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Adam Stiles
Self/Service Coordinator
Austin, TX

Oppose

Keatha Brown
Moms For Liberty
Montgomery, TX

House Public Education Committee:

we aretired of DEI, distractions, and affirmation of FURRY behavior in schools. Children should be learning how to read and
excel in math, not playing make-believe at school. Please specifically write into the Code of Conduct that this behavior is not
acceptable in schools or in society. Inall K-12 schools.

Thank you

Brandi Burkman
Self
Leander, TX

| am supportive of thishill. | am aparent in Leander OSD. | have seen parents post on social media how their elementary ages
kids experience kids acting like animals in school, making noises, asking to be pet, and even biting! | have also heard about litter
boxes at other schools. This insanity needs to stop.
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Susan Anderson
salf
Benbrook, TX

This hill issilly, weird, and creepy. It is based on false information about children dressing or acting like animals (i.e., using litter
boxes). | don't believe that thisis an actual problem. However, as someone who has taught young children, | know that they do
like to play pretend, and that is not unhealthy behavior; it is developmentally appropriate. When my daughter was in kindergarten,
the class put on aplay of the "threelittle pigs." Given that all the characters are animals, would that be punishable? Letting
children pretend to be animalsis not child abuse! Children should not be punished harshly for playing pretend. Also, we should
treat students who have atypical behaviors with dignity and respect, not punishment. Please focus on problems that actually occur
in schools, such as those that are due to alack of sufficient funding.

Linda Litzinger
self, Advocacy and Policy Director
Austin, TX

I know of afirst grade class where the girls spent the entire year calling each other by their pet dog's names, acting like puppies at
recess. It was 60 years ago, not in this state, and totally adorable. Y ou're considering state language and punishment for being a
silly first grader? | am against this bill.

Jennifer Kost, Mrs.
self (stay at home mom, volunteer in schools)
Austin, TX

Dear Chairman Buckley and members of the Committee,

| submitted testimony against HB 54 last night, but saved a story to tell you in person today, not having realized the Committee
would have to recess to go to the Floor. Unfortunately | was not able to return to the Capitol this evening to give my testimony
after the House adjourned. (Thank you for your marathon day!) | hope it's okay that | share this story in a second online
testimony.

I'd like to share my experience with amiddle school student who told me she was a furry, and why my heart hurt when | heard
about this bill.

| don't have her permission to share her story, so | am going to be vague on the details. | was in a middle school, some years ago,
having lunch with a student | was mentoring that year, when one of her friends walked by and sat to eat her lunch alone. My
student invited her friend to join usfor lunch. In the course of our introductory small talk, I commented to the friend that the tail
she was wearing was deluxe. She thanked me and said she made it herself and that as a furry, she realy wanted to have her tail
and ears be asrealistic as possible. | asked what it meant to be afurry (I hadn't heard that before and wasn't sure I'd heard
correctly), and what | understood from her was that she both liked and identified with cats, and that there's a fandom and
conventions; | got a sense that furries were kind of like Trekkies for animal lovers. After alittle catching-up conversation between
the students, the friend said she had been out of school for a while because she had been getting treatment because she had been
sextorted by an older man online and then in person. (I hadn't seen that coming at all, but tried to respond appropriately, was
assured that she was safe now and help was ongoing, and followed up with the appropriate school staff.) | don't know much more
of her story than that, but I've thought about and prayed for her alot over the years, and | can see the "furry” identity as a coping
mechanism to separate from the pain and give herself space for healing. | don't know if that's the case, and | don't mean to imply
that al or even most people who "engage in non-human behavior" are coping with a history of trauma or abuse, but | do seeit as
one possible reason, along with many more innocuous ones, for students to express themselves that way. | hate to think of
students being prevented from experimenting with self-identity and self-expression that doesn't harm anyone, especialy if it does
help them cope with something hard.

Thank you for listening, and for al your work on behalf of Texas students. Please vote no on this bill.
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Jennifer White

Moms For Liberty Williamson County
Round Rock, TX

Children attend school are there to learn reading, writing, math, science, etc. | do respect each person has their own individual
style when they dress but what | don't approve of is children attending school dressed like an animal and pretending, acting and
portraying that they are indeed an animal. Itsadistraction to other children attending classes at school and teachers and staff
already have enough challenges in schools and they don't need these additional types of behaviorsto deal with. Children shouldn't
be acting like animals, making sounds like animals, wanting to eat like or dressing like animals. If they truly feel like they are an
animal, they should be referred to a mental health professional. Thiswould also go aong the lines of a child wanting to be an
aien. Itsnot normal behavior and we should not be treating it as such. Children today are bring exposed to outrageous types of
behavior, ideologies and beliefs that they don't realize these types of animalistic expressions of acting out like an animalsis not
healthy. | strongly believe we need to protect these children and get them the mental health services they so greatly need and not
encouraging these types of behaviors.

VOTE YESfor HB 54

Thank you.

Christie Slape
Self and Moms for Liberty Williamson County
Round Rock, TX

| am testifying in FAVOR of HB 54.

Unfortunately, the odd behavior of students wearing tails and animal ears IS happening in Texas schools. Just north of Austinin
Round Rock ISD, my own daughter has been chased down the hallway and barked at in her middle school by "Furries'. This
behavior is not only bizarre, but makes other students extremely uncomfortable and sometimes fearful.

On behalf of Momsfor Liberty, | recently interviewed a grandmother outside of the capitol about education issues, and she told
me a story about her daughter's search for a preschool for her child in the Austin area. The mother noticed "cages' and bowls on
the floor of the school and asked what they were for. She was told by the school employee that they were for children who
identified as animals. This served as a place for them to take anap and eat. The mother was shocked and quickly began searching
for another, more conservative school, where her son could learn without these unnatural influences.

Not only is this non-human behavior in schools a distraction from academics, but it is abusive to affirm or allow a child to believe
acting like an animal in public is acceptable. Furry-identity has origins in sexual fetishes, and could also be considered grooming
behavior. Adults who perpetuate this behavior should be held accountable, and | completely agree with the reporting mechanism
and fines included in the bill.

Please vote in favor of HB 54.

Christina Cooper

Self

Cedar Park, TX

| am a parent and amember of Moms for Liberty. | am so tired of all of the DEI, the distractions, and the affirmation of FURRY
behavior in schools today. Schools should be focusing on teaching children how to read and excel in math, not playing make-

believe at school.
Thank you, Representative Gerdes for submitting this Bill.

Mary Bone
Capital Area Conservative Republicans
Round Rock, TX

Strongly FOR this bill. Stop the distractions and get back to the basics.
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Danielle Weston

None
Round Rock, TX

I’m a parent, taxpayer and former trustee in an Texas school district. Please vote yes on this bill.

Susanne Rothschild
Self, Certified Project Manager, Business Consultant, Educator
Houston, TX

Asamother, previous educator in public schools, and eldest of 8 children, | recognize the vulnerability and sensitivity of young
children to information presented to them in Texas schools by educators who they are taught to respect. This creates confusion
and stress at atime in their development when they are seeking to find their way in the world for the future. | urge our legislators
to OPPOSE the display and allowance for non-human behaviorsin Texas schools. The damage to the emotional and mental state
of the young with whom the public schools have been entrusted is amajor risk. Please OPPOSE allowing this to occur.

D.S. Zamora

Self/Retired

Houston, TX

** Main reason for opposition isthat | have zero reason to think any of these behaviors are actually occurring in any public
school. Apparently Stan Gerdes consumes way too much conservative media, particularly of the gossip-mongering type, and

Dustin Burrows should be ashamed for assigning this bill apriority number. Let’s not support House member ignorance about
Texas |SD operations.

** \Would cause unnecessary problems for school employees.

** Any debate of this bill on the House floor would be an enormous waste of time, asis the hearing of this bill in committee.
Issues that are more important should have gotten the attention and time devoted to this nonsense.

Maureen Brown

Self

Austin, TX

This should be a school policy, not alaw. Thisis awaste of taxpayer money to even consider this. My kid has a headband with
cat ears. Isthat going to beillegal for her to wear? When my son was younger he had sweats that had dinosaur spikes on them.

Would that be illegal ? I's that something parents will have to explain to their children now? Thisis an over reach of government.
Since when isit a problem for kids to wear adorable clothes?

Elsie Sullivan
Sef Geologist/ Professor
JONESTOWN, TX

Opposed. Thisisridiculous. How can you have a school play without animals?
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Autumn Lauener
Self, MSW Student
Houston, TX

| am writing to express my strong opposition to HB 54, a bill that would be laughable if it didn't have such deep potential to cause
harm.

At atime when Texas faces real crisesin education — teacher shortages, resource inequities, skyrocketing mental health needs —
this Legidature has decided its priority isto police whether students act *“human enough.” HB 54 would prohibit “ non-human
behavior” in schools, aterm so vague and unseriousit could only have been dreamed up in afever swamp of manufactured
outrage. While the bill pretends to target imaginary crises like "kids identifying as cats,” its real impact would be far more
tangible than the author's capacity to discern misinformation read online.

Many students with disabilities, including those with autism, intellectual disabilities, or other neurodivergent conditions, engage
in behaviors that some might misinterpret as “non-human” — vocalizations, stimming, movement differences, use of assistive
communication, and more. Under HB 54, these students could face punishment simply for existing authentically in a school
environment. The bill weaponizes ignorance and empowers schools to penalize any behavior deemed “different,” cloaking
ableism behind the absurd veneer of banning furries.

Coupled with other bills this session that target honest education about race, gender, and history, while profoundly increasing
punitive discipline, HB 54 forms part of a broader pattern: an intentional campaign to narrow who is allowed to exist, express
themselves, and thrive in public education while making the system so unmanageable for educators that it collapses. Together,
these bills do real systemic harm. They foster environments of surveillance, fear, and exclusion instead of learning. They tell
disabled, LGBTQ+, and minority students that conformity to arbitrary, politicized normsis a prerequisite for safety and dignity.

The cruelty hereis not hypothetical. Students with disabilities already face disproportionate rates of suspension, expulsion, and
school pushout. Adding yet another tool for exclusion based on vague standards of "humanness’ would only deepen the
inegqualities and traumas that public education should be dismantling, not reinforcing.

HB 54 is an unserious hill with very serious consequences. It trivializes the real work needed to support students, and it sacrifices
vulnerable children in favor of culture war posturing. Our students deserve better than to have their humanity questioned or
legislated away based on fearmongering.

| urge you to oppose HB 54 and commit to legidlation that isn't just an attention grab for political echo chambersfilled with
misinformation.

Seema Desai
Self entrepreneur
Round Rock, TX

Non human behavior should not be accepted in schools
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Mary Selby
Sdlf
Austin, TX

Howdy Public Education Committee

Asaborn and raised Texan | cometo you today to oppose HB54. HB54 is a made up problem that does not need solving. If
anything thiswill place undue burden on teachers, counselors, principals, and parents. At best it is my opinion that the bill aimsto
solve some urban legends that have circulated in the nation about litter boxes in the classroom. On a darker note, this bill triesto
compare role playing to gender identity or scare parents and teachers into believing there are malevolent actorsin our classroom
seeking to harm our children. | have subbed 30 days at my son’s elementary. We have kidsin cat ears on adaily basis, and | teach
PE for the PreK kids and we often use animal role play to teach them how to use their body. Kids learn so many things and learn
how to process emotions when they are free to express themselves in ways that are right for them. | don’t think Larry the
Cucumber or Laura Carrot from Veggietales are harmful and | don’t think older kids pretending to be a phoenix from their
favorite book, Pikachu from Pokemon or role playing as awizard or troll from D&D brings harm to a classroom. | also want to
once again come to you and ask that we please stay focused on what | know parents and school districts want us to focus on.
Please fully fund our public schools, please work improving mental health resources available to our students and families, and
please no more unfunded mandates.

Thank you for your time.

Nick Mollberg

self, software sales

Austin, TX

What a colossal waste of taxpayer dollars and resources, this hill is obvious culture war posturing, based on debunked
misinformation. | stand in firm opposition to the bill, asit is afoolish, pointless distraction from the real issues facing texas

schools. Thiswill not protect students, and will not make schools better. Stop focusing on this kind of ridiculous rightwing
propaganda.

Janie Brittain
Self
Garland, TX

Please vote YES on HB54. It isridiculous that we should have to include of behavior in a code of conduct as being unacceptable,
but here we are. Please vote YES on HB54.

Marcia Strickler-Watson, President
Capital Area Conservative Republicans Club
Austin, TX

No more allowing furries in public schools. Promtong ir alowing thismental health issue is not healthy for the student nor
helping those other students watching this behavior! is

Jennie Birkholz
salf
Round Rock, TX

| oppose this bill aswritten because it only appliesto public schools and independent school districts. If the goal istruly to protect
children, then the law should apply to al educationa settings funded by public dollars — including private schools that accept
ESA funds and homeschoolers who receive taxpayer support. The bill currently singles out public schools for compliance while
ignoring other publicly funded education options. To be fair and effective, any mandate designed to protect students must apply
consistently across all publicly funded educational institutions.
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Chloe Mills
self
Round Rock, TX

Please don't waste our time, money, and resources on this nonsense bill. Thisis based on a hoax that was debunked years ago.

Karen Darby
Self - Retired Attorney at Law and Part-Time Organist
Georgetown, TX

Apparently you have nothing better to do than consider why or if some students are cosplaying as animals during some or all days
of the school year? | have heard the story about hypervigilant grownups being concerned about "furries," children who like to
mimic animals, and apparently dress as animals. My grandchildren, who actually attend Texas public schools (middle and high),
have never mentioned this phenomenon. | find it hard to believe that any student would want to defecate in alitter box. Inany
event, even if, somewherein our school system, afew kids decided to act like cats just to get arise out of their elders, and are
now carrying on this goofy charade to further annoy them, spending time setting up rules to constrain this behavior does not seem
to me to be agood use of legidativetime. Better you should use your time figuring out how to make sure you're adequately
funding public schools in accordance with Article 7, Section 1 of the Texas Constitution: "A general diffusion of knowledge being
essential to the preservation of the liberties and rights of the people, it shall be the duty of the Legislature of the State to establish
and make suitable provision for the support and maintenance of an efficient system of public free schools."

Debra Espinosa
Sdf, Parent
Austin, TX

The current Code of Conduct is sufficient to address student behaviors at school. Adding granular specificity isinappropriate at
the state level and leads to irrelevant and dated |egislation.

Karen Santhanam
salf
Cedar Park, TX

| oppose HB54. Thisisaridiculous bill trying to unnecessarily control student behavior and awaste of our government's time
and resources. It triesto limit normal behavior of kids. Vote NO on HB 54.

Alanalngram
Self educator
Vidor, TX

Students should be allowed to play and use their imaginations.

Amanda Gerdes
Self
Austin, TX

This seems like an issue that can be handled on a case by case basis by school administration. Some children (especialy small
children or developmentally delayed children) will act like animals as a stress response, especially when they fed overwhelmed
or unsafe. You can't actualy govern asmall child or developmentally delayed child responding to stressors in their school
environment. Children will engage in pretend play and sometimes that play does involve animal like behaviors. 1f school districts
want to limit costumes that can be part of the dress code. Thisis just unnecessary and can be addressed within each individual
school district. What adults and legislature can do is reduce stressors in school environment. Some ways to reduce stressin
school are to make schools safer, smaller class sizes so teachers can address individual and group needs, provide teachers with
adequate supports (aides in classrooms, adequate planning time/training).
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Holly Gorman
Sdf, Texas Parent
AUSTIN, TX

Thisisabill that islooking for a problem that does not exist. | seriously believe that you guys have more important things to do
rather than policing whether kids wear cat earsto school.

L Quentin Dixon
Self
Spring, TX

| urge you to let this absurd bill, HR 54, languish in committee. Thisisalaughable bill in search of a problem! Please, go into
your local public schools and tell meif you see any students seriously acting like animals and asking to be treated as such. No
children are actually using litter boxes and no schools or teachers are encouraging such unhygienic behavior.Of course,
imaginative children enjoy roleplaying as animals and other creatures on Halloween and perhaps on the playground; imaginative
play should be encouraged and no child should fear being penalized if he or she decides to pretend to be Simba and re-enact The
Lion King at recess. Thisbill, if passed, will make Texas the laughingstock of the nation; and it could harm children who engage
in harmless imaginative play.

Kelsie Filer
self
West, TX

Hello - I'm a 7th grader at West Middle Schoal. | have 3 classmates that identify as afurry. They al identify as cats, and | don't
think thisis ok for many reasons. 1. It's a huge distraction. There is constant meowing from these classmates during class and
throughout the day. These classmates wear colorful bracelets up to their elbows, around their ankles, waist, and neck, which result
in constant noise making and disruption. 2. In addition, these classmates wear cat ears, colorful cat tails, claw marks on their
shoes, claw marks drawn on their hands and furry masks that cover the eyes. Not only isthis a distraction, it's also a safety
hazard. Thisis asafety hazard, because you can't tell who is under the mask with the mask on their face. 3. God did not make
them animals, so they should not identify as one. They are human. 4. We are not able to learn, because teachers turn al their focus
to the constant meowing and the drawing on arms, messing with noisy bracelets, playing with tails and cat ears, etc. This causes
othersto lose learning time. 5. Identifying as a furry or nonhuman is a bad influence on younger students. 6. Furries can be
looked at as bullies or a harassment to others, because they act like a cat by scratching and hitting other furries. Thisisalso
unsanitary. 7. Allowing students to identify as furriesis setting them up for failure and not preparing them to be adults. They can’t
crawl around in the street when they are older. In conclusion, all these reasons are inappropriate for a school environment and are
not beneficial to any student.

Mary Recio
self retired
Austin, TX

Vote No. Ignorant waste of time for everyone.
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Chris Donofrio
Self
The Woodlands, TX

| STRONGLY OPPOSE HB 54.

| am achild sexua abuse survivor.
| know from years of experience what child abuseis.

HB 54 adds this to the Family Code' s definition of child abuse: “allowing or encouraging the child to develop a dependence on or
belief that non-human behaviors are societally acceptable” (p7, L2-4). Thisis mainly manifested by dressing as animals.

Areyou F ing kidding me?

Dressing like an animal is equivalent to being raped?

Dressing like an animal is equivalent to being forced to sexually service others?

Dressing like an animal is equivalent to being beaten?

Dressing like an animal is equivalent to being trafficked?

Dressing like an animal is equivalent to being drugged up so you' re more pliable to their abuse?

That's al in the current Family Code:
(1) Physical injury that results in substantial harm to the child.
(2) Sexual conduct harmful to a child’s mental, emotional, or physica welfare.
(3) Compelling or encouraging a child to engage in sexual conduct.
(4) Child pornography.
(5) Causing, expressly permitting, or encouraging a child to use a controlled substance.
(6) Causing, permitting, encouraging, engaging in, or allowing a sexual performance by a child.
(7) Knowingly causing, permitting, encouraging, engaging in, or allowing a child to be trafficked.
(8) Forcing or coercing a child to enter into amarriage.

To Representatives Gerdes, Metcalf, Harris, Troxclair, and Harris Davila, the authors of HB 54, | ask:

(1) What ideological bubble have you been living in, to show such ignorance of child abuse?

(2) Can you understand how offensive | find you demeaning my abuse, and what | suffered and must live with every day?
(3) Would you visit agroup of child abuser survivors and explain why dressing like an animal is child abuse?

(4) Why don't you place your efforts on bills that help child abuse survivors deal with pain and trauma?

To the 49 coauthors, and Members of this Committee | ask:

(1) Do you share the authors' beliefs on this subject, and how does it give you a political advantage?

(2) Would you hold a Town Hall and explain why dressing like an animal is child abuse equivalent to child rape?

(3) Don't you have better things to do in your Committees?

(4) Why are you ignoring what Texans have been telling you what we expect you to accomplish?

(5) Do you believe the false moral panic you've willingly created, and defined through HB 54, and have it distract us from your
inability to govern?

| STRONGLY OPPOSE HB 54.

HB 54 undermines the gravity of child abuse.

HB 54 makes light of the trauma and suffering that those of us who have been abused have to live with every day.
Please, kill HB 54 in Committee.

Respectfully, Chris J Donofrio
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Jennifer Kost, Mrs.

self (stay at home mom, volunteer in schools)
Austin, TX

Dear Chairman Buckley and members of the Committee,
Please vote no on HB 54.

| am a parent and active volunteer in local public schools, and in the past have been involved with foster care. Until afew years
ago, my initial reaction to hearing about this bill would have been that it is ridiculous and nonsensical, and | wouldn't want
anyone, especially legislators, wasting time on it. However, because of a student | met some years ago, | read HB 54, and | am
truly concerned that this bill has the potential to cause harm to children and families.

| have to start by saying that amending the definition of "abuse" in the Family Code, to include the language added on page 7,
lines 1-4, is absolutely irresponsible. It creates the potential to cause harm to children and families by inviting unmerited DFPS
investigations and worse, the possibility for children to be removed from their families unnecessarily. | know from experience
with children who have been removed from their homes that this is not something to be taken lightly. Remember that teachers are
mandated to report concerns about potential abuse to DFPS.

| hope you have all seen elementary school children wearing cat or dog ear headbands, or playing at being animals, or thinking
it's funny to respond to questions with animal sounds - being kids. This bill would prohibit all of those behaviors.

In case you hear concerns about litter boxes in schools, those claims have been thoroughly debunked. | recommend the list of
referencesin this Wikipedia entry as a starting point: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Litter_boxes in_schools_hoax#References

The requirement for districts to include in their codes of conduct a prohibition against "any non-human behavior by a
student..." (pg 3, lines 17-19) is an unnecessary overreach that would serve only to make student handbooks and codes of conduct
even longer (and possibly to make schools appear ridiculous to some readers, and scary to others). The definition of "non human
behavior" (pg 6, lines 5-26) runs the gamut from alarmist fictions (litter boxes and surgeries) to harmless fads (wearing ears and
tails) and creative expressions (making animal sounds or grooming behaviors), which may be devel opmentally appropriate
(especially in early elementary school), socially awkward self-expression or attention-seeking, or potential coping mechanisms.
Why would the State mandate a school / district to include any of these in their code of conduct? If aschool or district were
actually having problems with these behaviors, they could add prohibitions to their codes of conduct as needed. More likely,
they’d find that behavior disrupting the classroom learning environment was already addressed in their code of conduct, or they
would work individually with the "problematic" students and their families to identify any potential supports that were needed
and address the school's concerns.

Thank you for your time, and for al your work on behalf of Texas students.
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Kevin A Hae

The Libertarian Party of Texas
Dallas, TX

Government Overreach into Student Expression

Expanding State Control Over Personal Expression in Schools

HB 54 would require Texas schools to police and ban "non-human behaviors," including dress and persona conduct deemed
outside of a narrow, government-defined standard of human presentation. While the Libertarian Party of Texas recognizes the
importance of maintaining a safe and productive learning environment, HB 54 vastly overreaches by mandating conformity and
granting the state authority to define acceptable personal expression for students.

Freedom of Expression Is a Fundamental Right

The Libertarian Party of Texas (LPTexas) affirmsthat every individual has the inherent right to freedom of thought, speech, and
personal expression (Platform §1.1.a). HB 54 isinconsistent with these values by imposing state-enforced behavioral standards
that are both vague and unnecessary. The government has no legitimate role in regulating harmless self-expression, even if such
expression is unconventional or unpopular.

Eroding Local Control and Parental Rights

This bill further centralizes decision-making in state government rather than allowing local school districts, educators, parents,
and students to address issues of conduct in away that respects community values and individual rights. It invites bureaucratic
micromanagement into areas where local discretion and personal responsibility should prevail.

Misguided Priorities

HB 54 distracts from real educational priorities by turning ordinary school discipline into a state-driven campaign to regulate
identity and harmless behaviors. Schools should focus on education and respect for individual rights—not enforce arbitrary rules
about costumes, gestures, or self-presentation that do not threaten others' safety or disrupt learning.

Conclusion

The Libertarian Party of Texas opposes HB 54 as a violation of individual liberty, an overreach of government authority, and an
unnecessary intrusion into personal expression. We urge lawmakers to regject HB 54 and to defend the right of students to be free
from state-mandated conformity.

Susan Perez

Citizens for Education Reform
Lubbock, TX

Please support HB 54. | have been in education over 45 years. Non- human behaviors should not be accepted or catered to in
public schools. What cat learnsto read?
Thank youl!

Sabrina Ball
self
Fort Worth, TX

From the description, | can seethat thisis BIG waste of time. What the hell are you doing down there in Austin? Clearly, wasting
TAXPAY ER money. Work on the economy instead of worrying about WOKE issues. No one caresif akid wantsto meow likea
cat every once in awhile. They actually do it when they are learning about animals you stupid stupid politician

Beth Yturri
Self
Garland, TX

Thisisasad excuse for legidlative policy and awaste of the legisatures time. This does nothing to help schools and students.
Why do we continue to fight culture wars and make something of nothing? Thisis a harmful distraction that seeksto pit
communities and students against one another, and seeks to further harm the reputation of public schools. Texans have had
enough of the political theater. Do better.
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FeliciaMiyakawa
Self, none
Round Rock, TX

| oppose this bill because it is stupid. This behavior is not happening. The bill is based on conspiracy theories. Why are you
extending taxpayer money on this?

Susan Kelly
Self; Retired Journalist
Austin, TX

| oppose HB 54 on the grounds that this is complete over-reach by the legislature. Children imitating puppies or kittiesfor funis
not evil or otherwise harmful. It's kids being kids. Teachers should be able to do their jobs monitoring this behavior on their own.
Please vote NO on HB 54.

Erin Bodily Erin Bodily
Self
McKinney, TX

This screams " Anything but gun control" and "Anything but therapy" to understand why you hate other people so much. No one
isusing litter boxes. Let kids be kids. If they bark or purr, get over it. The fact that you had to mention exempt days and reasons
indicates you are fully aware this bill is awaste of time and resources for everyone, especially the local 1SD administration.

Susan Hall
self; retired teacher
Austin, TX

As aretired teacher and special education teacher, | find this bill reeks of theater and partisan fear mongering. Thereis no need
for thisbill. Thereis no excess of children or students imitating animal behavior in our schools. Thisis draconian and
unenforceable except by an evil Viola Swamp character (check your children's literature). WHO constitutes what is considered
"non-human” behavior? What are you going to even do with Al in education, since Al isvery "non-human" but also very much
the center stage of education today. Thisis ridiculous and should be laughed at by all the voting members of the House. Shame on
you, Representative Gerdes, for even implying that thisis an issue or aneed. And shame on you Governor Abbott, for parroting
this bill to further your own personal agendas in this legislature. This makes a complete laughing stock of our state. Along with
the 10 commandments bill. What are we...Louisiana?? Mississippi??!! God no. Do not passthis bill. | strongly oppose this bill
and urge all voting members to oppose this bill aswell. For the love of all things holy, vote against this bill.

Ana Luisa Salas-Porras

SELF

Austin, TX

| strongly urge that the committee vote NO on HB54. In view of the many crisis facing public education---underfunding, low
ranking in public ed financing, low teacher salaries—--it is ridiculous that the Legidature is spending time & money on thisissue.

The display of "non-human" behaviorsin schools does not impede teaching. It is simply "kids being kids", a passing fad. These
behaviors do not effect teaching outcomes or test scores. PLEASE VOTE NO!

Michael Killalea
Indivisible 1431
Lago Vista, TX

HB 54 isjust silly. Why is the Legislature wasting its valuable time considering a bill that would prohibit kids from barking,
meowing, etc. | suppose thisisaimed at so-called “furries’. To me, it smacks of not letting kids be kids.
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BILL KING
self - retired judge
Austin, TX

Representatives, thisbill is silly and awaste of tax payer money. | do have one question. If this becomes law, will students be
prohibited from wearing Ted Cruz shirts?

Jana Darling
Self
Austin, TX

If you want to ban “non-human behavior” you should start with the governors office and work your way down to whatever rock
you crawled out from under. This bill isan insult to the sensibilities of every Texan who actually works for aliving, including
teachers, that we pay you for this utter nonsense. Grow up.

Taylor Cavin
Self- Teacher
Austin, TX

AsaTexas educator, | strongly oppose this bill. Our schools DO NOT have an issue with "non-human behaviors." Thisisa
targeted distraction to the issues actually plaguing our public schools, such as the underfunding, overcrowding, and pushing of
cultural Christianity into the public education space. Our children are just that-- children. They are PLAYING and we need to
allow them the space to safely play pretend. There are NO classrooms with litterboxes-- this is a myth that has been disproven
time and time again. No one is being hurt by a student saying "meow." Students are, however, being hurt by guns. Maybe that
should be our priority, not asilly myth that our students are acting "non-human.” Again, thisis a distraction and an attempt to
ostracize students who are "other." Thisis slippery slope nonsense that is aimed to erode our public school system. It's not illegal
to beweird, y'all.

Robin Rosenstock, Dr
Self
Austin, TX

Remember unintended consequences? Planning to do away with Halloween? VOTE NO

CarlaBrady
Self, Retired.
Cedar Park, TX

HB 54

Dear Chairman Buckley and members of the Committee:

Please vote "NO" on HB 54. Thishill triesto legidate classroom behavior. It is RIDICULOUS!

Children of any age at any time may take it into their heads to be a character from a book, from nature, from amovie. They may
doitaoneor asagroup. They may do it asalark, for an event, in honor of anew fad, or whatever. Let their teachers manage
ith!

Please vote “NO” to HB 54.

Page 13 of 22



Terra Anders, Ms.
Self
Taylor, TX

| am Terra Anders | am opposed to HB 54 for the following reasons:

1. There has been no evidence indicating that this behavior is showing up in any significant way in the majority of Texas schools.
2. This behavior, in the rare occasion it may occur, can be dealt with within existing school disruptive behavior policies. If the
behavior is disrupting students attention in class, parent/ administrator discussions could resolve.

3. | suggest it isridiculous that Texas leadership would care more about a costume on a student, than they would about passing
legislation restricting automatic firearms that could kill an entire class of students.

4. Any time spent further discussing this Bill is awaste of Texas taxpayer dollars.

5. With a miserable school funding budget and dismissing the public outcry against school vouchers, thissilly bill isaslap in face
of every thinking Texan.

| urge you to dismissthishill, VOTE NO, and get back to work trying to actually help our public schools and ensuring our public
school children’s quality of education and physical safety.
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Hearing Date: April 29, 2025 8:00 AM

Cristy Runyan
Self/Parent/School Nurse
Coppdll, TX

Oppose. My autistic child is very innocent and loves the feeling of animal fur as a sensory object. Thiswould prohibit her
innocent play and the innocent play of many others. The "furries’ you are concerned with and wanting to prohibit are a huge
minority of students. Why punish the other children who are wanting to use their imagination and creativity because of a small
group of misunderstood kids. By prohibiting them, your fueling their cause by giving it attention it doesn't need or deserve. This
isatotal waste of time for our state lawmakers. Let thisbe an individual case-by-caseissue. A school dress code can be decided
upon by the school board locally. Let thisgo. My daughter and many others are just innocent kids wanting to have a safe
sensory-friendly comfort object at school. Please leave them out of your politics.

Carolyn Mitchell, Rev.
Self/Minister
Conrog, TX

April 27, 2025
HB 54
Dear Representatives,

Thisis acompletely ridiculous, unnecessary act that is a great example of government creating burdensome and wasteful
legidlation that will require every school district in the state to revise their student code of conduct. And it has great potential to
harm children.

| urge you to vote NO on thisridiculous, but harmful, bill.

Katie Schmidt
Self
College Station, TX

| urge to support HB 54 and stop the waste of time and resources by our public schools for a select few who are obviously so
conflicted that they want to be acknowledged and treated as anything other than a human student. School systems reflect what
society iswilling to tolerate and this kind of absolute nonsense should be stopped and not tolerated. These are the sorts of topics,
which have nothing to do with education, that take away from students focused on their education and trying to keep going to a
public school that, frankly, makes them more and more uncomfortable by tolerating the abnormal and socially destructive
behaviors.

Please allow schools to teach and educate, while providing an optimal environment for that to occur.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Katie Schmidt
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Sue Watkins
Sdf, Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
The Woodlands, TX

| am asking you to stop this bill from going any further. It is unnecessary based on false information about children using litter
boxes n school and teachers responding in ridiculous ways. These reports were FALSE.

It isalso true that in school there are appropriate times to pretend and stretch one' simagination - in aplay, or in an essay (if yu
were alion how would you fedl). In addition, as atherapist | have also seen very rarely achild imitating an animal when stressed
because it was an animal that comforted that child when abused. That situation isfor a school counselor to deal with not the
Texas Legidature.

Please stop this unneeded, burdensome, harmful legislation from going any further.

Brian Bloss

Self, Public Educator
Grapevine, TX

To the esteemed Public Education Committee,

Please fail HB54. Thisbill is based on afiction and honestly makes the lives of teachers harder. | can't believe asalifelong
conservative who was part of Mitt Romney's presidential debate team and who worked for US Congressman Kenny Marchant
that | have to ask "why are we more concerned about a non-existent issue of furries than about maintaining the public good of our
classrooms?' But here we are.

This bill makes the assumption children are acting like animals and using litterboxes and teachers encourage this. The bill isfake
news and its presence in the committee is proof of how Governor Abbott bought votes for school vouchers. That's not hyperbole,
he told attendees of the Texas Pastors' Policy conference vouchers had to pass to protect students from being around Furries and
then declared this bill was atop legidative priority. After HB54 passes administrative workloads will explode. Every recess
student saying "I'm a horse" and galloping around and neighing becomes a potential trap for admin to have to investigate, unless
they want for someone to be offended because 'a child said they were ahorse' at recess.

At higher grade levels, this could actually damage critical thinking. Many secondary schools have Dungeons and Dragons clubs.
Soisit going to be criminal for those clubs to exist? Based on the text of the bill the answer is yes. Imagine a high school junior
choose (in arole-play environment that | know to be fictitious) choose to play as a Dragonborne or a Changling (which are
human-like characters with anthropomorphic characteristics) and | am talking with my friendswho are aso in the club and | greet
them by their character names (because they are afun nickname that exists for our inner social group and not because we believe
ourselvesto ACTUALLLY bethem) then isthat going to be adisciplinary infraction too? Any sort of social gaming club that
allows any roleplay element would have to be outlawed which means that you are killing an avenue for students not only to learn
socia skills but also to engage in opportunities for increased creative, critical thinking.

We have actual issues like school shootings, gang violence, underfunded public schools and we al know these issues to be the
case but we are giving this consideration. How does it make school better? Please al so remember, this bill has already been made
amockery of in late night shows across the country. If our goa isto raise the profile of Texas Education to be the top standard in
the country, then we can't do that through demonizing such a small minority of people that nobody can prove it is a substantial
issue enough for there to be qualified new stories about. |F the goal is make sure that we deal with non-human behaviors,
perhaps we should start by rejecting the unwarranted, inhumane targeting of our schools and school staff by promoting bills
predicated on false narratives.

God Bless and Fail THIS hill

MICHELLE EVANS
SELF
ROUND ROCK, TX

SUPPORT
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Michael Belsick
Fredericksburg Tea Party
Fredericksburg, TX

FOR HB 54
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April Grimes
Self/Self
FORT WORTH, TX
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The bill appears to address a non-existent problem while potentially violating multiple constitutional protections. Courts
generally require laws restricting personal expression to serve a compelling state interest and be narrowly tailored—standards this
bill likely fails to meet. This conflicts with students' rights to self-expression, parental rights, and is a massive overreach in
government control regarding individual behavior and dress. Human development research consistently emphasizes the crucial
role of pretend play and role-playing in childhood development. Here are the key findings:

Cognitive Development Benefits:

Enhances problem-solving abilities and abstract thinking

Develops creativity and imagination

Strengthens memory and language skills

Builds executive function and planning abilities

Socia-Emotional Development:

Helps children process and understand emotions

Develops empathy by "trying on" different perspectives

Builds socia skills through cooperative play

Allows safe exploration of different identities and roles

Helps process challenging experiences or fears

Psychological Benefits:

Provides healthy outlets for self-expression

Builds self-confidence and identity

Develops coping mechanisms

Reduces anxiety through safe exploration

Helps children make sense of their world

Educational Impact:

Enhances |earning through active engagement

Improves narrative understanding

Develops communication skills

Promotes literacy and language devel opment

Encourages curiosity and exploration

Research shows that attempting to restrict or stigmatize role-play and pretend play can have negative impacts on childhood
development, potentially hampering crucial social, emotional, and cognitive growth processes.
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Pam Sapp
salf
Beach City, TX

Thisisaridiculous piece of legidation. These non-human behaviors being reported in Texas schools are complete fabrications.
It was reported to be happening in a school that arelative of mine happens to be the assistant principal. It wastotally false. Stick
to things that are of actual value to schools like increasing public school funding to amore redlistic value. Like at least $10,000
that is going to private school vouchers.

Samantha Borek
SELF
Cedar Park, TX

Why is our legislature worrying about whether children are playing pretend or not? We should be making legislation to give our
children more resources like for those with disabilities, providing them with nutrition, making sure they can develop interpersonal
and critical thinking skills. Punishing children for doing what they do, which is play, is an absolute waste of the legislature's time
and is distractionary.

Abhijit Madhu Kumar, Rev.
Self, Engineer
Austin, TX

Thisisanonsensical hill, and not worth the time of the members of the house of representatives. It only serves to make the lives
of school children even harder and opens them up to further punitive punishments depending on the person interpreting these
regulations.

AngelaLehman
Self
The Colony, TX

Thisisanbill that was drafted in response to one of the weirdest hoaxes I've ever seen. Thereis no school where the behavior this
bill claimsto target is actually happening (seriously, the kids have phones; you'd think there would be proof if thiswasreal.)
Instead, the language is so broad that it could ban innocent activities like pretend play at recess or Dungeons & Dragons clubsin
high schools. The fact that the legislature is wasting time on this bill would be hilariousif it wasn't so stupid.

Please let this bill diein committee so that the House can focus on problems that actually exist.

Sylvia Campbell
self
The Woodlands, TX

Dear Committee Members,

| was alittle surprised when this bill received a hearing. After all, the viral social media frenzy was exposed as fiction along time
ago. | am not saying to oppose this bill just becauseit isridiculous. | urge you to oppose this bill, because it has the potential to
cause harm to children. How many of us have children/grandchildren who like to sometimes pretend they are cats or horses or
dogs? | know | do. And the thought that my granddaughter could be "called out" in school for dlipping into this behavior at the
wrong timeis frightening. We have alot of pressing issuesin our schools. Please do not add another one. Vote NO on HB 54.
Respectfully,

Sylvia Campbell
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Beverly Redd
Self/ retired
Spring, TX

| can't even believethisisabill. ?2?7???? It is so ridiculous that | am embarrassed to even address this. Ok. Let'slook at atypical
Kindergarden class. Teaching kids the sounds of animalsis a natural play technique. Are kids or teachers going to be punished for
saying Quack or Moo or Meow? Seriously, tank this bill and get back to serious legislation!

Laura Weaver
self/retired
The Woodlands, TX

This unnecessary bill takes time away from the real concerns of public educatorsin Texas, such as school safety, the teacher
shortage and a growing need for counselors. HB 54 follows a debunked right-wing conspiracy theory that teachers were
providing students who identify as cats with litter boxes. Indeed, a section of the bill explicitly prohibits "using alitter box for the
passing of stoal, urine, or other human byproducts." The only verified account of alitter box in aclassroom isin Colorado, where
teachers were given buckets with litter as emergency bathrooms in the event of an active shooter. Please do not give thissilly bill
any more attention. Vote AGAINST HB 54 and work on the real problemsin Texas education.

Hallie Moore
Self
Spring, TX

Please withdraw this burdensome, in fact embarrassing bill from the docket.

Jennifer Bates, Reverend
self
Denton, TX

Thishill is pointless and a scare

tactic and should be opposed. Who caresif a child is using their imagination? Who caresif someoneis pretending to be adog or a
snake or acat? If achild has redly disconnected from reality enough that they believe they are an animal they need professiona
mental health not punishment. otherwise these kids are just playing. Teachers should be alowed to handle the issue/concern in
whatever way os appropriate for that child. Thiswill not be enforceable in schools as our teachers already have enough to deal
with in their classrooms. Oppose this bill.

Kelsey Mullins
Self
Pearland, TX

This bill isridiculous and invents a problem that is not occurring in Texas schools. If parents take issue with their child wearing
cat ears as a clothing choice, etc. that’s a matter between them and their child, not the government or school district. | cannot
believe we would waste state resources entertaining this issue and burden educators with additional behaviors to police that have
nothing to do with learning or the safety of the classroom environment. This also removes children from the learning environment
and into disciplinary settings for no valid reason. Thisisjust another subculture some kids and teens experiment with, no different
than going through a“ goth phase” or similar. And at the elementary school level thisis completely developmentally appropriate-
children play pretend all the time, whether they’ re playing princesses, cops and robbers, or pretending to be animals.

Pat Creighton
N/A
The Woodlands, TX

With so many important issues facing our educational system in Texas, this bill represents a tremendous waste of time, money,
and resources.
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LAURA SMITH
self retired teacher
THE WOODLANDS, TX

Please vote NO on HB 54! We have so many important things going on with our public schools. Thisideais NOT one of them.
How silly do you guys have to be!

Dede Fox

Dede Fox

The Woodlands, TX

NO to HB 54, awaste of time and taxpayer's money. Thisis acompletely ridiculous, unnecessary act that is a great example of

government creating burdensome and wasteful legislation that will require every school district in the state to revise their student
code of conduct. And it has great potential to harm children.

Kathy Haigler, Mrs.

Sdlf - Elections Consultant
Dale, TX

It's sad that public education has digressed to the point that children who want to act like animals are accommodated, and we're
too ‘woke' to tell them differently. Thisinsanity needsto STOP. | thank God for a sane piece of legislation to require children to
be recognized only as human beings in our schools. Thank you, Rep. Gerdes! Please support this bill.
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