MINUTES

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND & BORDER SECURITY, SELECT
Wednesday, August 12, 2026
9:00 AM
Capitol Extension, Room E1.016
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Pursuant to a notice posted in accordance with Senate Rule 11.10 and 11.18, a public hearing of
the Senate Committee on Homeland & Border Security, Select was held on Wednesday, August
12, 2026, in the Capitol Extension, Room E1.016, at Austin, Texas.
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MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT:
Senator Phil King, Chair None

Senator Juan Hinojosa, Vice Chair

Senator Bob Hall

Senator Tan Parker

Senator Kevin Sparks
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The chair called the meeting to order at 9:06 AM. There being a quorum present, the following
business was transacted:

Senator Parker moved adoption of the committee rules. The motion carried with a record vote of
5 ayes, 0 nays, 0 present not voting, and 0 absent.

The Chair laid out the following interim charges and opened invited testimony (see attached
witness list):

Keeping Texas’ Skies Safe: Examine the use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems, commonly known
as drones, as it relates to public safety and study current partnerships with the United States
government and Mexico that aid Texas agencies in defending against and disabling hostile
drones. Make recommendations to determine which state agencies would best assist the federal
government in drone mitigation; identify necessary prohibitions that protect critical infrastructure
and public events; and strengthen penalties that close any gaps when protecting Texas' skies.
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Monitoring: Monitor the implementation of legislation passed by the 89th Legislature, as well as
relevant agencies and programs under the committee's jurisdiction. Specifically, make
recommendations for any legislation needed to improve, enhance, or complete implementation of
the following:
o Senate Bill 36 (89th Legislature), relating to the homeland security activities of certain
entities, including the establishment and operations of the Homeland Security Division in
the Department of Public Safety.

At 12:10 PM the Chair moved that the committee stand at ease until 12:30 PM.
At 12:30 PM the Chair reconvened the meeting.

Witnesses testifying and registering on the charges are shown on the attached list.
There being no further witnesses, public testimony was closed.

There being no further business, at 2:52 PM Senator Parker moved that the Committee stand
recessed subject to the call of the chair. Without objection, it was so ordered.

Senator Phil King, Chair

Jack Herrell, Clerk



