen

Austin, TX

This hill is unnecessary, overreaching, and infringes on our children'sintellectual freedom rights as guaranteed in the First
Amendment and supported in numerous court cases such as Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District v. Pico

(1982). Librarians are qualified to select reading materials and there are already policies and procedures in place to ensure that
materials are school appropriate.
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Nina Herndon
Self
Fort Worth, TX

Rep. Jared Patterson presents this bill as a"protection” for Texas students by "Removing Explicit and Adult Designated
Educational Resources." While | can appreciate the passion and sentiment of Rep. Patterson to protect Texas students, | am
unable to accept that this bill is an effective means of doing so. In fact, | believe this to be a disservice to Texas students,
specifically women and people who belong to LGBTQ+ and BIPOC communities.

The belief that this bill is going to keep sexually explicit material out of the hands of children is laughable—sexually explicit
material exists everywhere around us. Images from social media, a quick google search, a song that comes on the radio,
advertisements in magazines and on billboards—all of this sexually explicit material exists with no context. We consume it—
sometimes without consent—because it is simply part of the world that welivein.

That being said, | am not advocating for romance novels whose main purpose isto serve as aform of literary porn. Rather, | am
saying that books that contain "sexually explicit content” as part of alarger narrative are so much more than the sexually explicit
content itself. The books that are in Texas school libraries that are being challenged by parents are NOT romance novels. They are
books that have relevant context, characters, and a storyline that is so much more than the handful of "sexually explicit"
depictions. They are stories that allow students to learn more about themselves, explore learning about sex safely, or learn about
real-world situations like rape, which unfortunately exist.

Furthermore, making book vendors hold the responsibility of rating these "sexually explicit" books, and doing so "appropriately"
as Rep. Patterson explainsin an interview with TPPF is problematic. By forcing the vendor to go on a"banned list and basically
get the death penalty” (meaning they can't sell books to schoolsin Texas) if they rate the book wrong, this bill could create alevel
of censorship that is actually more harmful to Texas students.

Lastly, asawoman who is part of the LGBTQ+ community, | know for afact that this bill is an opportunity for lawmakersto
remove LGBTQ+ books under the guise that they contain "adult” content. Regardless of what your religious or personal views
are about LGBTQ+ people, sexuality is not adult content. By removing these books, LGBTQ+ students will lose the opportunity
to see themselves presented in the world—both through authors and characters—furthering a (very loud) message that being
LGBTQ+ is unacceptable and wrong, which is far more harmful than any "protection” this bill could bring.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my comment.

Sincerely,
Nina Herndon

Judy Harris
Self
Richmond, TX

Banning books is a violation of free speech. Everyone should have the right to read the work of any author they choose. This
includes children when supervised by their parents, not politicians. This bill Carrie' s the extension of your authority way too far.

Michagl Whipp

Self

Austin, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Caitlin Dodd
Self professor
Grapevine, TX

Please vote no on HB 900. Schooal librarians a educated and qualified to choose books for their libraries.

Ledie Ray
Self, Retired
Orange, TX

Parents should have the right to view books that their children are being exposed to and oppose sexually explicit material. Our
children should not be exposed to this type of literature especialy in public schools. Schools should be a safe place for our
children and exposing children to this type of literature makes school very unsafe.

Mary Kay Henley
self
Ddllas, TX

| am amother, a grandmother and areader. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that
select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine
if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. | find the
suggestion that we put this job in the hands of vendors outrageous and disappointing.

Amanda Hunt
Self: school librarian
New Braunfels, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Tracey Jalufka
Self
Y oakum, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Nicole Kirkwood
Self
Frisco, TX

I do not support using third-party vendors or elected individuals that are not directly part of the Texas education agency or
respective independent school district to rate or choose what books belong in Texas schools.

| believe we qualify, vet, and hire trusted individuals within school administration - specifically our valued librarians who are
capable of review and curation of titles for their respective grade levels.

The process of peer review is not broken. The qualification of school library administratorsis not broken. The micromanagement
and unnecessary involvement of political agenda and misinformation is hurting our students. Our children are privy to more
information than we could imagine, restricting the safe environment of their school library to find representation and discover
outside perspective is not solving a prablem, it is creating one. Bills such as this push young people to find outside sources and
lead to greater misunderstanding. A child with knowledge is afuture leader. Please consider that this bill does not have the child
in mind, it is protecting adults from something that make them uncomfortable as clearly detailed in the kinds of books they have
chosen to remove from shelves.
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Carolouise Ortiz, Ms.
Self/retired
Montgomery, TX

Please oppose this overreaching bill HB 900. Texas school librarians are highly trained professional educators that select books
based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in
books is appropriate. Parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. | am voter and a grandma of
avery intelligent young man who attends a Texas public school, and rightfully concerned about the adverse impact of bills like
this. Vote NO on HB 900.

Anne Russey

Self

Katy, TX

| am amother to two elementary aged students in Katy 1SD, and the product of public education in Texas. | support Texas school
librarians who are trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust
schooal librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. The power to determine what books are

appropriate for each student should rest with parents, guided by professional educators and experts, not the state or private
businesses. Thank you for considering my feedback, and for your service to our state.

Sheri Van Sickle, Mrs.

self

Inez, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Thisis necessary to stand up and protect our community’s
children and young people. Thisindoctrination must stop now !

Curtis Stanley, Mr
Curt Stanley Consulting Group
Boerne, TX, TX

There is absolutely no reason for our minor children to be exposed to the sexually explicit trash that many school libraries are
now utilizing. Thisisdetrimental to our children and needs to be stopped. Please support HB 900!

Jenny Bradford
Self, SAHM
Richardson, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Susan Kelley, Ms
Self
Austin, TX

Retired Attorney and senior citizen here. Never thought 1'd see the day in Texas when "Small Government™ got put on the shelf
by such proposals as this bill, empowering Big Government as the one to pick and choose what our kids will have accessto in
their school libraries, instead of our locally elected school boards and professional educators. Likely, thisis one of those bills
posing as "parental rights', but in fact runs roughshod over the rights of the majority of parents, who have no quarrel with what
has been in libraries for years. If aparent or legislator is offended by abook, they already have the power to supervise their
OWN KIDS reading habits. To the extent that thisis driven by religious beliefs about gays, (which my Christian denomination
doesn't share) it also congtitutes the state playing secular favorites and, once more, attempting to cross the line of church / state
separation, aBULWARK of American exceptionalism. Last, but not least, Rep Patterson's hill is the essence of unconstitutional
prior restraint of speech, since it appears to ban books that are not just acquired but maintained by the library, even if donated (at
no taxpayer expense) by people like me who wish our youth to have awell-rounded education. It is striking that no HARM to
kids has been aleged or proven to have resulted from books that have been in our libraries for years. The appropriate measure
for the committee to take isto give this bill the heave ho, rather than passit out and, yet again, make Texans look like idiots.

Ledie Flynn
self
Pflugerville, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. By approving this legisation, you are taking away
choice from parents and allowing people outside our communities to choose what is appropriate. School librarians are trained in
book selection and should be trusted to do their jobs.

Brent Flack
Blanco ISD
Bulverde, TX

Y ou have got to be kidding me! Censorship of books has always been the fastest ways to fascism. Why must we continue to go
through this. As an educator it is hard to get kidsto pick up books and now the ones they might read we want to keep them from
them. How is this ok? Anything they read in abook is not nearly as bad as what they read and see on tiktok or snapchat. We can
not hide knowledge nor be a society that finds it ok to limit knowledge. Please rethink this.

Allen Wiskera
Self, Librarian
Highland Village, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly-trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. Texas school librarians are versed in the needs of their communities and work tirelessly to provide their
students with high quality resources. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis
appropriate for their communities. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. The
freedom to read is a core tenet of democracy and guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States. Actionsto limit these
freedoms or prohibit the exchange of certain information is un-American.
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Kathryn Gaston

self, writing instructor
The Woodlands, TX

As aconcerned citizen and parent of children in Texas public schoals, | object to the redundant implementation of new library
standards when reasonabl e standards were already adopted in 2018. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained
professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-
of-state vendors, to determine if the content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining
what their children read since policies already exist for parents to request areview of particular books or to have their own
children opt out of reading books they deem objectionable.

Kathy Gonzales

self - retired teacher

Fairview, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools. | am beyond horrified with
the content that is allowed these days in public school libraries for children to get their hands on. | have participated in roadside

protests of these materials and attended school board meetings where this content has been exposed. 1T MUST BE STOPPED.
Please support this hill

darren bailey
Sdlf
Fort Worth, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexual exploitation in public schools.

Carol Doyen, Ms.

Self-retired Public Library employee

Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local paolicies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Gala Partlow
self
Richardson, TX

| support HB90O0 becauseit isin the best interest of our school children, my grandchildren.

Patricia Kapavik
Self
Shiner, TX

| support HB90O0 because | believe it is harmful to our chimdren

Keith Uhles

Sdf Engineer

Midland, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. Movie theaters have an age
restriction for who can purchase aticket for R-rated movies because of the content. The FCC regulates what ison TV during

certain hours because kids may be watching. Minors are not allowed to enter adult video or book stores or strip clubs. Books with
obscene material should not be in public school libraries.
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Pat Sanford
AAUW
San Antonio, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

| am a parent and aretired educator. Thisissue is very important to me and to the future of our state.

Abb Rose
self
Burleson, TX

| am appalled at the level of smut and pornographic material being directed to young students in schools today. | served on our
school board in the 1990’ s and all we had to deal eith was language in student reading selections. It seemed librarians has enough
common sense to know this type of sexual content wasn't acceptable. Im sure whatever rules you implemented will have to be
clearly defined as apparently explicit means differ things to each person. It seems no one leaves anything to the imagination
anymore.

LorieLipko
GOP
Orange, TX

Please pass this HB 900. Y our face would blush as an adult reading these books that are available to even the youngest of
elementary aged child. These books are creating a lawless, uncontrollable society with no morals. | SUPPORT THISBILL AND
YOU SHOULD TOO.

Lisa Sparkman, Ms.
Self
Pflugerville, TX

Librarians are professionals trained in collecting appropriate and useful materials for their libraries. They should have the say
over whether abook is appropriate for their collection. The legislature is not trained, and not appropriately educated in thisfield.
Ultimately, parents worried their children will read things outside the parents' narrow world view are responsible for their
offspring’s choices. Simply bc abook isavailablein alibrary does not mean a parent has to allow their child to read it.
Conversely, simply bc abook isavailablein alibrary that a parent does not approve of does not give that parent aright to keep
others from accessing that book. A publisher does not have to bear the burden of extralabelsthat are not absolutely defined and
arenot clear. These labels are meant to censor and harm a publisher’ s business. Vote against this outrageous overreach.

Linda Arledge
Self and rancher
Gonzales, TX

Thishill isamust to deter harmful sexually explicit and implicit materialsin our Texas public schools at any grade levdl. |
strongly support HB90O!

Ed Palmer

self, retired

Dallas, TX

| as aconcerned citizen, parent and grandparent support our Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators
that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to

determineif content in booksis appropriate. | believe that parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their
children read.
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Mary Ellen Scribner
Self/retired school librarian
Austin, TX

I’m writing to express my thoughts regarding HB 900 (described as pertaining to parental rights, collection development policies
and procedures, and ensuring that content in school libraries is appropriate for the students' age level). | am alife member of both
the American Library Association and the Texas Library Association and the proud possessor of a master’s degreein Library and
Information Science from the University of Texas at Austin. As aretired secondary school librarian with more than thirty-five
years (twenty in Texas) of experiencein classrooms and libraries of public schools, Dept. of Defense Schools, and international
schoals, | have had the responsibility of reviewing and purchasing thousands of appropriate subject content and recreational
reading books for pre-K through 12th grade. | have participated in the writing of selection policy and procedure guides for three
schools which were adopted by the board of trustees or directors as the case may have been. Almost all schools have such guides
as part of their adopted policies. Every librarian | have ever known or worked with followed these guides as well asrelied on
professional selection guides of outstanding and longstanding reputations. One of the best islocated right herein Austin, Kirkus
Reviews. The operation of school librariesis transparent with parents having access to any information they should need or want
simply by asking for it. Therefore, it seems to me that the objectives of HB 900 have aready been met thus making it redundant. |
would appreciate seeing the focus your attention on issues such as resource allocation, adequate staffing (i.e., certified librarians
and counselorsin every school), teacher salaries, per pupil expenditure, teacher-pupil ratio, over-crowded classrooms, and the
major concern of many Texans, the questionably legal transfer of public-school fundsto private and for-profit institutions. Thank
you for your service to our State.

Robert Neill, Mr.
Self / Retired
Waco, TX

To: Honorable Members of Texas House of Representatives

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

It is paramount that this legislation become Law in the Great State of Texas.

It isafact that Texasisrich in many natural resources; but our most valuable resource is the children of Texas.

| absolutely feel that amajor part of your elected job is to protect Texas resources both Now and into the Future.

There is NO better way to show that you understand the necessity of protecting the future leaders of Texas than by protecting
the children of today. Stand tall and support HB90O.
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Lori Wilson

Sdlf/Educator, Community Volunteer
Knickerbocker, TX

Dear Members of the Texas House Public Education Committee,

Asaresident, tax-payer, parent, grandparent, and active registered voter of the Great State of Texas, | am writing to share my
opinions, which | believe to be representative of my peers across this state, on HB 900. | am also asking you to support this hill
and voteit out of committee, sending it to the full House floor for avote.

While the debate will always exist on what is appropriate or inappropriate for minors to be exposed to, surely the vast majority
would agree that it is a parents right, and responsibility, to make that final decision for their own minor children. HB 900 will
establish standards and guidelines to protect and provide for those parental rights.

Thislegidation is not attempting to redefine what is sexual conduct, patently offensive, harmful material, sexually explicit, or
sexually relevant. HB 900 follows guidelines previously established in the Texas Penal Code and Texas Education Code.

Thislegidation is holding the Texas State Library and Archives Commission, and school districts, to established standards. It
provides accountability, as well as accessibility by parents, for what our students have accessto in their schools. Rating material
using these guidelines will provide a uniform measure that is easily followed by stakeholders. Requiring written parental consent
for student access to material carrying the designated ratings is, unfortunately, a safe-guard that is now needed in today's world.

HB 900 is not a bill of banning books, or writing new definitions for controversial, and in some cases criminal, activity. HB 900
isaso not a bill encroaching on aschool district's decisions on how to teach their students, or a vendor's ability to sell goods. HB
900 is ultimately a bill protecting a parent's right to decide what is, or is not, appropriate material for their minor child to have
access to through their school.

| respectfully request your support of HB 900.

Sincerely,
Lori Wilson

Marissa Dancause
Self - teacher
Laredo, TX

Rep.Raymond please support this bill.

AngelaMorton
self, PA-C
Austin, TX

Dear Legidators,

| am writing to voice my strong opposition to HB 900. Our Texas school librarians, not out of state vendors, are qualified to
decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parents to opt their children out of checking
out books they deem offensive. As aparent, | would like to retain control of what | deem is appropriate reading material for my
children. | do not believe the state has the right to make this decision for me. Removing local control is un-Texan. Please say no
to HB 900. Thank you.
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Hilary Toma
Self
The Woodlands, TX

Dear Committee Members,

Asyou consider HB 900, please know that as a parent with a child in a public school in Texas, | support Texas school librarians
who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust
school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are
responsible for determining what their children read.

Time by the Committee would be better spent raising the basic allotment for our schools; increasing compensation for teachers
and staff; improving school safety; and ensuring students and teachers have appropriate mental health support structuresin place.

Kind regards,
Hilary Toma

Mallory Friedrich
Self
Huntsville, TX

| am Texas-born and -raised, and now have two kidsin the Texas public school system. | fully support Texas schoal librarians
who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved by our school board. | fully trust
school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. | also understand that parents, not the
state, nor any other party, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Bernadette Fikac
My family, I’'m amom.
Shiner, TX

| strongly support HB 900! We must protect our children from all that is not good , and noble, and true, and decent, and
honorable.

Amanda K elsoe
self- nfa
Euless, TX

| support this Bill. Please pass this, it is desperately needed. This Bill will help take some of the burden off of district staff and put
it onto the book vendors. Some of the books that have been allowed into schools are appalling. Legidation is needed to protect
the hearts and minds of our most precious gift, our children. We need to get rid of the obscenity loopholes that have allowed
pervasively vulgar and obscene materialsinto our libraries and classrooms.

Donna McAleer

Montgomery County Precinct 61, Chair
The Woodlands, TX

| amintotal support of HB90O0. This bill is endorsed by the Republican Party of Texas, removing the porn books from school
libraries and classrooms. These books not only contain obscene material that would be rated NC17 if made into a movie, they
also help to groom children for pedophiles. Thank you.
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Lindsay Nalley
Sdf - public high school librarian
Spring, TX

| am a public high schoal librarian with 13 years of experience as alibrarian and 18 years of experience in public education. HB
900 is an unnecessary hill. The Texas State Library and Archives Commission has already created library standards that guide
school library programsin Texas. Additionally, school districts have more specific board policies that direct library collection
development (library book purchases) in their libraries. Texas public school librarians must have a master's degree and at |east
two years of classroom teaching experience before becoming alibrarian. In addition to the classes on library collection
development (book purchases) we took as part of our master's degree, we spend countless hours each year getting to know the
reading needs and interests of our students and teachers, researching current trendsin literature, reading professional reviews
about potential books to purchase, and even reading potential booksin our free time so that we can purchase the very best books
for our libraries. We do not need to be micro-managed at the state level. Trust usto use our professional judgement and
experience to build high quality library collections that meet the diverse needs of all of our students.

Furthermore, parents aready have the ability to make the final determination of what is suitable for their children. Parents can
review any books their own child checks out from the library, and they can set expectations for their own child regarding they
types of books s/he checks out. There is no need to require written consent from parents about certain books - this would be an
impossible task to manage at the high school level where most of us have over 3,000 students we serve with no help from anyone
other than ourselves.

This bill would create more work for aready overburdened librarians and educators. It is unnecessary and distracts from the
REAL issues that you should be focused on—raising the basic funding alotment per student, increasing compensation for
teachers & staff, improving school safety, and ensuring students and teachers have mental health supports.

Edgar Figueroa
Parent
El Paso, TX

These books are inappropriate for kids

Sierra Betancourt
Self-lolalSD Trustee
lola, TX

| support HB90O by Patterson.

Katherine Hagood
Self
Fort Worth, TX

My 13 year old granddaughter isin Fort Worth Public Schools. | have two more that will eventually be in the public schools. |
also have other family members who have their children in the public schools. AND, know of many who've taken them out
because of objective content in books or being taught by teachers. Our public schools are in trouble. I've read and seen some
very disturbing material that has been placed in school libraries. There should NEVER be pornography in our public schools. |
urge you to please support this bill and make sure any material of this nature is removed and no moreisadded. Please apply stiff
penalties for any book distributor who sends this material and make sure anything in the school librariesis moved ASAP. Thank
you!

Ellen Dash

Self

Hurst, TX

I do not believe books should be regulated by the government. School librarians are well trained and can be trusted to keep the

children's best interests in mind when choosing books. Plus, they are the ones at the forefront, able to listen to the needs and
interests of the kids. Please do not restrict access to books!
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Miriam McReynolds
Self retired
BELLVILLE, TX

| am for HB 900. Asagrandmother and great grandmother, | am alarmed our librarian, school officials do not have adequate
restrictions of appropriate materialsin our public and private educational institutions.
Thank you.

Paul Feeser, Mr.
Self
Dallas, TX

| strongly support HB 900.

The essential mission of the LGBT isto sexualize children unto grooming and recruitment.

Their primary tactic is through indoctrination, and exposure to depraved material and media, aggressively furthering the purposes
of pedophiles and enabling them to abuse children in spirit, mind and body. The American Library Association and the teachers
unions are complicit in the atrocity.

Pedophiliais historically the most depraved form of criminality. But even the worst predators did not seek to indoctrinate their
prey in schools and libraries until the advent of the LGBT "movement".

Please help to rescue the children from exposure to sexual content. Please support HB 900.

Paul Gregory, Mr.

Self

Magnolia, TX

Please note that | am in favor of thisbill. | have agrand daughter who will start school next year. | cannot drop her off at school

to individuals who have been aware of the trash in our schools but who have done nothing to correct it. | will stand along side
those who fight for the protection of our children.

ErmaRichter

Citizens for Freedom

Beaumont, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And

parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. Libraries, by their nature, allow for choice, and the
state should not dictate the information made available; thisis clearly a case of the government overstepping its authority.

Jennifer Peters
Self
Shiner, TX

Please pass all legidation to safeguard the innocence of our Texas children

FLOYD HERBERT
JESUS CHRIST
EULESS, TX

| STRONGLY SUPPORT HB 900 BECAUSE IT PROHIBITSHARMFUL SEXUALLY EXPLICIT MATERIALSIN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.
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Stephanie Kinsella

Sdf - School Librarian with 2 Master's degrees

Frisco, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Jaclyn Hall

Self

Kerrville, TX

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. | am a citizen of the city of Kerrville. We have been trying to convince our
librarian to do the right thing and keep obscene/ pervasively vulgar material away from children. Several parents | know have
been requesting the Kerrville ISD libraries to do the same. Are we really a society that is going to allow our children to view
pornography in our taxpayer funded institutions? | pray that we will become sensitive to the importance of keeping children

innocent at least until they’ re adults. Please stand up for the innocence of children and pass HB 900! | support any amendments
that will strengthen this bill.

JERALDINE PORTER
Concerned citizen with long term involvement in the Texas School System
Fischer, TX

The Texas Education System has been charged with approving or rejecting books appropriate for our school system. Let'sleave
this responsibility to the professionals who are the experts on the public education system. A parent has a great deal of influence
on the subjectstheir children are taught--hel p/guide them to making appropriate choices through their family values. | personally
would not want my children's books selected by a person with a mind locked on one specific view that does not give them an
opportunity to view other view points.

Raguel Rivera, Parent
Self
El Paso, TX

Y o apoyo fielmente la medida HB90O0, ya que prohibe material dafiino y de contenido sexual en escuelas publicas.

Sara Phelps
Self - finance director
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place for parentsto opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Kerry Brosnihan
Self
Austin, TX

Members of the Committee,

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processes in place for parents to opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive.

Please say no to HB 900.

Thank you.
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Deborah Zeman, MS Librarian
Self
Frisco, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Angela Wagener
Self
Round Rock, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Kara Baker
Self - Librarian
El Paso, TX

Asalibrarian at a public school, | am offended by thisbill. | am atrained expert in selecting content relevant for the students |
serve. | take great care and pride in the collection we have and know that many different types of students can find mirrors,
windows, and doors in the works we have curated. | shudder to think what this blanket proposal will do to the student whose
mother was just diagnosed with breast cancer who is looking for information or stories of survivors. Under thisbill, these may be
labeled as sexually explicit. Can students read a book like Go With the Flow or is talking about the natural bodily function of
menstruation too sexual? Do we ban The Diary of Anne Frank because she was a coming-of-age girl who had impure thoughts
about the boy she was sequestered with? To Kill aMockingbird deals with the ramifications of rape. Isthistoo sexually explicit
to have students exposed to? | would guess that The Bible would not be in question, despite there being sexual content
throughout the work. This House Bill makesit sound as if parents do not currently have the ability to keep their children from
reading books they deem inappropriate. Thisissimply untrue. Parents have aright to waive their children out of reading books
in both the classroom and the library.

Before | wasalibrarian, | was an International Baccalaureate Language and Literature teacher in which | had an obligation to
expose my students to literature from all over the world. We studied different cultures and ideasto gain aglobal understanding in
aworld where they would experience many different schools of thought and belief. This Bill would take away the autonomy of
instructors to choose what literature is examined in classrooms. Let the experts do their jobs. It iswhat they were trained and
hired for. .

| cannot even begin to address the ridiculous idea that book vendors have aresponsibility to label their books, or they will be
"given the death penalty". Again, asaprofessional librarian with a Library and Information Sciences degree from an accredited
university, | am the one who has the ahility to determine the appropriate nature of works for my school's collection. Making the
vendor or publisher responsible for these choicesis both lazy and unrealistic.

Needless to say, | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local

policies, approved by our school boards. 1 trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is
appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Tina Orebaugh, Proffessor
God's Digital Angels
Montgomery, TX

| strongly support HB 900. Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids

We must get al sexual explicit books out of our school system . Our founding fathers found our country to spread the word of
God to our American citizens. We have become farther and farther away from this. Taking God out of our schools and replacing
him with dirty filthy sexual books isthe work of the Devil. Any person that thinks thisis alright had been abused somehow in
their past and need counseling. The schools should be teaching reading, writing and arithmetic or mathematics .

These pornographic books have no business in our schools, and they are destroying our children and families.

Thank you for bringing this everyone's attention.
Sincerely,

Tina Orebaugh

Retired Professor at Lonestar College

Mary Hill, Dr.
Sdlf/teacher
San Antonio, TX

Dear Elected Representatives,

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. Parents, not
the state, are responsible for determining what their children check out of alibrary to read.

Thank you for your service to the state of Texas.
Sincerely,
Mary Lynne Gasaway Hill, Ph.D., FRSA

Cynthia Korth Waring

Self

Llano, TX

| am a parent and grandparent. | support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books

based on local policies, approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in
books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

AND I VOTE.

CYNTHIA WARING

Cheryl Farner

na

Haltom City, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school boards. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors to determine if content is appropriate. And parents, not the
state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Patricia Epstein
Sdlf
Pflugerville, TX

Please register my opposition to HB 900. The wording of this bill is vague and porous, leaving far too many "caveats' for
discretionary rejection (or approval) of books for our public education libraries. Thisis decision making best |eft to those who
write and teach the curriculum, based on state standards -- not the State L egislature. Parents already have the ability to opt-out of
certain sexual material, e.g., sex education classes, and may continue to do so without further intervention from the state. These
decisions are best |eft up to the educators and the parents, not legisators. Thank you.

Amy Bermudez
Self
Plano, TX

Librarians are certified professionals. They take hours of masters level courses and are expertsin their field. They are the most
gualified people to make decisions about the books in their library. My school has over 1700 6th-8th graders, that’ s kids ranging
from 11 to 15. Not every book isfor every child. But ahighly trained, certified librarian is best qualified to curate a collection.
And parents who don’t want their kids reading certain books should have those conversations with their children - not restrict
book access to other peoplé€’s children.

Marty Harkleroad

parent
Fredericksbug, TX

Please help parents know that when their children go to school they are not being exposed to the filth that isin our library books.
| am fully aware that children have access to almost anything they want to but as atax payer | should not have to pay for it, as
community we should not have to fight this fight, and as a parent | should be able to send my child to school with out this worry.

Kathryn Kizer
Access Education RRISD
Austin, TX

This bill would take away local control from districts. The state shouldn't be the ones to decide what is educationally unsuitable.
Our district library policy is sound and good. Thereis already penal code that prohibits explicit materials. "Vendors' is pretty
broad. It would end up forcing Amazon to rate everything.

Nicole Hill
salf
Austin, TX

AsaTexan, | vehemently oppose House Bill 900 and all attempts to censor school libraries and classroom materials. Our public
schools already have processes in place to vet and review materials for relevance and age-appropriate content. Bills like this
further politicize our schools, at atime when they desperately need support. While some may look at banning "sexually explicit
materials' as ultimately harmless, | am keenly aware of how that umbrellais too often used to censor books and mediathat uplift
and support LGBTQIA+ students and their identities. Despite much hubbub, no one in the Legidature has ever been able to prove
that there is adistinct problem with "sexually explicit" materialsin schools. Instead, what | see is a number of districts struggling
to keep up with politically motivated challenges of thought-provoking and important books. | respect hard-working school
librarians and educators, and | trust their expertise in choosing age-appropriate books and media. | would ask the Legislature to
do the same and reject House Bill 900.

Jim Delong
Self
Fort Worth, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful and sexually explicit reading materials in public schools.
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Gloria Ambler
self, retired educator
El Paso, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

AnnaJenkins
Self/Parent
Liberty Hill, TX

School librarians are so important in our schools. They know their books and their students and can uniquely connect the two. My
14 year old daughter loves to read thanks to the knowledge and encouragement her librarians have provided.

Marie Moffett
Sdlf
Sugar Land, TX

| strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools

Jennifer Zarate
Self / retired
Waxahachie, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materials in public schools. We must protect our
students from material that would be classified as lewd and pornographic outside of an educational setting. Thisis aviolation of
the spirit of the law that permits educational exception.

MarisaWilson

Self, parent of LHISD school district children/ dental hygienist
Liberty Hill, TX

» School librarians are first and foremost professional educators that work hard to ensure that students are successful in their
education.

« librarians encourage students engagement and success through books

» Thereis no one-size-fits-all library collection. The books in a schoal library present multiple viewpoints and lived experiences,
foster critical thinking skills, and reflect the unique make-up and interests of the student population.

* All school librarians follow their district's collection development policies which are approved by the locally elected school
board. They apply their professional training and expertise, and use their knowledge of community needs in selecting materials
that will develop strong readers.

» Any state-mandated policy requirements must not impede a district's ability to craft a collection development policy that meets
the needs of every student.

» Books are aready rated by reading level and age-appropriateness and are purchased from awide variety of vendors.

» Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning,
support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students.

Jonathan Campbell

self accounts manager at a dental office
Ben Wheeler, TX

| strongly support HB 900 because sexually explicit materials are harmful to minors and have no place in public schools.
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Brooke King
Self - School Librarian
Humble, TX

Texas schoal librarians are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local school board policies in the best
interest of their student population. Certified school librarians have a Master’ s degree with several courses dedicated to the
specific task of collection development. School librarians also must have at least two years of classroom teaching experience. |
trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content is appropriate for their students. And parents, not the state,
are responsible for determining what their children read. Parents are essential to students' success, and librarians encourage their
engagement when deciding what is best for their own child. The books in a school library present multiple viewpoints and lived
experiences, foster critical thinking skills, and reflect the unique make-up and interests of the student population. Asyou consider
HB 900, please ensure that school districts don’t lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning, support student
achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students.

Carolyn Dower
self
Austin, TX

Please vote no on HB 900. Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processes
in place for parents to opt their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Bridget Brame

self

Georgetown, TX

Please vote FOR HB 900. My family and friends are extremely alarmed about the books and content found in public school

libraries that are extremely inappropriate and obscene in the public education system. HB 900 is a common sense solution to
increase public school transparency and support parental rights while protecting children. Thank you.

Eric Mata
Texas Organizing Project
Dallas, TX

Dear members of the Texas House Public Education Committee,

| am writing to express my concern about House Bill 900 and its potential impact on public school libraries and the education of
our children. Asaconcerned uncle of Texas public school students, | strongly urge you to vote against this bill.

Public school librarians are highly trained professionals who play acrucial role in the education of our children. They carefully
select books based on local policies approved by our school boards. House Bill 900, however, would take away the authority of
local school districts to determine which books are appropriate for their students.

By requiring the state to create alist of approved books, this bill would limit librarians' ability to select materials relevant to their
students and their community. This one-size-fits-all approach to book selection does not consider different communities' unigue
needs and interests. It could result in aloss of intellectual freedom for students.

Furthermore, House Bill 900 would significantly burden librarians who must review and vet all books, not on the approved list.
Thiswould divert precious time and resources from their primary responsibility of promoting literacy and intellectua growth.

| urge you to listen to the concerns of educators, parents, and community members and vote against House Bill 900. Let's
continue to support our highly trained public school librarians and trust them to select books appropriate for their students and
their community.

Thank you for considering my comment.
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Elizabeth Goldberg, Ms
Self
Edinburg, TX

| oppose HB 900 or any other bill that bans books in schools. As aparent | believe school libraries should contain many diverse
books and voices and decisions about which ones are educationally appropriate should be determine by librarians and literacy
experts.

Mary Drexler, Parent, teacher, librarian
Self
Mckinney, TX

No one has the right to determine what someone reads. It should concern no other person. Reading is a persona endeavor.
What are you so worried about?

Maurine Nichols

Sdf / higher ed

League City, TX

We need less government interference with reading and teaching materials! . Quit trying to legislate problems that don't exist. |
support Texas public school librarians to select age-appropriate reading materials for the library. It is up to parents to decide what

materials their kids can read, not some suitsin the legislature. Vetting arbitrary vendor statements about explicit materials will
just create additional work for every single librarian and school administrator. B

Lindsay Ledlie

Self

Austin, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators. They select books based on local policies,
approved by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. If
this bill isintended to mimic the movie or TV rating system, then we are assuming that books are not assessed and carefully

procured by our highly educated and trusted librarian professionals and the school board is aso not to be trusted. And parents, not
the state, will always be responsible for determining what their children read.

Jennifer Vaughn

Self - Software Delivery Manager

Dallas, TX

Asaparent of two scholars attending schools within the great Dallas 1SD, | am concerned about HB 900 moving forward. Asa
parent, | do not want the state responsible for what my children can or cannot read in school.

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate.

Becky Milligan
Self
Tyler, TX

I | strongly support HB 900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools.

Raobin Johnson

self

Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if the content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for deciding what their children read.
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Navvab Taylor
Self
Austin, TX

Books are how we are able to learn about things we can't directly experience, whether it is through fiction or non-fiction. Our
school librarians are professional educators and know what books their students need to read to help them learn about themselves
and the world around them. Texans don't need censorship of reading material. If you don't like something, you don't have to read
it. It isyour choice. Please do not endorse HB 900. Let our school librarians do the job they are qualified for.

Bruce Burton
salf
Austin, TX

| support, prohibition of sexually explicit materialsin our schools, and also provides transparency and a penalty.

Thank you

Meghen Hiller
Sdf, Cpa
Austin, TX

Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processes in place for parents to opt
their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Kathleen Bryson, Grandmother
Bryson family with elementary aged public school students
Kerrville, TX

| strongly oppose this hill - obscenity, as stated by a past Supreme Court justice, is*you know it when you see it” and what is
obscene to one Texan is art or education to another. The days of my youth when we sought library National Geographic articles
with bare-breasted or nursing native women would now be removed under this absurd bill from library shelves. Nudity is part of
basic biology education. The extraordinary lengths that Texas educators in the 50s and 60s went to deprive us of basic biology
knowledge left us struggling in universities. Understanding the range of human behaviors protects children asinnocence is
merely ignorance and the ignorant are exploited. My grandchildren have adults extensively involved in their education and their
reading matter. To censor my access as their grandmother to material that we grandparents and parents deem appropriate for
children descended from geneticists and physicians as well as printers and postmen is an outrage. Defeat HB 900 says this direct
descendant of Sam Houston.

Michadl Garrett
Self
Garland, TX

| fully agree with this house bill & it's necessary need for Texas Public School kids. Sexually explicit reading & viewing
materials should be in place for children. Social Norms may be trending to an inclusive mindset of a morally absent one. But, that
should not include our children. Their brains aren't close to being devel oped enough to understand the consequences of that topic.
Topic of sex, gender & including any form of identity.

Y olanda Murray
Self - Vendor of Library Books
Plano, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.
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Jenny Day
self/parent
Georgetown, TX

Asyou consider HB 900, please ensure that school districts don't lose the local ability to build collections that inspire learning,
support student achievement, and are tailored to the specific needs of the students. As a parent, | am engaged with what my kids
are reading, and talk about their books and often read the same books with them. School librarians are professional educators that
work hard to ensure that students have success in education. They read and preview book synopsis to make sure of age
appropriateness, connections to standards, content, and curriculum. All school libraries follow their district's collection
development policies which are approved by the locally elected school board. They apply their professional training and
expertise, and use their knowledge of community needs in selecting materials that will develop strong readers. Any state
mandated policy requirements must not impede a district's ability to craft a collection development policy that meets the needs of
every student. Books are already rated by reading level and age-appropriateness and are purchased from awide variety of
vendors. Again, asyou consider HB 900, consider that parents and educators are the expertsin thisarea. | do not allow my
children to read pornography or watch pornography and see no need for this additional oversight when the expertise of the library
professional, educator, and elected school board aready have collection development policiesin place.

JIN Roach
Sdf (self employed)
Slake, TX

| strongly support HB900 as it prohibits sexually explicit materials being provided to our children in our public school libraries.

Barry Moore
Sdf
Waxahachie, TX

| support thisbill. It is sad what is currently available to children in school libraries. | am for strong morals and strong families!

Melanie Ocana, Mrs.

Self, business owner

Leander, TX

School libraries and librarians are monumental for my (kids) middle school students. Not only are they exposed to a multitude of
views and types of literature, but the personal relationship that is built with their school library and is formational. School

librarians, have the ability to act as a conduit between reading interests, social groups, and academic learning. Because they are
trained teaching professionals, librarians at great value to rounding out the full school experience for a student.

Chari Kauffman
Self - Librarian
Pearland, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Theresa S Neman, Mrs.
Self educator
Spring, TX

This hill is awaste of taxpayer money and your time. The state already has library standards and policies.

Tackle the real problems: fully funding special Ed, the mental health crisis in students, teacher shortages, teacher retirement cost
of living adjustment, gun safety.

Books are not killing our kids. Suicide, guns, and drugs are killing our kids.
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S. Dwyer
Self, teacher
San Antonio, TX

As an educator in English | am appalled by the very concept of censoring books in public schoal libraries. It is not up to
legislatures to decide what books should be present in school libraries--that is the job of librarians, who are educated in the field
and aware of what the student population at their schools need. | absolutely reject this bill and all others like it, and you should
too.

A Brown
salf - mother
Houston, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Laura Flack, Principal
Sdlf-public school principal
Bulverde, TX

Thereis no way to regulate this and it directly conflicts with the current literature TEK S regarding reading classics such as
Romeo and Juliet. Leave each parent to sensor their own children not others.

Scott Hommel

Lamar County Republican Party Chairman, Member of the 2022 L egidative Priorities Committeee at the 2022 RPT
Paris, TX

I moved to Texas in 2020. | moved here thinking that Texas was a conservitve state. | wastold | should get involved. Well | did.
Asi get in deeper , | seethat there are issues we must attend to. This HB90O0 Bill is avery important issues. We as adults must
protect our children and the future leaders of Texas and the United States. If we continue to allow such alaww to stay in place we
would be failing them.

| am not about "banning- burning" books. However | am most certainly in favor of having thses books in the Public library in the
"adult" section. In no way do sexually explicate or pro pedofilia , pornogragraphic books belong in our schools.

Texas is behind on thisissue and needs to be leading and not following. It is amazing that we have books that if handed out
outside of a school someone could be arrested for solistaion.

Aswe see parents standing up all over Texas at school board meetings addressing thisissue, you now have the power to stop that
and side with the parents.

Some | SD's are using certain books that are "sugestions" and not required for AP English. One is the "bluest eye" thisbook is
discusting and perverted. If we do nothing here than all you will acomplish is the further"grooming" of students.

Do what isright and pass this Bill. SAVE our Children, stop the madness at school board meetings. Help teachers that do not
want them and just want to teach.

| pushed very hard for thisto be amain priority as a member of the L egidative Committee, pleas don't let me down. Don't et the
kids of Texas down . Stand up for them. Protect them, or we will lose them.

Thank you

Scott Hommel

Lamar County GOP Chairman
440-221-4447
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Jacob Wilson
Self-CPA
Fort Worth, TX

| support HB900 and thank Representative Patterson for authoring it.

Carol Sheffield
Self Retired Social Worker
Austin, TX

Say NO to HB 900. Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place
for parents to opt their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Katie Delamarter

Self-school librarian

Lewisville, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Sarah Y eppez
Self
Spring, TX

| am a Texas schooal librarian who is a highly trained professional educator that selects books based on local policies, approved by
our school board.

Schooal librarians hold Masters degrees and carefully curate the collections for their schools.

I trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are
responsible for determining what their children read.

Sarah Stirman
Self
McKinney, TX

HB 900 should absolutely not pass. As a public school parent, | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if
content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read. It isfine for
any individual to disagree with the values in any book. It is not okay to dictate what the entire state's values and reading
selections should be based on your individual values.
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Grace Garcia

Sdf / Holy Bible Christian
Victoria, TX

“1 strongly support HB900 because it prohibits harmful, sexually explicit materialsin public schools'.
We have an Urgent Call To Action to protect children!

Support PRIORITY LEGISLATION: Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids is scheduled for a hearing on Tuesday, March 21t, with the
House Public Education Committee' s hearing of Rep. Jared Patterson’s HB90O0 (previously filed as HB 1600).

Support: HB 900 creates mandatory library standards related to collection in Texas public schools, including prohibiting schools
from possessing, acquiring, and distributing materials considered sexually explicit and pervasively vulgar. Currently, Texas only
has recommended guidelines related to library collection policies.In addition, HB 900 requires vendors to label sexually explicit
materials and issue arecall of sexually explicit books sold to Texas schools by September 2023. Thereis a stiff penalty to vendors
who do not comply, as they will no longer be able to do business with any Texas school districts!

This should be strongly supported by all parties, parents, guardians, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc... not only the Republican
Party of Texas strongly supports HB900, and the L egid ative Priorities Subcommittee: Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids to seethis
legidlation become law.

Penny Greeno

Self

Rowlett, TX

| am a certified Texas elementary school librarians. We are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local

policies, approved by our school board. | trust my colleagues and other school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if
content in books is appropriate. And parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Judy Richter
Gillespie County Moms for Liberty

Fredericksburg, TX

Please pass HB 900 and stop the sexualization of our school children by regulating books in our school libraries and those sold to
our school libraries, that are sexually and devel opmentally inappropriate for our students.

Latricia Jacobs

Self retired librarian

Nacogdoches, TX

Asaformer school librarian, | am disheartened by the poor quality and pornographic reading material available to our public

school children. Children can check out books and the parents may never see what their children are reading because they are not
required to take the noms home. | hope legislators will put children first in the state of Texas.

Ron Richter

Fredericksburg Tea Party
Fredericksburg, TX

It isimperative that HB 900 get enacted into law to save our children and grandchildren from the perversion that istrying to
invade al of our schools.
Thank you
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Aileen Blachowski

Blachowski Family

Prosper, TX

| support the passage of HB 900 to afull floor vote! Texas public schools need book boundaries. Please include e-books,
classroom libraries and add a strong enforcement mechanism to deter districts from ignoring the law. Fines, aright of private
legal action w/recovery of fees/damages or even arestriction on a superintendent’ s ability to collect any contractual bonusesiif
there are unlawful booksin a district library—any of these could be deterrents to non compliance. Conversely, compliance can be
reinforced w/librarian bonuses.

Pass the Reader Act. Parentsin Prosper have been bombarded by sexualization of kids by adults—and it needs to stop NOW!
Restore dignity to literature and common sense boundaries in Texas taxpayer-funded school libraries.

Trudy Pellerin
SELF - RETIRED
Bridge City, TX

VOTE YESON HB 900. STOP THE TRASH, THAT THEY CALL BOOKS, AT SCHOOLS.

James Ervin
Self, Student
Austin, TX

Our schools and librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there's already processesin place for
parents to opt their children out of checking out books they deem offensive or otherwise unsuitable. Please vote no to HB 900.
Thank you for your time.

Loise Lane Bdlilis

Self, teacher

Mesquite, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local paolicies, approved

by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in booksis appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Rossana Daumas
SMUUF
San Marcos, TX

Say NO to HB 900. Our librarians are qualified to decide which books go in our libraries and there are already processesin place
for parents to opt their children out of checking out books they deem offensive. Please say no to HB 900. Thank you.

Maria Person
salf, Director
Austin, TX

Localities differ, so it isbest if school librarians determine which books to have in the school library and work with local school
boards and parents. Parents can opt out and keep their children from checking out content they find offensive. State control isill
advised, please vote no.
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April Smith, Mrs.
Sdf- parent/ teacher
Burleson, TX

The Readers Act

| am emailing you to thank you for caring about this problem of inappropriate books in the public school libraries. My 3 children
are now in private school, but this was a problem for us even 10 years ago, and when | tried to addressit to the principal, it wasn't
taken serioudly.

I have seen how much worse it has gotten since then, and am appreciative that you are hel ping parents fight this battle.

Thank youl!

April Smith

Cresencia Huff
Sdlf, concerned citizen
San Antonio, TX

| support Texas school librarians who are highly trained professional educators that select books based on local policies, approved
by our school board. | trust school librarians, not out-of-state vendors, to determine if content in books is appropriate. And
parents, not the state, are responsible for determining what their children read.

Carolyn Nieland
- None -sdif retired
Alamo, TX

Librarians are well qualified to select 