BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 2029

By: Noble

Homeland Security, Public Safety & Veterans' Affairs
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

H.B. 198 and H.B. 3297 passed during the 88th Regular Legislative Session, eliminating the
requirement for safety inspections for most vehicles, including travel trailers. However, the bills'
overlapping provisions created redundancies and inconsistencies within the Texas
Transportation Code. H.B. 2029 seeks to resolve these conflicts within the law by removing
duplicative and unnecessary language to ensure that travel trailer owners and other vehicle
registrants are subject to consistent, predictable policies.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly create a criminal offense, increase
the punishment for an existing criminal offense or category of offenses, or change the eligibility
of a person for community supervision, parole, or mandatory supervision.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking
authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.

ANALYSIS

H.B. 2029 reenacts Section 548.510(a), Transportation Code, as amended by Chapters 851
(H.B. 3297) and 999 (H.B. 198), Acts of the 88th Legislature, Regular Session, 2023, to conform
to changes made by Chapter 851 (H.B. 3297), Acts of the 88th Legislature, Regular Session,
2023, requiring an applicant for initial registration or renewal of registration of a motor vehicle,
trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, or mobile home to pay an annual fee of $7.50 in addition to other
fees imposed at the time of registration.

H.B. 2029 repeals the provision establishing that a travel trailer that is not exempt from vehicle
safety inspection requirements on the basis of gross weight meets the applicable safety
inspection requirements if the owner submits an affidavit to the Texas Department of Motor
Vehicles or the county tax assessor-collector at the time of the trailer's registration stating the
following:

e the owner has inspected the trailer during the general one-year inspection period; and

o the trailer is in proper and safe condition and complies with the applicable vehicle

inspection rules and requirements.

H.B. 2029 repeals Section 548.054, Transportation Code.

EFFECTIVE DATE

On passage, or, if the bill does not receive the necessary vote, September 1, 2025.
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