
By:AAKolkhorst S.B.ANo.A493

(In the SenateA-AFiled NovemberA22,A2024; FebruaryA3,A2025,

read first time and referred to Committee on Health & Human

Services; MarchA31,A2025, reported adversely, with favorable

Committee Substitute by the following vote: Yeas 7, Nays 0;

MarchA31,A2025, sent to printer.)

COMMITTEE VOTE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Yea Nay AbsentA PNV

KolkhorstAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

PerryAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

BlancoAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

CookAAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

HallAAAAAAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA

HancockAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

HughesAAAAAAAAAA AAA AAA AAAXAAA AAA

MilesAAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

SparksAAAAAAAAAA AXA AAA AAAAAAA AAA

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR S.B.ANo.A493 By:AAKolkhorst

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to certain protected disclosures or communications by

pharmacists and pharmacies regarding prescription drug benefits.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTIONA1.AASubchapter A, Chapter 562, Occupations Code, is

amended by adding Section 562.0035 to read as follows:

Sec.A562.0035.AAPROTECTED DISCLOSURES AND COMMUNICATIONS BY

PHARMACISTS AND PHARMACIES REGARDING PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFITS.

(a) In this section, "enrollee" means an individual who is covered

under a health benefit plan, including a covered dependent.

(b)AAA pharmacist or pharmacy may not enter into a contract

or agreement or implement or effectuate a policy that prohibits or

restricts the pharmacist or pharmacy from:

(1)AAinforming an enrollee of any difference between

the enrollee’s out-of-pocket cost for a prescription drug under the

enrollee’s health benefit plan and the out-of-pocket cost without

submitting a claim under the enrollee’s health benefit plan; or

(2)AAcommunicating with sponsors of an enrollee’s

health benefit plan regarding member services with respect to

prescription drug benefits, pharmacy services and benefits,

network access and adequacy with respect to prescription drug

benefits, partnership opportunities, or prescription claim

reimbursement.

SECTIONA2.AAThe change in law made by this Act applies only

to a contract or agreement entered into or amended on or after the

effective date of this Act.

SECTIONA3.AAThis Act takes effect September 1, 2025.

* * * * *
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=562.001&Date=3/31/2025
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=562&Date=3/31/2025

