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Andrea Sparks, Director of Governmental Relations, Buckner International
Buckner International
Dallas, TX

Buckner supports Senate Bill 1849 because it will help us better ensure that the people we hire across our ministries are not only
qualified but also safe to be trusted with the vulnerable popul ations we serve —children AND the elderly.

The database that SB 1849 creates will add to our current processes because it will capture and display reportable conduct across
multiple work settings. A capability we don’t currently have. Thisis especially critical to Buckner and other providers like us that
serve the most vulnerable. For example, if someoneisfired from a child services agency or a school for, for example repeatedly
breaking policy regarding being alone with a child alone or sharing photos/videos of a child on social media, we would absolutely
want to know that in considering them for employment in our children’s services but also for employment in senior living.
Although the age range of potentia victimsis different in each setting, the potential for victimization is high wherever there are
vulnerable people, no matter the age, and bad actors attracted to jobs where they can exploit vulnerability. Thisiswhy SB 1849
iS S0 very important.

Providing a safe environment for the vulnerable Texans we serve isatop priority. Senate Bill 1849 will provide avery valuable
resource to help us achieve that.
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