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John Heller
"self" teacher
The Woodlands, TX

Protect our young or we do not have a safe and orderly society.

Jennifer Hixon

Texas Civil Rights Project
San Antonio, TX

Thank you for the opportunity to share comments on HJR 99. Last session, the legislature passed SB 6, which has significantly
increased the number of people held in pretrial detention in Texas. Additional expansionsin pretrial detention will not improve
safety for Texans but will continue to detain more people before they have had an opportunity for afull and fair defense. People
held in pretrial detention denied the possibility of release have not been convicted of any offense. Thisis afundamental violation
of liberty. Peoplein pretrial detention are held in facilities not intended for long-term detention, including poor access to physical
and mental healthcare. Indefinite detention while awaiting trial is detrimental to the well-being of individuals who may be
wrongly accused or be able to provide affirmative defenses for charges. For these and many other reasons, we oppose any
expansion of pretrial detention in Texas.
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