BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 3475

By: Perez, Vincent

Higher Education

Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The bill author has informed the committee that El Paso is the only major metropolitan area in
Texas without a law school, despite a growing population and increasing interest in the legal
field. According to a survey conducted by The University of Texas at El Paso of its current
students, young alumni, and non-matriculated students, 53 percent of respondents expressed
interest in attending law school, highlighting the demand for accessible legal education.
Additionally, the bill author has further informed the committee that EI Paso has fewer lawyers
per capita than other major Texas cities, further underscoring the need for local legal
professionals who understand the unique challenges of the community, and that the
establishment of a public law school in ElI Paso would provide increased access to legal
education, help address local legal needs, and contribute to the region's economic growth.
H.B. 3475 seeks to expand educational opportunities for students in the region and support
community development through active engagement by allowing any university system to build
a professional school of law in El Paso County.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE IMPACT

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly create a criminal offense, increase
the punishment for an existing criminal offense or category of offenses, or change the eligibility
of a person for community supervision, parole, or mandatory supervision.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking
authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.

ANALYSIS

H.B. 3475 amends the Education Code to authorize the governing board of a university system
to establish and operate a law school in El Paso County as the governing board considers
appropriate. The bill authorizes the governing board to do the following:
e in administering the law school, prescribe courses leading to customary degrees offered
at other leading American law schools and award those degrees;
e assign responsibility for the law school's management to a general academic teaching
institution in the university system; and
e accept and administer gifts and grants from any person or entity for the law school's use
and benefit.
The bill subjects the establishment of the law school to funding availability, either through
appropriation or from another source.

H.B. 3475 requires the governing board of a university system that intends to establish an
El Paso law school to notify the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) and sets
out requirements for the THECB with regard to posting a statement of that governing board's
intent online, providing other governing boards with opportunity to provide notice of intent, and,
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if applicable, determining which of the governing boards may establish the law school. The bill
requires a governing board, before establishing a law school under the bill's provisions, to
request that the THECB prepare a feasibility study to determine the actions the system must take
to obtain accreditation of the law school. The bill requires the THECB to deliver a copy of the
study to the governing board and to the chair of each legislative standing committee with
jurisdiction over higher education. The bill prohibits the establishment of more than one law
school under the bill's provisions.

H.B. 3475 authorizes the governing board of the university system that establishes an El Paso
law school to acquire, purchase, construct, improve, renovate, enlarge, or equip property,
buildings, structures, or other facilities, including roads and related infrastructure, for the law
school for projects to be financed by the issuance of applicable bonds in an aggregate principal
amount not to exceed $40 million. The bill provides for the governing board's authority to pledge
system revenue funds to the payment of such bonds and for the transfer of funds among the
system's institutions, branches, and entities if sufficient funds are not available to meet the
governing board's obligations.

H.B. 3475 entitles the law school to funding as follows, provided the bill receives a vote of at
least two-thirds of the membership of each house of the legislature:

e if the law school is created by The University of Texas System or The Texas A&M
University System, the law school is entitled to participate in the funding provided by
the permanent university fund for the appropriate university system; or

e if the law school is created by another university system, the law school is entitled to
participate in the funding provided by the higher education fund.

If the source of funding is the higher education fund, the legislature may, before the first periodic
allocation from that fund that includes the law school, reallocate the total amount allocated to
other institutions under that fund to allow for the allocation to the law school.

EFFECTIVE DATE

On passage, or, if the bill does not receive the necessary vote, September 1, 2025.
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