
By:AAOrr, et al. (Senate SponsorA-AKolkhorst) H.B.ANo.A128

(In the SenateA-AReceived from the House AprilA30,A2025;

MayA5,A2025, read first time and referred to Committee on State

Affairs; MayA15,A2025, reported favorably by the following vote:

Yeas 11, Nays 0; MayA15,A2025, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Yea Nay AbsentA PNV

HughesAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

PaxtonAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

BettencourtAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

BirdwellAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

HallAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

Hinojosa of NuecesA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

MiddletonAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

ParkerAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

PerryAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

SchwertnerAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

ZaffiriniAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to certain sister-city agreements between governmental

entities and foreign countries and communities.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AATitle 7, Government Code, is amended by adding

Chapter 795 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 795. SISTER-CITY AGREEMENTS

Sec.A795.001.AADEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1)AA"Foreign adversary" means:

(A)AAChina, Iran, North Korea, or Russia; or

(B)AAa country that is a designated country for

purposes of Chapter 2275.

(2)AA"Governmental entity" means a state agency or a

political subdivision of this state.

(3)AA"Sister-city agreement" means an agreement that:

(A)AAis between a governmental entity and a

country other than the United States or a community located in a

country other than the United States;

(B)AAis recognized by a nonprofit organization

exempt from federal income taxation under Section 501(c)(3),

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, that serves as the national

membership organization for individual sister cities, counties,

and states across the United States; and

(C)AAreflects a commitment to foster and

strengthen opportunities for cultural and educational exchange

programs and tourism and to encourage other types of bilateral

cooperation between the parties to the agreement.

(4)AA"State agency" has the meaning assigned by Section

751.001.

Sec.A795.002.AASTATE POLICY REGARDING AGREEMENTS. It is the

policy of this state to encourage sister-city agreements between

governmental entities and countries that are allies of the United

States, including countries designated as major non-NATO allies

under federal law and the Republic of China, commonly known as

Taiwan, and communities located in those countries.

Sec.A795.003.AACERTAIN AGREEMENTS PROHIBITED. A

governmental entity may not establish, maintain, or renew a

sister-city agreement with:

(1)AAa country that is a foreign adversary; or

(2)AAa community located in a country described by

Subdivision (1).

Sec.A795.004.AAWITHDRAWAL FROM CERTAIN EXISTING AGREEMENTS.
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=2275&Date=5/15/2025
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(a) A governmental entity that on September 1, 2025, is a party to a

sister-city agreement described by Section 795.003 shall withdraw

from the agreement not later than October 1, 2025.

(b)AAThis section expires January 1, 2027.

SECTIONA2.AAThis Act takes effect September 1, 2025.

* * * * *
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