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AUTHOR'S / SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT

According to the Texas Education Agency (TEA), on any given day, there are roughly 17,000 school-aged students in Texas schools who are in foster care. Under current law, students formerly in foster care who are eligible for a higher education tuition and fee exemption must take advantage of that exemption not later than their 25th birthday, but the author has informed the committee that, due to the difficulties many of these students face, it can take longer for them to use the exemption. In fact, TEA reports that only 33 percent of students formerly in foster care enroll in higher education within seven years of turning 18. 

H.B. 1211 seeks to remove the deadline for certain students who were formerly in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services to enroll in a public institution of higher education or applicable dual credit course in order to be eligible for a tuition and fee exemption. 

[bookmark: EnrolledProposed][bookmark: AmendsCurrentLaw]H.B. 1211 amends current law relating to tuition and fee exemptions at public institutions of higher education for certain students who were under the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer, institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections 54.366(a) and (c), Education Code, as follows: 

(a) Deletes existing text providing that a student is exempt from the payment of tuition and fees authorized in Chapter 54 (Tuition and Fees), including tuition and fees charged by an institution of higher education for a dual credit course or other course for which a high school student is authorized to earn joint high school and college credit, if the student enrolls in an institution of higher education as an undergraduate student or in a dual credit course or other course for which a high school student may earn joint high school and college credit not later than the student's 25th birthday. Makes nonsubstantive changes. 

(c) Makes a conforming change to this subsection. 

SECTION 2. Provides that the changes in law made by this Act to Section 54.366 (Exemptions for Students Under Conservatorship of Department of Family and Protective Services), Education Code, apply beginning with tuition and fees charged for the 2025 fall semester. Provides that tuition and fees charged for a term or semester before the 2025 fall semester are governed by the law in effect immediately before the effective date of this Act, and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose. 

SECTION 3. Effective date: upon passage or September 1, 2025. 
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