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SENATE AMENDMENTS

2" Printing

By: Cook H.B. No. 1973

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to proof of the identity of a child's parents in a suit
affecting the parent-child relationship.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 102.008, Family Code, 1is amended by
adding Subsection (c-1) and amending Subsection (d) to read as
follows:

(c=1) The petitioner shall additionally submit to the court

a certified copy of the child's birth certificate if available to

the petitioner. If a certified copy of the child's birth

certificate is not available to the petitioner, the court at any

time during the pendency of the suit may request another party to

whom a certified copy of the child's birth certificate is available

to submit a copy to the court. If a certified copy of the child's

birth certificate is not available to any party or if the copy does

not name both of the child's parents, the court may request from any

party at any time during the pendency of the suit alternative proof

of the identity of the child's parents. The court shall keep

confidential any certificate or other proof submitted under this

subsection.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if
the Title IV-D agency files a petition in a suit affecting the
parent-child relationship, the agency is not required to:

(1) include in the petition the statement described by
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Subsection (b) (11); [e¥]
(2) attach copies of the documentation described by
Subsection (c); or

(3) submit to the court a copy of a child's birth

certificate or other proof of the identity of the child's parents as

described by Subsection (c-1).

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies to a
suit affecting the parent-child relationship that is filed on or
after the effective date of this Act. A suit affecting the
parent-child relationship filed before the effective date of this
Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the suit was filed,
and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2025.
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Secrety of the Senate

By: _%‘v H.s. no. 1413
Substit}?f Mﬂ_.& No. M_B .
By: [/ e : c.s.H.B. Nno. 1913

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT
relating to proof of the identity of a child's parents in a suit
affecting the parent-child relationship.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 102.008, Family Code, is amended by
adding Subsection (c-1) and amending Subsection (d) to read as
follows:

(c=1) The petitioner shall additionally submit to the court

a certified copy of the child's birth certificate if available to

the petitioner. If a certified copy of the child's birth

certificate is not available to the petitioner, the court at any

time during the pendency of the suit may request another party to

whom a certified copy of the child's birth certificate is available

to submit a copy to the court. A certified copy of the child's birth

certificate submitted under this subsection must be submitted for

filing under seal and filed separately from any other document. If

a certified copy of the child's birth certificate is not available

to any party or if the copy does not name both of the child's

parents, the court may request from any party at any time during the

pendency of the suit alternative proof of the identity of the

child's parents. The court shall seal or otherwise keep

confidential any certificate or other proof submitted under this

subsection, as applicable.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if
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the Title IV-D agency files a petition in a suit affecting the
parent-child relationship, the agency is not required to:

(1) include in the petition the statement described by
Subsection (b) (11); [e*]

(2) attach copies of the documentation described by
Subsection (c); or

(3) submit to the court a copy of a child's birth

certificate or other proof of the identity of the child's parents as

described by Subsection (c-1).

SECTION 2. The change in law made by this Act applies to a
suit affecting the parent-child relationship that is filed on or
after the effective date of this Act. A suit affecting the
parent-child relationship filed before the effective date of this
Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the suit was filed,
and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2025.
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 89TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 29, 2025
TO: Honorable Dustin Burrows, Speaker of the House, House of Representatives
FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB1973 by Cook (Relating to proof of the identity of a child's parents in a suit affecting the parent-
child relationship.), As Passed 2nd House

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

It is assumed that any costs associated with the bill could be absorbed using existing resources.

Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 302 Office of the Attorney General
LBB Staff: JMc, SD, KDw, JPa
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 89TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 22, 2025
TO: Honorable Bryan Hughes, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence
FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB1973 by Cook (relating to proof of the identity of a child’s parents in a suit affecting the parent-
child relationship.), Committee Report 2nd House, Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

It is assumed that any costs associated with the bill could be absorbed using existing resources.
Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 302 Office of the Attorney General
LBB Staff: JMc, KDw, JPa
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 89TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

May 20, 2025
TO: Honorable Bryan Hughes, Chair, Senate Committee on Jurisprudence
FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB1973 by Cook (Relating to proof of the identity of a child's parents in a suit affecting the parent-
child relationship.), As Engrossed

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

It is assumed that any costs associated with the bill could be absorbed using existing resources.
Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 302 Office of the Attorney General
LBB Staff: JMc, KDw, JPa
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 89TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

March 21, 2025
TO: Honorable Jeff Leach, Chair, House Committee on Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence
FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB1973 by Cook (Relating to proof of the identity of a child's parents in a suit affecting the parent-
child relationship.), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

It is assumed that any costs associated with the bill could be absorbed using existing resources.
Local Government Impact

No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 212 Office of Court Administration, Texas Judicial Council, 302 Office of the Attorey General
LBB Staff: JMc, KDw, JPa

Page 1 of 1




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddNumbers
        
     Range: From page 1 to page 4
     Font: TimesNewRoman,Bold;TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT 12.0 point
     Origin: bottom right
     Offset: horizontal 18.00 points, vertical 18.00 points
     Colour: Default (black)
     Prefix text: '[P.'
     Suffix text: ']'
      

        
     D:20250529110220
      

        
     1
     1
     ]
     BR
     [P.
     1
     1
     1
     1
     1
     1
     TimesNewRoman,Bold;TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
     1
     0
     0
     1657
     306
     0
     1
     R0
     12.0000
            
                
         Both
         1
         SubDoc
         4
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     [Doc:FileName]
     18.0000
     18.0000
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus5
     Quite Imposing Plus 5.3n
     Quite Imposing Plus 5
     1
      

        
     7
     8
     3
     7c387652-3782-4202-8207-74596bb71545
     4
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 6.75, 916.82 Width 577.45 Height 91.18 points
     Origin: bottom left
     Colour: Default (white)
      

        
     D:20250529110231
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
     911
     419
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     6.7538 916.823 577.4543 91.177 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus5
     Quite Imposing Plus 5.3n
     Quite Imposing Plus 5
     1
      

        
     7
     8
     7
     2875f908-a018-45be-815a-4a07f36057e9
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 12.66, 50.64 Width 62.47 Height 110.59 points
     Origin: bottom left
     Colour: Default (white)
      

        
     D:20250529110235
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
     911
     419
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     12.6635 50.6415 62.4731 110.5944 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus5
     Quite Imposing Plus 5.3n
     Quite Imposing Plus 5
     1
      

        
     6
     8
     6
     bc30ed07-6bba-4537-985a-8d1dbafd2a4f
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1.69, 911.76 Width 108.06 Height 92.87 points
     Origin: bottom left
     Colour: Default (white)
      

        
     D:20250529110240
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
     911
     419
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     1.6885 911.7576 108.0616 92.8654 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus5
     Quite Imposing Plus 5.3n
     Quite Imposing Plus 5
     1
      

        
     3
     8
     3
     07e213ed-f401-4502-bf28-637c37152423
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 205.99, 793.57 Width 90.33 Height 76.83 points
     Origin: bottom left
     Colour: Default (white)
      

        
     D:20250529110242
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
     911
     419
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     205.9925 793.5652 90.3328 76.8251 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus5
     Quite Imposing Plus 5.3n
     Quite Imposing Plus 5
     1
      

        
     3
     8
     3
     8362093e-c596-4c8a-b814-32ecd2aad5f9
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 6.75, 935.40 Width 106.37 Height 68.38 points
     Origin: bottom left
     Colour: Default (white)
      

        
     D:20250529110246
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
     911
     419
    
            
                
         Both
         2
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     6.7538 935.3961 106.3732 68.3828 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus5
     Quite Imposing Plus 5.3n
     Quite Imposing Plus 5
     1
      

        
     2
     8
     2
     7261ea83-a095-4aac-8d9d-fc375a5ab917
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



