
Amend SBA1448 (house committee report) by adding the

following appropriately numbered SECTIONS to the bill and

renumbering subsequent SECTIONS of the bill accordingly:

SECTIONA____.AASubchapter B, Chapter 51, Estates Code, is

amended by adding Section 51.057 to read as follows:

Sec.A51.057.AASERVICE REGARDING CERTAIN DECEASED PERSONS.

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), if a citation or notice

is required to be served in a probate proceeding on a person who is

now deceased but survived the decedent who is the subject of the

proceeding, the citation or notice must be served on one of the

following:

(1)AAthe personal representative of the deceased

person’s estate, as provided by Section 51.056; or

(2)AAeach distributee of the deceased person’s estate,

if:

(A)AAthe personal representative has been

discharged;

(B)AAthe independent executor has filed a closing

report or a notice of closing of the estate; or

(C)AAthere is no administration of the estate

ordered by a court, including if:

(i)AAthe deceased person’s will was admitted

to probate as a muniment of title;

(ii)AAthe court finds there is no necessity

for administration in a judgment in a proceeding declaring heirship

under Chapter 202; or

(iii)AAthe court approves a small estate

affidavit under Chapter 205.

(b)AAIf there is no court order determining the distributees

of the estate of the deceased person who survived the decedent or no

personal representative of the deceased person’s estate has been

appointed, the citation or notice must be served on the unknown

distributees of the estate by publication in the county in which the

probate proceeding described by Subsection (a) is pending and, if

known, the county of the last residence of the deceased person, if

that residence was in a county other than the county in which the

probate proceeding is pending.
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(c)AAIf service by publication is required by Subsection (b),

the court may appoint an attorney ad litem to represent the

interests of the distributees of the deceased person’s estate,

whether known or unknown.

SECTIONA____.AASection 51.057, Estates Code, as added by

this Act, applies only to a probate proceeding commenced on or after

the effective date of this Act.
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