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Kelley Rumps

self retired

I support HB 1243.

The Woodlands, TX

Sylvia Campbell

self, retired

Dear Members of the Elections Committee,
I am writing to urge you to OPPOSE HB 1243. This bill raises the penalty for illegal voting unnecessarily. People have been
wrongly convicted of voting illegally in the past, and this will make everything worse. While I believe a felony is not more a
deterrence than a misdemeanor for voters, it does serve the purpose of scaring people away from the polls. It is, pure and simple,
voter suppression. Vote NO on HB 1243.
Thank you,
Sylvia Campbell

The Woodlands, TX

Karen Wiseman

Self/Retired

Please pass this bill to increase the penalty for illegal voting.  Unless there is a penalty and deterrent, we will continue to see an
increase in this activity.

Fort Worth, TX

Cheryl Tangen

Self - Retired attorney

I strongly oppose the increased penalties for illegal voting under this Bill.  There is no evidence of appreciable illegal voting in
Texas, and no need to increase the penalty. Eligibility requirements can be confusing, and may change during legislature years
without significant notice or publicity. Increasing the penalty will serve primarily to discourage and deter voting.

The Woodlands, TX
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Lou Ann Montana

Self/Retired

I urge the committee members to oppose House Bill 1243.

There is no evidence of appreciable illegal voting in Texas, and no need to increase the penalty. Eligibility requirements can be
confusing, and may change during legislature years without significant notice or publicity. I believe increasing the penalty will
serve primarily to discourage and deter voting.

The Woodlands, TX

Susan Tsujimoto

self (retired)

I oppose HB 1243. Eligibility requirements can be confusing, and may change during legislature years without significant notice
or publicity. The proposed increase in the penalty is excessive and will serve primarily to discourage and deter voting by
individuals who may not be sure they are eligible. Since there is no evidence of appreciable illegal voting in Texas, I urge the
Committee to vote "No" on HB 1243.

Spring, TX

Hilary Toma

Self

I urge the House to oppose this bill. There is no evidence of appreciable illegal voting in Texas, and no need to increase the
penalty. Eligibility requirements can be confusing, and may change during legislature years without significant notice or
publicity. Increasing the penalty will serve primarily to discourage and deter voting.

The Woodlands, TX

Shawn Flanagan

Election Integrity Project of Nueces Co

Favor.  Election fraud must be dealt with seriously.

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
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Chris Donofrio

Self

I strongly oppose HB 1243.
I urge you to let it die in committee.

I see no public interest served by changing a class A misdemeanor to a 2nd degree felony. Instead, I see harm and discrimination.
Both will disenfranchise voters who tend to vote Democrat.

Minorities, especially male, are often overcharged for a crime they commit. They are often convicted for such crimes. These
individuals need our legal support, not a further category of felony for which they can be charged. Legitimately or not. The same
applies to lower income non-minorities.

MAGA Republicans, right-wing extremists, and, unfortunately, too many of our elected Republican legislators have been working
for years to decrease the minority vote. They have succeeded so far through spreading unfounded fear, redistricting, and
objectifying those who oppose their ideological values.

We cannot allow such cynical behavior, like HB 1243, to continue. The denial of due process and freedom to wrongly accused or
overcharged individuals causes pain and suffering. It plants the seeds of injustice and contempt for government institutions.

It puts our democracy is at risk.

I strongly oppose HB 1243.
As a love of democracy, I demand it die in committee.

Respectfully,
Chris J. Donofrio

The Woodlands, TX

Linda Evans, Ms

Self

OPPOSE this bill, which increases the penalty to a felony. There is no evidence of appreciable illegal voting in Texas, and no
need to increase the penalty. Eligibility requirements can be confusing, and may change during legislature years without
significant notice or publicity. Increasing the penalty will serve primarily to discourage and deter voting.  Vote NO on HB 1243

Conroe, TX

Sandra Stokes

Self and Election Integrity Project Nueces County

I am in favor of this bill.  Criminal penalty will deter "bad actors" from being as tempted to be involved in activities that
undermine the election process from being just and fair.  The penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies
demonstrates the seriousness of undermining legal election process.

Corpus Christi, TX

Xiaomei Wang

self

For: Illegal voting should be paid with higher cost to ensure election security.

Fort Worth, TX
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Carol Ortiz, Ms.

Self/retired

Please OPPOSE HB 1243
There is no evidence that illegal voting in Texas is a problem therefore no need to increase the penalty. Eligibility requirements
can be confusing, and may change during legislature years without significant notice or publicity. Increasing the penalty will
serve primarily to discourage and deter voting.

Montgomery, TX

Kathy Ponce

Self

I support this bill.

Maypearl, TX

Brenda Helmer

self, a taxpaying citizen

on illegal voting, there has been LEGION of discrepancies all over the United States and even in the great State of Texas ... the
penalty should be INCREASED for voter fraud ...
please vote: FOR

VOTE:  FOR

Fort Worth, TX

Adel Harrison Brown

Self

I am asking the House Elections Committee to vote against HB 1243.  I see HB 1243 as a tactic to promote fear and
discouragement in the American people to exercise their right to vote freely.  I plead with you, the House Elections Committee to
throw this bill out and stand for the rights of all Americans to vote without fear or suppression.

Kindest regards,

Adel Harrison Brown

MONTGOMERY, TX

Lisa Gertsch

Self

Being sucked into the myth of wide voter fraud is ridiculous.  Voter fraud is a minor issue and should not be a felony.  Making it a
felony is a scare tactic to deter voters.  The penalty was just changed in 2021.  Why change it back?  How about focusing
stopping kids from getting shot at schools.? LSG

Spring, TX
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Teresa Allen, Ms

individual

Vote "NO" on HB 1243.  It would be a horrible thing to make it a felony to accidentally vote when ineligible.  I am a deputy voter
registrar.  I register many young voters at high schools, college campuses, at businesses and at public events.  It's a sad thing that
our educational system does such a poor job- not motivating young people to comfortably be civically engaged and even worse
when we use scare tactics to prevent them from registering. Threatening people with a felony if they make a simple mistake-- you
are scaring people!  In a democracy, if over 18, a US citizen, sane and having served their time if they have committed a felony
(& off paper)-- people should be comfortable registering and voting.  People hear rumors about road rage & are hesitant to drive.
They hear that Texas encourages anyone to carry military weapons, with minimum background checks-- and they are reluctant to
peaceably assemble-- which is their constitutional right. HB 1243 threatens them with a felony if they make a mistake on the
voter registration form-- and you make people paranoid to even register.  This HB 1243 is a major attempt at voter suppression--
just like the literacy tests and poll taxes of the 1800 and 1900's.

Spring, TX

Mary Gagnon

Self and Election Integrity Project of Nueces County

I am in favor of this bill. Anyone who knowingly and intentionally votes illegally should be held accountable. Restoring the
penalty for illegal voting to a felony and for attempting to vote illegally to a state jail felony will help deter voter fraud.

Corpus Christi, TX

Mary Mabry

Self

Please do not move this bill forward. Please show Texas citizens that facts matter more than hype. Please show them that the
Legislature does not waste its time on bills to address almost non-existent crimes when so many real crimes occur each day.
Please help us all to believe that logic and reality are at work in the Texas House.

Spring, TX

Samuel Aundrá Fryer

Self & Election Integrity Project of Nueces County

I am favor of this bill.  Bills that increase the penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies help dissuade illegal
voting, albeit as with all laws only when enforced.  “We the people” are the government, and all actions that undermine the
integrity of the election process usurps the people’s governing authority as a republic.

Corpus Christi, TX

Peggy Harris

self

I urge you to vote against HB 1243.  There is no evidence of appreciable illegal voting in Texas, and no need to increase the
penalty. Eligibility requirements can be confusing, and may change during legislature years without significant notice or
publicity. Increasing the penalty will serve primarily to discourage and deter voting.

The Woodlands, TX

TAMMIE Grantham

Spouse and self

As a current Tarrant county ballot board member I am FOR raising the penalty for the offense of illegal voting. The right to vote
is a  sacred right and should be treated as such. If anyone attempts to take that right from someone they should be punished top
the full extent of the law.

Grapevine, TX
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Julie Sims, Mrs

Chris and Julie Sims

As citizens of TX my husband and I fully support HB 1243 to increase penalities for the offense of illegal voting! If we do not
have free and fair elections we have nothing! Thank you for putting this bill forward! God bless you!!

Colleyville, TX

Matthew Brown

Self

All illegal voting and vote manipulation needs to be criminalized and apply stiff penalties.

Sugar Land, TX

Kimberly Bridges Young

Self and Election Integrity Project of Nueces County

I am in favor of this bill.  All bills that increase the penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies are good bills.  This
is just and fair, because we are trying to protect our rights to have a free and fair voting process in this state and country.

Corpus Christi, TX

Debbie Lindstrom

self - business owner

I support this bill.  Voting is our most sacred right.  Those who violate and thereby change the number of votes by diluting the
votes or fraudulently vote should be penalized accordingly and with the serverity of violating this right.

McKinney, TX

Selina Brown, Ms.

self/business owner

I am for the Bill of HB 1243.  Please increase the penalty on illegal acts and enforce it.

(Sugar Land) 2319 Squire Dobbins Dr Sugar Land TX 77478, TX

LaiKwan Pei, Dr.

self

I strong support HB1243. illegal voting should be penalty heavily.

KATY, TX

Robert L (Bob Green, Mr.

Travis County Republican Party Election Integrity Committee for Legislation and myself

I strongly support HB 1243, because without significant penalties enforced for serious violations, what benefit is any law?
Knowingly casting an illegal vote should be a felony offense, if for no other reason that it cancels out someone's legal vote and
therefore negatively impacts the integrity of the election and the accuracy of the election results.

Austin, TX
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Elizabeth Wally

Self

No on HB1243
Our recent Texas elections have been safe and secure, if more difficult for the voters. We know that in 2021, both chambers of the
Texas Legislature agreed to lower the penalty to a Class A misdemeanor less than 18 months ago. Class A misdemeanors are still
sufficient penalties to ward off maleficence, with Texans facing up to a year in jail under the current standard of penalty that the
House already agreed to amid fierce debate over SB1 and this bill is going back to threaten harsher punishment just to intimidate
voters. This, like the other bills trying to keep voters away from the polls, is not addressing a problem but MAGGA fodder. I so
wish our Republicans would work with us on real problems and woo voters to win rather than challenge our democratic form of
government.

Dallas, TX

Penny Bradshaw, N/A

Self

I am writing in OPPOSITION to this bill. This is nothing more than voter suppression - blatant scare tactics to keep voters from
going to the polls to cast their vote and have their voices heard.

Vote NO on this bill.

The Woodlands, TX

murielle lefebvre

self - RN

For

Fort Worth, TX

Mary Favret

-- please select a prefix --self - retired

I request the House Elections Committee oppose this bill.  There is no need to go back and raise this penalty to a felony. The
punishment is not proportional to the alleged crime.

The Woodlands, TX

Susan Valliant

Self, Texas First, Convention of States

HB1243 by Representative Hefner:  I am FOR this bill.  Elections are the people's voice and is sacred in a democracy.  It should
be a felony for any violation that impugns our elections.

Arlington, TX

Morgan Kirkpatrick

Self, former educator and current project assistant & marketing coordinator

I left education after teach for 14 years, largely due to actions taken in the Texas legislature. Last summer, I became a Voter
Deputy Registrar and worked at a polling location for the Lubbock elections office on November 8 because I believe that voter
education and empowerment is essential to our democracy.

I strongly urge the committee members to reconsider HB1243 because it will further suppress voter turnout. While obviously no
one wants illegal voting, this bill would dramatically increase the penalty for honest mistakes. Would-be voters will remember the
example of Crystal Mason and decide that exercising their civil right is not worth the risk. Texas voters don’t need any more
reasons not to vote.

Lubbock, TX
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Barbara Brock

Self

I oppose HB 1243. It will only discourage citizens from going to the polls. In a democracy we should want citizens to vote! This
harsh penalty is designed to scare voters.  There is no evidence that voting illegally is a problem.  This undemocratic bill smacks
of voter suppression.  It does not deserve your support.

The Woodlands, TX

Wendy McRoberts

Self

I am opposed to any bill that increases the penalty for voter fraud to a felony. The history of the Crystal Mason case is disturbing
as it is. Also Ken Paxton’s office turned up insignificant numbers of voter fraud and prosecuted few cases. This is nothing more
than an attempt to disenfranchise voters by fear of making an honest mistake.

Danbury, TX

Donna Schero, Ms

Self/Registered Nurse

I am FOR this bill because I believe that any tampering of our vote OR any illegal voting is an assault upon our sacred right to
vote and have our voice heard. It is all we have left - our voice. In a free Republic, it is We the People, who elect our officials and
vote on policy. Stiff criminal penalties should result for illegal voting.

Fort Worth, TX

Jerry Rubli

Self

Please increase the criminal penalty for people who cheat in elections. Once a few of these people are put in jail, others will think
twice about whether it's worth the money to take a chance.

Spring, TX

Larry Ringler

Self and Election Integrity Project of Nueces County

I am in favor of this bill.  All bills that increase the penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies are good bills.  This
is just and fair, because we are trying to protect our rights to have a free and fair voting process in this state and country.

PORTLAND, TX

Nikki Henrichsen

Self/Homemaker

I am in favor of this bill. People who commit illegal voting should be criminalized and punished to the fullest. My vote should
NOT be canceled out by an illegal vote.

Sugar Land, TX

Amanda Erickson

self

Please vote NO on this bill. Confusion is systemically maintained in Texas’ elections system and increasing the criminal penalty
to a felony will only intimidate eligible voters from showing up to avoid risk of penalty for confusion.

Austin, TX
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Cathy Jaster

retired  / self

I support this bill.  Current penalties are not deterrents, and are probably not enforced due to lots of reasons.  Illegal voting
violates all of our rights and must be taken seriously.  Every illegal vote STEALS A VOTE from a LEGAL VOTER.   How can
that NOT be taken seriously?  If there are NOT STRONG penalties, it shows how little TEXAS values our right to fair elections.
We MUST protect our elections.

Georgetown, TX

STEPHEN BARKER

SAM HOUSTON CONFERENCE  SELF

I am For this bill:  Our vote is our voice and our right.  It is the heart of our democracy.  Stiff penalties should apply to anything
activity that violates our rights and our democracy.

Fort Worth, TX

Margaret (Pegg) Miller

Self

Let’s win elections fair and square and stop being in the business of voter suppression. Eligibility laws change frequently and
without notice, let’s not put people in jail for a mistake. It may be your grandmother or friend. There is no wide spread voter fraud
in Texas so no need for this other than creating fear. Have some integrity!

The Woodlands, TX

Teresa Campbell

Sam Houston council

For!

Fort worth, TX

Patricia Garris

self/retired

Please OPPOSE this bill, which increases the penalty to a felony. There is no evidence of appreciable illegal voting in Texas, and
no need to increase the penalty. Eligibility requirements can be confusing, and may change during legislature years without
significant notice or publicity. Increasing the penalty will serve primarily to discourage and deter voting.  The point of a
democracy is to increase participation.  this can also dramatically impact the elderly in rural areas who can get confused about the
process, anyway.

Spring, TX

Jesse Suarez

Self / Electrician

I support this bill. The current punishment for election fraud is a class A misdemeanor which is up to 1 year in jail and fine. I
imagine these criminals committed to cheating look at that and say big deal I’ll get my candidates voted in and even if caught
some ngo will pay the fine and will be back out in time to cheat again at the next round of voting. I want these people removed
from the process longer than 1 year and increasing the penalty for election fraud to a felony is long overdue.

Corpus Christi, TX

Lynda Haltom, Mrs

Sam Houston Council

I am For this bill:  Our vote is our voice and our right.  It is the heart of our democracy.  Stiff penalties should apply to anything
activity that violates our rights and our democracy.

Colleyville, TX
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Jeanne King

self, client support

I oppose this voter suppression bill. While obviously no one wants illegal voting, this bill would dramatically increase the penalty
for honest mistakes. Would-be Texas voters will remember the example of Crystal Mason and decide it is not worth the risk.
Illegal voting has historically not been an issue in Texas, so this is solving a problem that doesn’t exist.

Katy, TX

Kevin Formolo, Major (USAF Retired)

self

FOR.  While increasing the penalty for any act or attempt to undermine the consent of the governed should be considered
warranted, this and other statutes do not strength the laws and penalties against organized attempts by entities other than a person,
such as non-profit voting organizations acting in a demonstrably partisan manner either with individual voters or by “assisting”
government voting organizations. Recommend extending the statue to include these entities and their governing officers.

Spring Branch, TX

Jun Huang

Self

Strongly support!

Katy, TX

Paul Goodman

Sam Houston Council/Self

The privilege of voting is an honor and sacred and a person defrauding legal votes should pay a high price.  A stiff penalty will
help deter bad actors from committing fraud.  Vote for this bill.

Crowley, TX

Ken Weston

Self and Nueces County Elections Integrity Project

I am in favor of this bill. A felony conviction is justified for actions aimed at trying to cheat in our election process.

Corpus Christi, TX

Ruei Tuo

Self

Incriminating voters for simple human error is a neither democratic nor American value.  I have worked as an election worker for
several elections. Texas Election Code is complex and confusing. It’s easy for voters to make unintentional mistakes. The world’s
greatest democracy should make voting easier, not harder for its citizens.

Katy, TX

Donna Cobb

self

I am FOR increasing the penalty for the offense of illegal voting. It should NEVER have been downgraded. Please pass this bill.

Colleyville, TX

James Nall, Principal

Me

FOR
Relating to the penalty for the offense of illegal voting; increasing a criminal penalty. For!

Sugar Land, TX
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Andy Hopper

Wise County Conservatives

My name is Andy Hopper and I represent Wise County Conservatives. We STRONGLY support restoring the criminal penalty for
illegal voting in the State of Texas. Please get a bill that restores the penalty to the Governor's desk IMMEDIATELY. Thank you.

Decatur, TX

Kathy Haigler

Self - election consultant

SUPPORT!  I support increasing any election fraud penalty.  If whatever it is now isn't enough to either stop the perpetrator or a
D.A. doesn't feel it's worth their time, then the penalty needs to be stronger.

Dale, TX

Yaling Hu

Self

I am for this Bill. Relating to the penalty for the offense of illegal voting; increasing a criminal penalty. For!

Sugar Land, TX

HAROLD BOGGS, MR.

HOUSTON CENTER FOR CHRISTIAN COUNSELING

Relating to the penalty for the offense of illegal voting; increasing a criminal penalty.       VOTE For!

MISSOURI CITY, TX

Lori Hawk Fyfe

self

i OPPOSE THIS BILL !  This is solving nothing and potentially harming innocent people making mistakes !
Seriously !!

MCKinney, TX
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Valerie Street

Our Vote Texas

On behalf of Our Vote Texas, I am urging members of the committee to reject HB 1243.

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to voter education and voter rights advocacy in the state of Texas, it is our view that HB 1243
is overly punitive and further attempts to criminalize voters at a time when lawmakers have still not addressed the meager voter
education funding laid out in the state’s budget. As long as the State of Texas refuses to provide adequate funding for voter
education, Texas voters will continue to be deprived of much needed resources that educate voters of their rights, our state’s voter
ID requirements, and new changes to our state’s voting laws..

Furthermore, as our organization has previously reported, Texas still has a completely inadequate voter education budget of only
$3.5 million dollars for the over 17 million registered voters in Texas. The state of Texas has shown year after year that it
struggles to educate its voters on voting laws in the first place. Increased criminalization coupled with a lack of proper investment
in education and outreach is Texas unfortunately creating a recipe for preventable disaster that could negatively and senselessly
impact Texans. We cannot support legislation that does such a disservice to Texas voters.

HB 1243 is an example of the type of legislation that our organization cannot support as it would raise the penalty for illegal
voting from its current misdemeanor level to a second degree felony (the same as manslaughter or aggravated assault) and would
carry a potential 20 year prison sentence. This is after lawmakers lowered the penalty during the last legislative session. Many
Texans showed up to testify against similar legislation in the Senate when it was heard in committee. They expressed their
frustration that lawmakers were revisiting this matter after having lowered the penalty in 2021 and we share their concerns about
this bill as well.

This is why we encourage committee members to leave pending or vote no on HB 1243 and why we will continue to urge
lawmakers throughout this session to do more to bolster voter education for the people of Texas. Thank you for your time.

Austin, TX

Alison Johnson

Self

Strong Support for this bill. Illegal voting must be stopped and perpetrators must be severely punished.

Sugar Land, TX

Yvonne Barnett, Ms.

Retired teacher

I am Yvonne Barnett __, and I live in (my family and I live in)Montgomery, (Montgomery County),  Texas-77316
I am writing this letter to oppose HB 1243, which would increase the criminal penalty from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable
by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-degree felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.
This Bill would increase fear and intimidation for Black and Brown Texans by threatening felonies to a people group who are
already hindered and confused by the numerous inconsistencies and unclear instructions on how, where, and where to vote. Every
Texan should be able to exercise their hard-won voting rights as they participate in the democratic process.
I have personally spoken with Black and Brown citizens in my county who were unaware of where to find voter information to
confirm their voter status. They assumed they were still eligible to vote because they had voted in a previous election, only to
learn that their names had been purged from the eligible voter list.
I’m asking you to please support voter rights by voting no to HB 1243.
Sincerely,
Yvonne Barnett

Montgomery, TX
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Charlene Glover

Self

I am Charlene Glover; I live in Montgomery, Montgomery, Texas. I am writing to express my wish to oppose HB 1243, which
would increase the criminal penalty from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-degree
felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.

This Bill is unduly punitive and would increase fear and intimidation, which would deter Black and Brown Texans from
exercising their right to vote. Threatening felonies to a people group who are already hindered and often confused by frequent and
multiple changes to the voting laws is unreasonable and antidemocratic. Every Texan should be able to exercise their right to vote
as a standard democratic practice.

Personally, I am aware of Black and Brown citizens in Montgomery County who are unaware or ill informed about how to
engage in the voting process from one voting cycle to another due to the numerous changes and unclear instructions.

Therefore, I humbly ask that you support voter rights by voting NO for HB 1243.

Sincerely,

Charlene Glover

Montgomery, TX

Laurel Hays, Dr.

self

I am opposed to HB 1243, which increases the penalty for election fraud from 1 yr to up to 20 yrs.  Firstly, election fraud is rare.
Secondly, the threat of a felony conviction will impact black and brown Texans most, as well as new US citizens and Texans
reentering our society after serving their sentence.  The law will intimidate and instill fear in these communities.  We should
instead be encouraging Texans to exercise their right to vote.  There is too much confusion and flux in our election laws, which
also will deter people from exercising their right.  We should create a system that educates Texans re: their rights and
responsibilities as US citizens and Texans.  In addition, we have a huge backlog in our court system re: felonies.  Increasing the
penalty to a felony will just further clog up the court systems, preventing the judiciary from addressing much more serious
offenses.  As well, the severity of the punishment is disproportionate to the crime; election fraud, which is rare, does not rise to
the level of manslaughter, robbery and aggravated assault.  Vote no on HB 1243.

Houston, TX

Wiliam Grasham

self

I am for this. There was NO Reason to change the election fraud crimes to misdemeanors in the last legislative session. We need
felonies for election fraud in order for their to be a deterrent to committing election fraud

Richmond, TX
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Rebecca Hughes

Self

I oppose HB1243. This is a Voter Suppression Bill. No one wants illegal voting, HB 1243 would dramatically increase the
penalty for an honest mistake.
With the on going changes to our Texas voting laws it would be easy to make an honest mistake.
It appears the purpose of HB1243 is to intimidate voters and discourage them from participating in their civil rights in voting. Our
vote is our voice but in Texas voters are discouraged from using their voice. There is a reason Texas is known as a "Non voting
State".
HB 1243 should not be approved.

Submitted by Rebecca Hughes

Fort Worth, TX

BECKY LI

SELF

FOR

MISSOURI CITY, TX

Roxy Williamson

GIVERS Vote Texas

Thank you Chair, Vice Chair and Committee Members…

Yes, I would like to record my opposition to House Bill 1243. Like many of the other election bills this session that appear to
serve as ways to subvert and diminish the vote and the voice of the people across the state, HB 1243 is filled with vague language
which violates fair language equity in the voting process. Confusing and somewhat cruel, this version of the bill doesn’t answer
the question: who will determine when - as it reads in section 64.012 (b) of the Election Code - “an offense under this section is a
FELONY of the second degree unless the person is convicted of an attempt ?? in which event it is a state jail felony” . An attempt
vs. an actual vote, does this mean provisional votes? This is ambiguous at best.

This language literally endangers lives. Combined with militia vigilante types that are now openly armed and have been reported
to brazenly threaten voters at polling places, this brand of voter subversion emboldens and arms people who are under educated
political zealots, who undertake the most vile miscreant behavior that is often reminiscent of the late 1800s. Today in history in
1873 in Colfax, Louisiana an armed white mob massacred 150 Black Citizens after the 1872 gubernatorial election. On April 13,
1873 - on EASTER SUNDAY - these murderous coward vigilante election deniers shot unarmed protesters after they surrendered
and were of no threat. This episode in American history is eerily familiar to recent current events.

There must be rebuttal against this bill due to the lack of funding allocated for voter education. While considering such harsh
punishment for what amounts to clerical and administrative human errors and even maybe bad intent sometimes, you must
consider the Low Voter Literacy in Texas. In this time in history, let us not repeat such transgressions against Texas Voters. Allow
us to Educate our Electorate and not incarcerate Texans because of their participation in this Republic we all hold so dear. We
should be celebrating and applauding civic engagement not criminalizing the process even more than it already is. Please
reconsider this overt assault on the Rights of Texas Voters! Use your power instead to FUND more Voter Education Opportunities
and Pathways. INVEST in Texas Voters. Texans deserve better. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Galveston, TX
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Zachary Shell

Self (customer service worker)

To the Committee -

I ask you to please prevent the passing of HB 1243. I am strongly against increasing this penalty from a misdemeanor to a
second-degree felony, as I think it would do nothing to make the elections process more free and fair - nothing about the current
system is remotely tolerant of illegal voting, and thus instituting a steeper penalty would only serve to put more Texans behind
bars for longer. There are already enough cases, such as those of Crystal Mason or Hervis Rodgers, of people unknowingly*
casting illegal ballots and being sentenced to years in prison: considering the illegal ballots are never counted regardless, all
punishing illegal voting in this manner achieves is further increasing this state's prison population. Our prisons are already
overcrowded and suffering from failing or outdated infrastructure, and the state is wasting money and resources by incarcerating
individuals who constitute no risk to the public for crimes such as illegal voting. The legal system in Texas already
disproportionately targets people of color, and this increase in punishment will only stack with the existing racial disparities in the
prison population, further criminalizing and intimidating communities of color. I do not feel that this bill solves or mollifies any
issues with our electoral system, and instead serves as a political tool to dampen voter turnout in minority communities, allowing
the judicial system to scapegoat individual Texans and punish them harshly. I firmly disagree with the premise and the text of this
bill and ask the committee and the House at large to please decline to pass it into law.

*I am aware that the current law does specify that to be prosecuted for voting illegally, someone must do so "knowingly":
however, proving intent in these cases can be difficult and nebulous, and it is my opinion that the state acts proactively to punish
people who voted illegally regardless of if there is proof of intent. At the very least, there is significant precedent for people being
arrested and charged without express proof of intent, which means innocent civilians will face drawn-out court cases and
potentially multiple years in prison for a crime that ultimately did no harm (as the ballots were not counted) and that they were
entirely unaware they were committing.

Thank you for your time,
Zachary

Austin, TX

L Quentin Dixon

Self/concerned citizen

Please OPPOSE HB 1243.  There is no evidence of intentional or widespread illegal voting.  When someone makes a mistake
regarding voting, the mistake should remain a misdemeanor and NOT a felony, which can prevent that person from obtaining
certain types of employment and adversely affect that person's future.

Spring, TX

susan Lucas

self retired

Please Vote FOR this bill

BRYAN, TX
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Sara Ainsworth

Self

This is an unduly harsh bill that is a bald attempt to chill voting in the state of Texas. Illegal voting occurs on a limited basis in
Texas. From 2018 to 2022, there were 171 people investigated for voter fraud. That is less than 1% of all voters. Of pending cases
in February 2022, only 17% were for illegal voting, equaling roughly 7 cases. Illegal voting is not a huge problem in Texas, and
should not be treated as such. This bill would make it so that a person would lose their right to vote in Texas if convicted, as
felons can't vote in Texas. The bill makes no differentiation between intended illegal voting and mistaken illegal voting. I have
worked as an election worker in Texas on multiple occasions. We are not instructed to explain all of the reasons why you are
ineligible to vote, unless someone asks. I spoke with a potential voter that asked me why you would be ineligible to vote and I
explained that not registering in time or being a felon made you ineligible to vote. This person had a felony charge and so could
not vote. Had this person not asked the question, he would have voted illegally without the specific intent to do so. With this bill
in place, he would have received another felony charge. Depending on whether he already had two felonies, he could be
sentenced to life in prison under the three strikes law. The fact that an intent element is missing from this bill is ludicrous. Other
felonies require at least a modicum of mens rea. As evidenced in my anecdote above, felons are often unaware that they are
ineligible to vote, especially if they have moved from a state where felons are allowed to vote.

Under Texas Penal Code 12.44(a), Texas state judges can reduce a state jail felony to a misdemeanor if (a) the offense was not
particularly serious, (b) the defendant is not particularly dangerous, and (c) reducing the charges would be more just. Illegally
voting is not particularly serious, because the ballot can be easily disregarded. A person who illegally votes usually does not do it
intentionally and it is not a particularly dangerous act. Less severe charges are more appropriate in this scenario given both (a)
and (b). The Texas Penal Code already makes it clear when state jail felonies should be reduced to misdemeanors and illegal
voting already meets that test. To raise the crime to a felony is unjust and overly punitive. Felony charges have profound impacts
on individuals and the trajectory of their lives. They should be reserved for crimes that are dangerous and harmful. Illegal voting
is neither dangerous nor harmful. I strongly oppose this bill.

Dallas, TX

Margaret Daniel

self

Please vote yes for election integrity.

KATY, TX

Dana Myers, MD

self, Vice Chair Republican Party of Texas

I support HB 1243
Dana Myers
Harris Co

Houston, TX

TONI Wing-Jenkins

self

There has been no evidence in the legislative record or in any research done by the Elections Audit Division through the Attorney
General’s or Secretary of State’s offices that there’s widespread or systematic voter fraud or illegal voting. Both chambers of the
Texas Legislature voted in 2021 to reduce illegal voting to a Class A misdemeanor when conferencing on SB 1, and since then, no
uptick or cause for increasing the penalty has been proven by the legislature or the Secretary of State’s own election audit
division. This legislation is a solution in search of a problem, pandering to the idea our elections are invalid and unsecured. As an
election worker, I take offense at this. And as an American and a Texan, I believe perpetuating a false narrative of invalid and
unsecured elections is a danger to our democracy and flirts with disenfranchisement by threatening felonies when voters are
already confused on navigating a chronically underfunded election system.

Burleson, TX
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Susan Stewart

self

Reject this bill. It is a huge waste of time and feeds the disinformation and manufactured hysteria about voting.

Both chambers of the Texas Legislature voted in 2021 to reduce illegal voting to a Class A misdemeanor when conferencing on
SB 1 – since then, no uptick or cause for increasing the penalty has been proven by the legislature or the Secretary of State’s own
election audit division.

There has been no evidence in the legislative record or in any research done by the Elections Audit Division through the Attorney
General’s or Secretary of State’s offices that there’s widespread or systematic voter fraud or illegal voting. Texas legislators are
wasting time on something that is not a problem.  You could spend more time on actual problems.

Election systems in Texas are chronically underfunded, with the budget for funding voter education on just ID requirements being
stagnated at $3.5 million since 2016 – which equates to less than 1 cent per Texas voter, and is the only line-item in the state’s
budget for voter outreach and education.
Confusion is systemically maintained in Texas’ elections system and increasing the criminal penalty to a felony will only
intimidate eligible voters from showing up to avoid risk of penalty for being confused.

The State spent $4 Million on an election audit division, despite the office’s light workload with only 390 investigations into
voter fraud opened over a two-year period, out of the nearly 25 million votes cast across all elections during that period. To put
another way; 0.00001625% of votes cast in the last 2 years in Texas were investigated for voter fraud. Of those cases, only five
resulted in convictions.

This is just another attempt to suppress our  votes and disenfranchise voters who are confused by the multiple changes to election
procedures. Shame. Reject this bill.

Pflugerville, TX

David Alexander

Self/Business Owner & Private Investor

I'm for HB1243 and HB5180, as these bills will go a long way to insure election integrity.

Houston, TX

Anne Pate

Self

Criminal penalty was just decreased, and the punishment here is not proportional to the crime.  No evidence or explanation had
been  presented that this bill is needed.  There has been no documented increase in election crimes since the house and senate
decided to lower the penalty 18 months ago.

Dallas, TX

Marcia Connors

Self

Historically ilegal voting has not been an issue in Texas. Rather than pass a potential deterrent to vote when voter turn out is low
focus on ways to bring voters to the polls.

Dallas, TX

Michelle LoweSolis

Self

Voter fraud is not an issue in the state of Texas.  The introduction of HB 1243 is just another way to suppress the vote, particularly
for people of color.  People who might be concerned about whether or not they can vote, will remember Crystal Mason or Hervis
Rogers, and they won’t vote.  I oppose HB 1243.

San Antonio, TX
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Robert Wilson, Dr.

self

How many people have been found guilty of illegally voting in Texas in the past 20years? This will give us a rough idea of how
many people might be affected by this bill. Let’s look carefully at those examples. Do they tend to be people who were trying to
sabotage the election or were the majority of these cases people who  accidentally illegally voted? We don’t want to make the
punishment harsher if these cases are mainly people making an honest mistake.

Austin, TX

Joy Davis, Field Organizer

Pure Justice

My name is Joy Davis and I oppose this bill. I believe this bill could lead to the prosecution and lengthy incarceration of people
that are truly making honest mistakes. This reminds me of the case of Crystal Mason. She was given a provisional ballot and her
vote was not counted. She is continuing to be penalized because of it.  The right to vote should not be attached to whether a
person has been convicted of a crime. In my opinion, the laws that created this system of disenfranchisement in the first place
sought to target and disempower people of color,. These laws continue to disproportionately impact people of color and distort
our democracy today. Everyone should be able to vote and have a say in who represents them.

Houston, TX

Donna de la Guardia

Self / Clinical Research Coordinator

I want to express my deep concern relating to making illegal voting a felony offense - while I do not condone illegal voting this is
too harsh.  People sometimes get confused with the increasing number of voting changes in recent years and may make an error
by accident so throwing them in an over-crowded jail system on a felony offense seems uncivilized.  To note Texas counties have
had very little incidents of voter fraud historically so creating such a harsh penalty for this leads me to wonder why.  The only
logical reason that I can come up with for creating such a harsh penalty is that Texas Legislators what to intimidate and suppress
the good citizens of Texas and take away our Constitutional Rights to vote.
I respectfully request that our Texas Legislators vote down this cruel uncivilized bill (HB 1243) overwhelming for we the people
of Texas

Bedford, TX

Cynthia Dwyer

The Tarrant Together Project

No Texan wants to know that folks are voting illegally. Procedures are in place to deter and manage illegal voting. I agree that
illegal votes should not be counted. This bill takes the punishment for illegal voting too far. According to records from the Texas
Attorney General's Office, there were a total of 534 offenses charged to 154 people (some had multiple offenses) for either mail
ballot fraud, assistance fraud or illegal voting since 2004. Among those 534 offenses, 310 were for mail-in ballot fraud, 159 were
for assistance fraud and 189 were for illegal voting. A total of 272 charges of the 534 offenses resolved were from 2015 to March
2021.This bill needs to die in committee.

Fort Worth, TX
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Patrina English

SELF

I am Patrina English, and I live in my family and I live in Montgomery, County, Texas.
I am writing this letter to oppose HB 1243, which would increase the criminal penalty
from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-
degree felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.
This Bill would increase fear and intimidation for Black and Brown Texans by
threatening felonies to a people group who are already hindered and confused by the
numerous inconsistencies and unclear instructions on how, where, and where to vote.
Every Texan should be able to exercise their hard-won voting rights as they participate
in the democratic process.
I have personally spoken with Black and Brown citizens in my county who were
unaware of where to find voter information to confirm their voter status. They assumed
they were still eligible to vote because they had voted in a previous election, only to
learn that their names had been purged from the eligible voter list.
I’m asking you to please support voter rights by voting no to HB 1243.
Sincerely,

Patrina English

MONTGOMERY, TX

Ann Milton

Self

I am Ann Milton, and I live in Montgomery, Montgomery, Texas.

I am writing this letter to oppose HB 1243, which would increase the criminal penalty from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable
by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-degree felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.

This Bill would increase fear and intimidation for Black and Brown Texans by threatening felonies to a people group who are
already hindered and confused by the numerous inconsistencies and unclear instructions on how, where, and where to vote. Every
Texan should be able to exercise their hard-won voting rights as they participate in the democratic process.

I have personally spoken with Black and Brown citizens in my county who were unaware of where to find voter information to
confirm their voter status. They assumed they were still eligible to vote because they had voted in a previous election, only to
learn that their names had been purged from the eligible voter list.
I’m asking you to please support voter rights by voting no to HB 1243.

Sincerely,
Ann N. Milton

Montgomery, TX
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Avionna Jimmerson

self

I am Avionna Jimmerson, and I live in Conroe City, Montgomery County, Texas.
I am writing this letter to oppose HB 1243, which would increase the criminal penalty
from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-
degree felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.
This Bill would increase fear and intimidation for Black and Brown Texans by
threatening felonies to a people group who are already hindered and confused by the
numerous inconsistencies and unclear instructions on how, where, and where to vote.
Every Texan should be able to exercise their hard-won voting rights as they participate
in the democratic process.
I have personally spoken with Black and Brown citizens in my county who were
unaware of where to find voter information to confirm their voter status. They assumed
they were still eligible to vote because they had voted in a previous election, only to
learn that their names had been purged from the eligible voter list.
I’m asking you to please support voter rights by voting no to HB 1243.
Sincerely,

Avionna Jimmerson

Montgomery, TX

Stephanie Holderfield

Citizens Defending Freedom

Protect our elections for free and fair voting. Increase the misdemeanor charges for voter fraud to a felony to impose stricter laws
to protect our rights as voters in Texas.

Montgomery, TX

Johnetta Byam

Self

I am against this bill HB1243 as it would make voting crimes the same level as kidnapping, indecency with a child, and sexual
coercion. In 2021, both chambers of the Texas Legislature agreed to lower the penalty to a Class A misdemeanor less than 18
months ago. Class A misdemeanors are still sufficient penalties to ward off maleficence, with Texans facing up to a year in jail
under the current standard of penalty that the House already agreed to amid fierce debate over SB1. Threat of prosecution will
create intimidation and fear for voters.  Election systems in Texas are chronically underfunded, with the budget for funding voter
education on just ID requirements being stagnated at $3.5 million since 2016 – which equates to less than 1 cent per Texas voter,
and is the only line-item in the state’s budget for voter outreach and education. Confusion is systemically maintained in Texas’
elections system and increasing the criminal penalty to a felony will only intimidate eligible voters from showing up to avoid risk
of penalty for confusion. Texas elections are “safe and secure” - this bill is unnecessary. No explanation or evidence that this bill
is needed as there hasn’t been a staunch increase in election crimes since the House and Senate decided to lower the penalty 18
months ago, and little to no widespread evidence of fraud that warrants this increase.

San Antonio, TX

Marian Stanko

Self / Retired

I support HB1243.
All illegal voting should be a felony.  So should illegal registration to vote.
Now go catch the criminal perpetrators and lock them up.

San Antonio, TX
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Charlene Shafer

self/Retired Teacher

Both chambers of the legislature voted in 2021 to reduce illegal voting to a Class A misdemeanor. Since then, there has been no
cause for increasing the penalty. There is No evidence of widespread or systemic voter fraud or illegal voting. This bill will create
new issues of intimidation & disenfranchisement by threatening felonies. Voters are confused by Texas elections as there is little
voter outreach or education. This bill would make voting crimes the same level of offense as kidnapping, indecency with a child
& sexual coercion. Vote NO on this bill. It is aimed at a problem that does not exist.

Cypress, TX

Tammie Bailey

Self

I am Tammie Bailey, and I live in Conroe, Montgomery County Texas.

I am writing this letter to oppose HB 1243, which would increase the criminal penalty from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable
by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-degree felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.

This Bill would increase fear and intimidation for Black and Brown Texans by threatening felonies to a people group who are
already hindered and confused by the numerous inconsistencies and unclear instructions on how, where, and where to vote. Every
Texan should be able to exercise their hard-won voting rights as they participate in the democratic process.

I have personally spoken with Black and Brown citizens in my county who were unaware of where to find voter information to
confirm their voter status. They assumed they were still eligible to vote because they had voted in a previous election, only to
learn that their names had been purged from the eligible voter list.

I’m asking you to please support voter rights by voting no to HB 1243.

Respectfully,

Tammie Bailey

Conroe, TX

TERESA MARTINI

Self

I am writing in opposition of this bill. There is no need to increase the penalty as illegal voting rarely occurs. With the seemingly
constant changes in our election laws, this only serves to scare hesitant voters who may be unsure of all the rules around voting.
Our right to vote is guaranteed by the US Constitution and we should be encouraging and helping people to vote legally, not
making it more burdensome or scaring them out of exercising that right.

Dallas, TX

Claudia Torres Yanez

Self

This is an unnecessary bill.  Both chambers just votes in 2021 to reduce to a Class A misdemeanor, and there is no evidence in the
legislative record or in research done by the Elections Audit Division through the AG or SOS that there is widespread fraud to
warrant this change.  The problem does not exist and this bill will only serve to intimidate voters, creating fear.  In short, Texas
elections are safe and secure and this is an unnecessary harmful bill, please oppose this bill.

Pflugerville, TX

Jenny Suo, Ms

My self

For

Plano, TX
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Cheyl Benson

Self

I am Cheryl Benson and I live in Montgomery, Montgomery, Texas.

I am writing this letter to oppose HB 1243, which would increase the criminal penalty from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable
by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-degree felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.

This Bill would increase fear and intimidation for Black and Brown Texans by threatening felonies to a people group who are
already hindered and confused by the numerous inconsistencies and unclear instructions on how, where, and where to vote. Every
Texan should be able to exercise their hard-won voting rights as they participate in the democratic process.

I have personally spoken with Black and Brown citizens in my county who were unaware of where to find voter information to
confirm their voter status. They assumed they were still eligible to vote because they had voted in a previous election, only to
learn that their names had been purged from the eligible voter list.
I’m asking you to please support voter rights by voting no to HB 1243.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Benson

Montgomery, TX

Larry Benson, Mr.

Self

I am Larry Benson, and my family and I live in  Montgomery, Montgomery, Montgomery, Texas.

I am writing this letter to oppose HB 1243, which would increase the criminal penalty from a Class A misdemeanor, punishable
by up to two (2) years in prison, to a second-degree felony, punishable by a team of twenty (20) years in prison.

This Bill would increase fear and intimidation for Black and Brown Texans by threatening felonies to a people group who are
already hindered and confused by the numerous inconsistencies and unclear instructions on how, where, and where to vote. Every
Texan should be able to exercise their hard-won voting rights as they participate in the democratic process.

I have personally spoken with Black and Brown citizens in my county who were unaware of where to find voter information to
confirm their voter status. They assumed they were still eligible to vote because they had voted in a previous election, only to
learn that their names had been purged from the eligible voter list.
I’m asking you to please support voter rights by voting no to HB 1243.

Sincerely,

Larry Benson

Montgomery, TX

Monica McCrory

SELF

PLEASE SUPPORT HB 1243 by Hefner
Relating to the penalty for the offense of illegal voting; increasing a criminal penalty.

Thank you,
Monica McCrory

Georgetown, TX
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Niloufar Hafizi

Self/nonprofit employee

HB 1243 is an unnecessary escalation of penalties for an offense that does not occur often. HB 1243 would make voting crimes
the same level as kidnapping, indecency with a child, and sexual coercion.
In 2021, both chambers of the Texas Legislature agreed to lower the penalty to a Class A misdemeanor less than 18 months ago.
Class A misdemeanors are still sufficient penalties to deter any malfeasance, with Texans facing up to a year in jail under the
current standard of penalty that the House already agreed to amid fierce debate over SB1.
Please oppose HB 1243.

KATY, TX

Sherry Eller

Self

I support HB 1243.  Please pass out of committee.

Temple, TX

Ashley Washington

Self

I oppose HB 1243 and urge the Elections Committee to leave this bill pending in committee.

There's no explanation or evidence that this bill is needed considering there hasn’t been a staunch increase in election crimes
since the House and Senate decided to downgrade the penalty for illegal voting from a second-degree felony to a Class A
misdemeanor just 18 months ago. Some may find reverting back to the 50-year-old felony as innocuous. But there appear to be
significant racial disparities in prosecutions by Attorney General Ken Paxton's Election Integrity Unit.

In 2021, the ACLU of Texas examined publicly available data regarding prosecutions by the AG's Election Integrity Unit. Key
findings revealed 72% of the prosecutions appear to have targeted Black and Latinx individuals - in particular 45% targeted Black
and Latinx women. 86% of the alleged prosecutions were in counties with a majority of non-white and Latinx populations.
(Edwards, Medina, Dallas, Kenedy, Nueces, Frio, Starr, Harris, Hidalgo, Jefferson, Guadalupe, Webb.) As a Black woman who
votes in Dallas County, I am deeply concerned with how the Election Integrity Unit pursues individuals who look like me and
live in my community. Please vote no on HB 1243.

Irving, TX
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Hearing Date: April 13, 2023 10:30 AM - or upon final adjourn./recess or bill referral if permission granted

Ortrud Jaeger

TNM

It needs to be prosecuted and criminally punished when someone is undermining American and Texas law, jurisdiction and trying
to impersonate being a legitimate voter when they are not, or voting more than one time. This completely undermines the
democratic process and she be prosecuted to the fullest extent.

Cleburne, TX

Debra Wolgemuth

McLennan County, Precinct Chair 44

Yes, the penalties for illegal voting need to increase.

Waco, TX

Bettye Lemon, Ms

Self(Retired State Employee) & Nueces Co Election Integrity Project

Highly Favor. Any fraudulent voting or interference in elections should carry a severe penalty. There is just no excuse for this and
has been given a wink and a nod for too long. We are not California or Arizona!

Kilgore, TX

Guy Saponari

Nueces Election Intergrity Project, County Citizens Defense Fund

I support this bill as it will increase accountability in elections and help to discourage election fraud

Corpus Christi, TX

Clayton Smith

Self

Yes all for it.

Odessa, TX

Heather Locke

Self and Election Integrity Project of Nueces County

I am in favor of this bill.  All bills that increase the penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies are good bills.  This
is just and fair, because we are trying to protect our rights to have a free and fair voting process in this state and country.

Corpus Christi, TX

Daniel Cotts

Self and Election Integrity Project of Nueces County

I am in favor of this bill.  ALL bills that increase the penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies are good bills.
This is just and fair, because we are trying to protect our rights to have a free and fair voting process in this state and country.
There need to be CONSEQUENCES for breaking the law - especially in this area which is rife with suspected fraud.  This is our
most sacred right - if it is being taken from us, what is left???

Corpus Christi, TX
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Bettye Lemon, Ms

Self & Nueces Co Election Integrity Project

Favor.  All bills that increase the penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies are good bills.  This is just and fair,
because we are trying to protect our rights to have a free and fair voting process in this state and country.

Kilgore, TX

Joanne Richards

self

I am writing to oppose HB 1243.  There is no evidence that this bill is needed.  There has been no indication of an increase in
election crimes since the House ad Senate decided to lower the penalty 18 months ago, and little to no widespread evidence of
fraud that warrant this increased penalty.  Our elections are safe and secure.  This bill is unnecessary.

Austin, TX

Pamela Woods

Election Integrity Project Nueces County

I am in favor of this bill.  All bills that increase the penalties for illegal voting from misdemeanors to felonies are good bills.  This
is just and fair, because we are trying to protect our rights to have a free and fair voting process in this state and country.   Not
reading the entire bill,  I hope there is a authority mentioned, so the proper authorities could be called and prosecution begin.

Corpus Christi, TX

Amanda Logan

self

Please vote YES for this bill and to increase the penalty for election crimes and illegal voting. It is shocking that penalty for
election crimes was DOWNGRADED in the past legislative session. Election integrity is a non partisan issue. All Texans want
their vote to be counted and for illegal votes to NOT count, which dilute and cancel out real votes. This should be a no brainer. A
felony will deter criminals from committing this crime whereby a misdemeanor will not deter this crime.

Austin, TX
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